
WILLIAM MORRISON MACKAY, MD
1836-1917

3-1



32 Profiles and Perspectives from Alberta’s Medical History – Dr. William Morrison MacKay

MacKay related Documents from Early Medicine in Alberta, Heber C. Jamieson, 1947

Dr. MacKay’s HBC appointments

3-2

3-3



Profiles and Perspectives from Alberta’s Medical History – Dr. William Morrison MacKay 33

Introduction
Dr. William Morrison MacKay has been widely
acknowledged as the Pioneer Doctor of Alberta.
However, he was not the first physician to practice
on the prairies. Hudson Bay Company (HBC) doctors
practiced at York Factory as early as 1668.(2) The
future Dr. John Bunn was born in Norway House in
1800 and practiced from 1832-1861 in the Red River
Settlement. Dr. Alexander Rowand (1816-1899) the
son of HBC Factor James Rowand, was born in
Edmonton and practiced in Montreal. Dr. William
Todd worked as a HBC factor and physician from
1818-1851. He was the first fur trader/physician to
be stationed in NWT/Alberta at Ft. Wedderburn (later
Ft. Chipewyan) near Lake Athabasca in the 1820s.
Dr. MacKay was the first to transfer inland with the
HBC and stay in the North West Territories, which he
did from 1867-1898.(3) He then moved to Edmonton
and practiced there until his death in 1917.

From Youth to Canada 1836-1864
William Morrison MacKay was born in
Cambusbarron near Stirling, Scotland in 1836.(4) His
father Aeneas ran a tea trading company. Upon com-
pleting his schooling at Gillespie School in

Edinburgh, he decided to be a mechanical engineer.
An accident affected his career choice. He lost the
sight in his left eye, from a piece of tin that penetrat-
ed it while working at a blacksmith shop. Afterwards
Dr. MacKay would only be photographed in formal
pictures from his right side.

While lying in the Edinburgh Infirmary recovering
from his injury he decided to study medicine. The
Edinburgh University medical school, Surgeon’s Hall,
accepted him.(5) A degree from Surgeon’s Hall was
considered the top degree and graduates were desig-
nated “Mister” as opposed to the usual “Doctor” in
Scotland. His illustrious faculty included James
Syme, Joseph Lister, John Brown, John Goodsir and
James Simpson.(6)

After graduating in 1858 at age twenty-two, MacKay
worked in Edinburgh for three years before moving
to East Linton in southern Scotland. In 1861 Dr.
Simpson wrote a letter of reference for Dr. MacKay
noting, “his excellent professional abilities will be
greatly appreciated, in as much as they are com-
bined with great professional zeal and much kind-
ness and amiability of character”.(7) MacKay did not
get the position.

1. Jamieson, Heber C. “A Short Sketch of Medical Progress in Alberta”, CMAJ 20: 188-190, 1929. The article was written shortly
after Jamieson’s 1928 appointment as the first UofA Professor of Medical History.

2. Mitchell, Ross Medicine in Manitoba, pages 16, 36-46, 1954. Peter Romulus (actually Peter Romieux) of Three Rivers was
the first surgeon contracted by the HBC on February 8, 1668. He sailed aboard the Nonsuch to Canada that
year. In 1672 he was re-contracted, with “tenn pounds to bee deducted out of the first wages due to him”.

3. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta, the First 75 Years, pages 2-15, AMA, 1947. A decade earlier Jamieson wrote The
Pioneer Doctor of Alberta: William Morrison MacKay, in the CMAJ 37: 388-393, October 1937. Dr.
MacKay was the topic Dr. Jamieson selected for the first meeting of the Jamieson Medical History Club at
the UofA on December 9, 1936, Edmonton. For more background on medical men and medicine in the fur
trade see Joan Feather’s Doctors in the Fur Trade in the Northwest 1670 to 1870, seventeen pages with
forty-eight references and an annotated bibliography of twenty-three references, a paper written for
Professor T.D. Regehr at the UofS, November 21, 1984. Copy in possession of the author.

4. Hungerford, Geordie The MacKay family bible records “William Morrison MacKay, Dec 22, 1836 Cambusbarron, Scotland-Feb
25, 1917 Edmonton. [and for his wife] Jane Flett Dec 20, 1857 LaPierre’s House, Yukon, Aug 8, 1947
Edmonton”. Geordie Hungerford is a fourth generation descendent of Dr. and Mrs. MacKay.

5. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta, page 6.
6. Miller, James “The Edinburgh Medical Faculty of One Hundred Years Ago”. CMAJ 50: 75-83, January 1944. Also see H.C.

Jamieson’s Early Medicine in Alberta, pages 5-8.
7. MacKay, William M. Testimonials in favor of William Morrison MacKay. Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh.

Lately Assistant Medical Practitioner at Corstorphine, East Linton, October 1861. The twenty testimonials
(fifteen pages) include one from James Y. Simpson. Copy in the Jamieson Papers, UAA.

WILLIAM MORRISON MACKAY, MD
1836-1917

“The ashes of many a campfire around which Dr. MacKay sat
with his Indian and Halfbreed companions half of a century ago

have long since been scattered by the winds of the north,
but the visions he saw in the blue smoke

of the dying embers are fast becoming a reality.”(1)
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While working in East London, MacKay was physi-
cally attacked during a house call. MacKay drove off
the robber with his whip, injuring him in the face.
MacKay later returned to the hospital and found him-
self treating the same man who had tried to rob him.

While in Edinburgh on a furlough, MacKay met his
cousin Fraser, who was the General Secretary of the
Hudson’s Bay Company in London. During a dinner
banquet, Fraser persuaded him to join the HBC.(8) The
Canadian North needed doctors so Dr. MacKay
joined as a surgeon and sailed from London on June
13, 1864 on the Barque Prince Albert. It ran aground
in the entranceway to the Hudson Bay. Re-floated at
high tide, the ship arrived at York Factory with a large
boulder lodged in its hull. After docking, the boulder
fell out and beached the boat.

Just after he arrived in Manitoba a scout took
MacKay out on the prairies. They were attacked by a
polar bear. It was a harrowing introduction to the
north.

Following his York Factory arrival, he started a diary.
MacKay maintained it for thirty years before the diary

was mislaid shortly after his death.(9) It would have
described the outbreaks of scarlet fever, measles, and
typhus he faced at York Factory in 1864-1867 and
would have provided a comparison with Dr. P.W.
Mathew’s observations on Diseases Among the
Indians frequenting York Factory from 1864-1884.(10)

The HBC Years 1864-1898
In Canada’s Year of Confederation (1867) MacKay
volunteered for service in the HBC MacKenzie River
District. After a year at Norway House on the
Churchill River, he transferred to Fort Simpson at the
junction of the Liard and Mackenzie Rivers in 1868
in the NWT. There he remained for four years and
met his future wife, Jane Flett.

Fort Simpson was the District HBC headquarters, just
downstream from the western end of Great Slave
Lake. It had a library of about one thousand volumes
collected by Chief Factor Julian Stewart, Bishop
Bompass and Chief Factor William Hardisty.(11)

For MacKay the everyday issues at Fort Simpson con-
cerned the fur trade. Dr. MacKay also made frequent
house calls throughout the district as he made his fur

8. Jamieson, Heber C. Obituary of Dr. W.M. MacKay. Edmonton Bulletin, February 26, 1917. Unsigned. The similarity of the obit-
uary and the nine page manuscript found in the Jamieson papers indicated the author was the same and
the obituary was an early draft of the October 1937 CMAJ article on Dr. MacKay. It became the chapter on
Dr. MacKay in Jamieson’s book Early Medicine in Alberta (1947). Deposited in the UofA Heber C. Jamieson
Papers, Accession 81-104, UAA.

9. Jamieson, Heber C. “The History of Medicine in Alberta”, AMB 1: 15-16, April 1936.
10. Mathews, Percy W. “Notes on Diseases Among the Indians Frequenting York Factory, Hudsons Bay”, Canadian Medical and

Surgical Journal, pages 13-20, March 1885. Expanded upon by William B. Ewart in Causes of Mortality in
Sub-arctic Settlement (York Factory, Manitoba) 1714-1945, CMAJ 129: 571-574, September 15, 1983.
Mathews analyzed the cause of 500 aboriginal deaths from 1864-84. They were from: Bronchitis and
Pneumonia (35%), TB and other communicable diseases (30%), Heart disease (10%), Infantile convulsions
(10%) and others (15%). The “others” must have included a “very large proportion … of hereditary and
acquired” syphilis, as referenced in the Manitoba Northwest and British Columbia Lancet 1: 173, 1888.

11. Jamieson, Heber C. Obituary of Dr. W.M. MacKay, page 6.

Last Meeting of the Wintering Partners, Fort Garry, 1887. Dr. MacKay is in the second row, seventh from left.
Lord Strathcona is in the front row, third from left.
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trade rounds, visiting any Bay men or Indians who
were sick. Trips to Forts at Liard, Fort Chipewyan,
and down the Mackenzie were part of his annual
tour. In 1872 Dr. MacKay was given his first charge
at Fort Rae on the northern shores of Great Slave
Lake. While stationed at Fort Rae he returned to Fort
Simpson and married Jane Flett in 1874.(12)

Jane (Flett) MacKay was born at LaPierre’s House,
Yukon, to James Flett an Orkneyman, and Mary a
Loucheux (Gwich’in) from Peel’s River Fort, now Fort
McPherson. Jane moved to Fort Simpson shortly after
her mother died in the scarlet fever epidemic of
1865. She lived with the Anglican minister and his
family until she met Dr. MacKay.(13)

The MacKays were soon transferred to Fort
Resolution on the southern shores of Great Slave
Lake, where the couple remained from 1876 to
1880. The MacKays would have four sons and nine
daughters born at numerous forts throughout the
Northwest Territories and Northern Alberta (Appendix
I). During an outbreak of scarlet fever, Mrs. MacKay
and six of her children contracted it. One daughter
passed away. Dr. MacKay provided what care and
treatment he could under the circumstances.(14)

Family Stories Abound
One story related by Florence MacKay Murdoch was
about Dr. and Mrs. MacKay traveling on a northern
prairie, when a herd of caribou stampeded towards

them. Dr. MacKay held up his cloak and covered his
wife. The herd separated, sparing their lives.

Dr. MacKay was considered quite an anomaly by the
natives. Having only one good eye and the other a
glass eye. Some natives believed that, after he took
his eye out to go to sleep, he was still watching them
with his glass eye.

Louise MacKay remembered the family life in the
Forts. Her father would travel on rounds by York boat
or dogsled, decked out in his fur jacket and his bead-
ed jacket made by Mrs. MacKay. Whenever he
returned, an advance party would tell of his impend-
ing arrival, the flag would rise, and a piper would
begin to play. She recalled the Indians coming to
trade, banging their drums and chanting into the
night. In his Factor days with the Hudson’s Bay
Company Dr. MacKay had a personal bagpiper, who
would pipe his traveling procession into the forts.
Florence MacKay Murdoch recalled that Dr. MacKay
and his family were piped from Fort Chipewyan to
Edmonton upon his retirement.

During a furlough to York Factory in 1881, Dr.
MacKay added a trip to Scotland to update his med-
ical education and visit his daughter Agnes Jane
MacKay. She was studying at a girls’ school in
Edinburgh.(15) While on the ship he met Princess
Louise, the wife of the Governor General. She
requested several audiences with Dr. MacKay. He

12. McDougall, Phyllis Eirene MacKay McDougall, a granddaughter of Dr. MacKay, stated that Janet Flett was his second
Phyllis E.M. wife, in an interview in October 2002 with her son John R. McDougall Ph.D. His first wife she said, was

the daughter of a Russian trader with whom he fell in love during a trip in the western Arctic region. There
was no record of any children from the first marriage.
Other MacKay descendants give a different story. Louise MacKay Wilson and the Florence MacKay
Murdoch referred to Jane Flett as a descendant from a “Siberian Princess”. The reason was to deny the fami-
ly’s Indian ancestry. Both the Wilson and Murdoch families believe Jane Flett was Dr. MacKay’s first wife.
See Appendix I for a chronological list of the MacKay’s thirteen children.
Dr. MacKay and the MacKay children protected Jane Flett MacKay’s aboriginal ancestry. For Society Balls
Dr. MacKay would take one of his older daughters instead of his wife. Once when Jane Flett MacKay was
elderly and sick, a young doctor was called. He declined to treat an aboriginal woman. Another doctor was
called. The first doctor was disciplined.
Daughter Florence MacKay Murdoch entertained her father in his old age. Dr. MacKay told her she was his
“special gift” to bring him comfort in his old age. In return he would tell her stories of the north. Grandson
Geordie Murdoch M.D. recalled the story of a Pioneer Society tea where Jane Flett MacKay was well
respected. In contradistinction citizens on streetcars would stare and mutter that she was an Indian. The
author’s information source was great-grandson Geordie Murdoch Hungerford (2006).

13. Hungerford, Geordie Personal communication October 27, 2005, February 27, and March 8, 2006. Jane Flett’s earliest memory
was of her father sobbing over her mother’s death bed. James Flett remarried and the family later moved to
Fort Simpson. Information sources were the HBC records and the Anglican Missionary Diaries of Revs.
Kirkby and McDonald.

14. Jamieson, Heber C. Obituary of Dr. W.M. MacKay, page 9.
15. Mathews, Kimberley D. HBC Men and their Native Wives, page 11. Miss Kimberley Dahl Mathews a fourth generation descendant

wrote a major paper entitled, “HBC Men and their Native Wives – My Family from Past to Present – James
Flett and Dr. W.M. MacKay” on April 19, 1999 while at York University. She recorded (page 16), that the
MacKay’s “had 16 children, all spaced two years apart”. Copy in the possession of the author.
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16. Wilson, Charles P. Historical Society of Manitoba, Transactions Series 111(5): 42-44, 1950. Each HBC position held by Dr.
MacKay, from a Clerk and Surgeon to Chief Factor in charge of a District (16 entries) was filed under HB
Archives Search File MacKay William Morrison. Personal communication from Anne Morton, HBC
Archives, Winnipeg, July 5, 1993.

17. MacKay, Sheila, Personal communication. The comments were made by Dr. MacKay’s granddaughter Toots Wilson
McDougall, John R. (deceased). Ms. Sheila MacKay was Dr. MacKay’s great-granddaughter-in-law. This story was corroborated

by Phyllis E.M. McDougall during an interview in October 2002. Dr. McDougall was the CEO of the
Alberta Research Council.

18. Jamieson, Heber C. “The Pioneer Doctor of Alberta: William Morrison MacKay”, CMAJ 37: 388-391, October 1937. For further
information on the epidemics, their spread, and the vaccination methods employed on the plains, see A.J.
Ray’s “Smallpox – the Epidemic of 1837-38”, Beaver Outfit 306(2): 8-13 Autumn 1975; JWR McIntyre and
Stuart Houston’s “Smallpox and its Control in Canada”, CMAJ 161(12): 1543-1574, December 14, 1999;
John Bunn’s “Smallpox Epidemic of 1869-70”. Alberta Historical Review 11(2): 13-19, 1963 and Arthur J.
Ray’s “William Todd Doctor and Trade, for the Hudson’s Bay Company”, 1816-51, Prairie Forum 9(1): 13-
26, 1984.

told her of his experiences in the north. She was so
interested that she asked, if his pregnant wife should
give birth to a girl, the daughter be named Louise,
which she was. Princess Louise was the daughter of
Queen Victoria. The province of Alberta and Lake
Louise were named after her.

When Dr. MacKay returned from Scotland he was
appointed the Chief Trader at Fort Resolution from
1882-83. Then he was transferred to Fort Dunvegan
on the Peace River from 1883-86, and to Lesser Slave
Lake (Grouard) from 1886-91. During his final post-
ing to Fort Chipewyan (1891-98), he was appointed
the Factor in Charge of the District, two years before
his retirement. Dr. MacKay’s career in the HBC serv-
ice covered thirty-four years.

Dr. MacKay was promoted from a clerk to a Junior
Chief Trader (1879), Chief Trader (1884), Chief Trader
in charge of a District (1891) and a Factor in Charge
in 1896.(16) These promotions do not match his HBC

titles, suggesting some appointments were acting or
were confirmed at a later date.

During his assignments and travels he was frequently
required to provide medical care to the Indians.
MacKay’s granddaughter Louise Wilson told how the
MacKay children were vaccinated and sent to adja-
cent reserves during the communicable period, so
that they could spread the attenuated smallpox virus
and increase the immunity amongst Indian chil-
dren.(17)

During the second major smallpox outbreak on the
prairies between 1869 and 1870, (after the one in
1837/38), MacKay traveled 1000 miles (one way)
from Fort Simpson by dog-train to Fort Carlton on the
North Saskatchewan. He arrived there just as the out-
break was ending, and returned forthwith when he
heard the epidemic had spread to Great Bear Lake
and Fort Rae on Great Slave Lake.(18)

The MacKay Family, circa 1900 3-5
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Surgery was not Dr. MacKay’s forte. On one occasion
while at Fort Resolution, a HBC employee was gored
by a bull. The large gash in his abdomen was debrid-
ed by Dr. MacKay. When it was closure time he
turned to his wife. “You’re better at this work than I
am, you sew this up.” She did so with twelve stitch-
es. The patient made a speedy and permanent recov-
ery.(19) The anesthetic agent used was not recorded
nor was the availability of carbolic acid, chloroform
or ether noted. Dr. MacKay would have been aware
of Lister’s new antiseptic techniques through his edu-
cational experiences during his furlough year in
1881.(20)

Mrs. MacKay was Dr. MacKay’s life-long nurse even
when he was visiting district forts. On one occasion
when Dr. MacKay was away, a young man cut an
artery in his foot with an axe. Mrs. MacKay stopped
the bleeding and sewed him up, saving his life. The
boy’s mother was so thankful, she sent Mrs. MacKay
her diamond ring.

Few drugs were available to Dr. Mackay and fewer
were effective.(21) According to Mrs. MacKay the cup-
board consisted of Epsom Salts, rhubarb and some

native healing powders, which were used when all
else failed.(22)

In the winter of 1882 Dr. MacKay responded to a
call for help to visit the sick wife of his friend James
MacDougall in Edmonton. He left Fort Dunvegan on
the Peace River in northern Alberta for Fort
Edmonton covering part of the two hundred miles
using locally manufactured skates.(23) The only other
physician on the Alberta prairies, Dr. George Verey
had passed away the year before. Verey had been
brought west by Reverend George McDougall, first to
Edmonton in 1872 and then to practice briefly at
Morleyville on the Bow River. Making ends meet in
Edmonton was a difficult task. Dr. Verey taught
school and planted crops along the river lowlands
near the Royal Glenora Club in addition to practicing
medicine.(24)

As the Chief Factor at Fort Chipewyan, Dr. MacKay
continued to make yearly rounds of the Peace River
District. When the York boat was replaced by the
steamer Wrigley in 1887, and then by the stern-
wheeler Grahame in 1889, Peace River travel
became much faster.(25) During his rounds he met and

19. McDougall, Phyllis E.M. Interview, October 2002.
20. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta, page 13.
21. Briggs, Elizabeth, Before Modern Medicine: Disease and Yesterday’s Remedies, 216 pages and York Factory Medical

Briggs, Collin Journals 1846-1849. Privately printed in Winnipeg, 1998 and 2000. Also see P.W. Mathews’ “Notes on
Diseases Among the Indians Frequenting York Factory”, Canadian Medical and Surgical Journal, pages 13-
20, March 1885.

22. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta, page 12.
23. Rostrup, Olaf “Dr. William Morrison MacKay 1836-1917”. AMB 31(2): 66-67, May 1966. They were files screwed into

his boots.
24. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta, pages 15-16. Jac Macdonald uncovered additional information on Dr. Verey as

well as some photographs for his article Edmonton’s Tragic first Doctor, Edmonton Journal, Friday, January
24, 2004.

25. Jamieson, Heber C. Obituary, page 8 and “The Pioneer Doctor William Morrison MacKay”, CMAJ 37: 392, 1937.

Dr. George Verey

by Elizabeth and Colin Briggs, 1998
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assisted northern authors Warburton Pike (1889),
Casper Whitney (1895), and J.W. Tyrrell (1897) on
their trips into the barren lands. He appeared in their
books, as well as anecdotally in the reminiscences of
Isaac Cowie (1913) and A.C. Garrioch (1929) and,
more recently, in D.J. Comfort’s “Ribbon of Water
and Steamboats North” (1974) and D.W. Leonard’s
“Delayed Frontier” (1995).(26) Cowie sent an auto-
graphed version of his book to Dr. MacKay, which is
still in the collection of the Louise MacKay family.

A good friend of Donald Smith (Lord Strathcona), Dr.
MacKay was invited to witnessed the driving of the
Last Spike on the Canadian Pacific Railroad. Dr.
MacKay was also in attendance for the last meeting
of the Wintering Partners of the Hudson’s Bay
Company in Fort Gary in 1887.

The Edmonton Years 1898-1917
Dr. MacKay retired from the HBC in 1898. Following
a brief illness, he opened a practice in Edmonton.(27)

In 1902, Dr. MacKay was elected the first President
of the Northern Alberta Medical Association, the

forerunner of the Edmonton Academy of Medicine.(28)

The election was as much an honour as it was a
respectful tribute to Dr. MacKay. Illness shortened his
appointment. Dr. H.C. Wilson succeeded him the
next year.(29) Dr. MacKay turned down an appoint-
ment to the Senate from Sir Wilfred Laurier.

Dr. MacKay’s name was remembered in Northern
Alberta and the NWT through Fort MacKay, the
MacKay River and MacKay Lake. In 1904,
Edmonton’s McKay (sic) Avenue School was named
after him. It was built across the street from his home
on 99th Avenue, between 104th and 105th Streets.
Notable McKay Avenue graduates have included
Canadian Supreme Court Justice Ronald Martland,
actor Leslie Neilson, hockey Commissioner Clarence
Campbell and pilot Wop May.(30)

No doubt Dr. MacKay smiled with satisfaction when
the first and second Legislative Assemblies of the
new Province of Alberta were held in the school’s
third floor assembly room.

Dr. MacKay and his family attended the opening of
the first legislature. His daughter Florence MacKay,
who was attending the McKay (sic) school in
Edmonton at the time, vividly recalled the singing of

26. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta, page 14. Warburton Pike’s The Barren Ground of Northern Canada, pages 12-18,
63, 150-151, 163, 235-240, Macmillan 1892; Caspar Whitney’s On snow shoes to the Barren Lands,
Osgood, Mcllvaine, 1896; J.W. Tyrrell’s Across the Sub-Arctic of Canada, pages 14, 45-58, Briggs, 1898; I.
Cowie’s, The Company of Adventures, pages 100-101, 110-111, 115-119, 144-145, Briggs 1913; A.C.
Garrioch’s A Hatchet Mark in Duplicate, pages 14-19, Ryerson 1929; D.J. Comfort’s Ribbon of Water and
Steamboats North, 1974 and D.W. Leonard’s Delayed Frontier, pages 86, 101-102, 185, Edmonton
Historical Society 1995.

27. Rostrup, Olaf “Dr. William Morrison MacKay”, page 67.
28. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta, page 14.
29. Letts, Harry The Edmonton Academy of Medicine, a History, pages 1-2, 1986.
30. MacKay, William M. McKay – The School, Edmonton Public Schools Archives/Museum, 88-2.

Dr. MacKay’s 1901 NWT Medical Registration (#173)
Signed by Drs. Lafferty and Kennedy

History of Fort McMurray by D.J. Comfort, 1974
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“The Maple Leaf Forever” as part of the opening pro-
gram. The school’s assembly room has since been
refurbished to its original 1906/07 state.(31)

In his youth Dr. MacKay was over six feet in height, a
good horseman and a strong swimmer.(32) He was a
hardy traveler, and an observant, practical, realistic,
friendly and thoughtful man.(33) The authors he met,
and the anecdotes they wrote, tell of his other talents
as a raconteur, dancer, and violinist who always
enjoyed a good party. Dr. G.D. Stanley visited him
shortly before he died and characterized him as per-
sonable, quiet, kind and genial, devoid of ostenta-
tiousness, and generous with his advice, experiences
and wisdom to all those who crossed his path. He
was “a real gentleman … the ever helpful friend to
Indian and white alike … a banker, trader, teacher,
preacher, lawyer – in fact a veritable Solomon …
Few only have been blessed with such opportunity
and none fulfilled the trust better”.(34)

After falling and injuring himself on an icy Jasper
Avenue sidewalk six days earlier, Dr. MacKay died
on February 25, 1917 at age eighty-one.(35) His body
lay in the parlour of his house for several days so
Edmontonians and Albertans could pay their last
respects. His house at 9410-105th Street (410-5th
Street) remained the family home until the death of

his wife Jane Flett MacKay in 1947. Many of his
grandchildren were born in the home. The house was
the first one in Edmonton with electric lights. It was
torn down in the 1980s.

The Dr. William Morrison MacKay Chapter of the
IODE was organized by his daughters and grand-
daughters. When it was disbanded a memorial schol-
arship at the University of Alberta was established for
aboriginal students in honour of Dr. and Mrs.
MacKay.(36) In June 1997, the AMA named the main
floor conference room of AMA House after Dr.
William Morrison MacKay, the Pioneer Physician of
Alberta, so future physicians could:

“… respect the sentiment
that belongs to medicine in the past

and honour the struggle
which those early medical pioneers

in Alberta had to maintain as medicine was then,
and endeavour to better things

for those who shall succeed them.”(37)

31. MacKay, William M. MacKay – The First Legislature, Edmonton Public Schools Archives/Museum, #88-3.
32. Rostrup, Olaf “Dr. William Morrison MacKay”, page 67.
33. Wilson, Charles P. Historical Society of Manitoba, Transactions Series III, No. 5, pages 42-43, 1950.
34. Stanley, George D. “Doctor William Morrison MacKay”, CACHB 4(3): 13-15, November 1939. Dr. Stanley periodically visited

Dr. MacKay from 1913-1917, when Stanley was the MLA for High River.
35. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta” page 14. There were two sons, six daughters and his wife Jane, alive in 1917.

Also see MacKay’s Obituary, page 1.
36. Lawrence, B. The New Trail 50(3): 15, Autumn 1995. For background information on the IODE after WWI in Canada see

The Canadian Military Journal, pages 123-124, June 1953.
37. Stanley, George D. “Medical Pioneering in Alberta”. Alberta Historical Review 1(1): 1-9, April 1953. Reprinted by the

Historical Society of Alberta in Alberta Pioneers, Vol. 1: 6, 1969.

Opening Alberta’s First Legislature, March 15, 1906

Dr. MacKay’s 1906 Alberta Medical Registration (#61)
Signed by Drs. Brett (Pres.), Hotson (Vice Pres.)

and Lafferty (Registrar)
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Related Profiles: Rae, Hector, Nevitt
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Medical Care in the North-West Rebellions of
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McKay (sic) Avenue School – site of Alberta’s first
Legislative Assembly, 1908

Mrs. W.M. MacKay’s, 80th Birthday, Edmonton Journal,
December 29, 1937
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APPENDIX I
The Thirteen MacKay Children

1) James Aeneas (“Aeneas”) was born on July 29, 1875 at Fort Simpson. Died November 28, 1903 in
Edmonton. He was studying to be a doctor when he decided to join the Klondike Gold Rush. He was
struck by a mining bucket which crushed his chest. Jane Flett MacKay traveled to the Yukon to bring him
home to Edmonton where he died soon after. He had no children.

2) William Duncan (“Duncan”), born July 26, 1877 on Dead Island, Great Slave Lake. He married Dec. 2,
1904 and died in Victoria, BC during WWII. He had two children in Victoria.

3) Agnes Jane Margaret (“Sissy”), born June 29, 1879 at Fort Resolution. She married 1) Olson, 2) George
Harvey and had four children (Ivy Harvey Matthews, Alex Harvey, John Harvey, Rungna Harvey
Hilliard).

4) Mary Louse (“Louise”), born October 4, 1881 at Fort Resolution, married John Arthur Harley and died
July 1977 in Edmonton. They had two children (Arthur Harley, Janet Louise Harley Wilson).

5) George Frederick (“George”), born November 29, 1883 at Fort Dunvegan. He died December 20, 1925
in Edmonton from complications from shrapnel wounds and mustard gas inhalation during WWI. He
never married but had one illegitimate son.

6) Emily Alice, lived from December 17, 1885 to October 4, 1886 at Fort Dunvegan.

7) Harriet Capel (“Hattie”), born October 7, 1887 at Lesser Slave Lake. She died April 24, 1958 in
Edmonton. Married 1) Charles Roy and 2) R. Blackmer. No children.

8) Eirene Ester (“Eirenie”), born April 4, 1890 at Fort Chipewyan married Roland Sladden. They had four
children (Hope Sladden Cook, Jeanne Sladden Lang, Phyllis Sladden MacDougall, Bert Sladden).

9) Jessie Fyfe, born September 25, 1892. Died June 13, 1894 at Fort Chipewyan.

10) Florence Edith (“Florence”), born November 2, 1894 at Fort Chipewyan. Died August 27, 1991 in
Vancouver. She married Robert Murdoch and had two children (George “Geordie” Murdoch and Agnes
“Jane” Murdoch Knott). George “Geordie” Murdoch followed in his grandfather’s footsteps as a physi-
cian in Vancouver. His daughter Jean Murdoch also practiced medicine.

11) Charles Edward, born November 13, 1896 in Fort Chipewyan. Died March 20, 1901 in Edmonton. He
died of scarlet fever.

12) Ethel, born June 30, 1899 in Edmonton. Died unmarried September 8, 1983 in Edmonton.

13) Nora, born April 20, 1901. Died August 13, 1901 in Edmonton.

Source: The MacKay family Bible which lists thirteen children.

Further Fur Trade References

On the HBC: 1) the University of Winnipeg’s Rupertsland Research Centre Colloquiums, Papers and Reports;
2) the North American Fur Trade Conference Reports; and 3) the Hudson Bay Record Society Publications on
the HBC from 1670-1870, (33 volumes) including the authoritative two volume History of the HBC by E.E.
Rich (Numbers 20, 21).
On Medicine during the HBC era: 1) Manitoba Medicine by Ian Carr and R.E. Beamish (1999); 2) Medicine
in Manitoba by Ross Mitchell (1954).


