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The Macleod Group
from Early Medicine in
Alberta, Heber C.
Jamieson, 1947

Meeting to form the Western Medical Canadian Federation, Banff, 1907.
Dr. Brett is in the middle row (3rd from L); Dr. Kennedy middle row (L) and Dr. Lafferty, front row (L)
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Introduction
Dr. George A. Kennedy was the first full time physi-
cian to join the NWMP, then stay and practice in the
NWT/Alberta. He did for thirty-five years.(2) Kennedy
came to Fort Macleod in 1878 as a NWMP surgeon,
at the age of twenty. His UofT Dean of Medicine had
referred him to the NWMP because he was under
twenty-one and was too young to sign prescriptions.
He also loved the outdoors.

During Dr. Kennedy’s eight years with the NWMP
(1878-1887), he carefully observed and succinctly
described medicine on the Canadian frontier. His
annual reports are the most explicit, informative, and
consistently well-told summaries, that describe the
diseases the NWMP surgeons treated, the diagnoses
they made, and the hygiene measures they intro-
duced.(3)

But it was not straightforward medicine. Having to
treat the Sioux who came into Canada with Sitting
Bull from 1876-1881 provided a high risk diversion
from the mundane life of daily NWMP sick parades.
When it came to treatment, Dr. Kennedy had only
the most frugal of drug cupboards.

The fact that he stayed, renewed his NWMP contract,
settled in Fort Macleod, and remained a prairie med-
ical leader attests to the depth of his calling and the
medical competence he brought to it. His colleagues

could always call upon him, and did as the medical
organizations in the NWT and Alberta were formed.
Dr. Kennedy was in the vanguard that brought full
time physicians to the prairies, built the hospitals,
introduced medicine and surgery, and set the profes-
sional example to be followed.(4)

Arriving in Fort Macleod in October 1878, Dr.
Kennedy became responsible for a 22,500 square
mile tract of land in southern Alberta along the 49th
parallel. A year after his arrival he faced his first out-
break of “typhomalaria or remitting” fever. Typhoid
fever would cause twenty-three NWMP deaths, of
the ninety-six that occurred between 1886 and 1900
and many more before 1886. By the late 1890s the
cause of the serious fever that plagued the NWMP
Forts was known to be typhoid fever. In 1904/5 the
first NWT medical laboratory was built in Regina at
the insistence of the NWT Medical Executive
Council, while Dr. Kennedy was President.(5)

Politically thwarted from being appointed as the sen-
ior NWMP surgeon in 1882 at age twenty-three, Dr.
Kennedy decided to remain in the Force until 1887.
He strove to improve hospital facilities, sanitation,
and hygiene in and around the forts. Kennedy care-
fully recorded his own observations and presented
his research on Climate, Health and Medical Disease
at the CMA meeting in Banff in 1889. The next day

1. Ells, S.C. Northland Trails (n.d.) as quoted by J.B. Ritchie in George Alexander (sic) Kennedy, MD, 1858-1913,
Canadian Journal of Surgery 1: 297, July 1958. The Kennedy profile was published in Five Celebrated Early
Surgeons of Southern Alberta by the Lethbridge Historical Society as Occasional Paper #43, in May 2006.

2. (Kennedy, G.A.) The first NWMP physicians to work full-time in the NWT were Drs. Kittson, Nevitt, Miller and Kennedy.
3. Kennedy, George A. The NWMP Surgeon annual reports were reprinted by Coles Canadiana in 1973. For a list of the reports of

Drs. Kittson, Kennedy, and Jukes see Appendix 1.
4. Stanley, George D. “George Allan Kennedy,” CACHB 5(2): 7-10, August 1940. Dr. Kennedy practiced from October 1878 until

his fatal illness in 1913. Dr. Andrew Everett Porter practiced from 1878 to 1940. He arrived in the summer
of 1878 at Prince Albert, Saskatchewan shortly before Kennedy. Porter moved to Coleman, Alberta in 1893,
then to Nova Scotia from 1893-1910, before returning to Edmonton from 1910-1940 (CACHB 6(3): 10,
November 1941). The second physician to stay in Alberta for the lifetime of his practice was Dr. H.C.
Wilson (Edmonton, 1882-1909) and the third was Dr. L.G. deVeber (Fort Macleod, 1882-1890 and
Lethbridge 1890-1915). The earliest physicians to practice in the NWT and leave were Dr. G. Verey
(Edmonton, 1872-81), L.J. Munro (Edmonton, 1882-86), O.C. Edwards (Regina, 1882-89 and later in Fort
Macleod, 1901-15), and A. Henderson (Calgary, 1883-87).

5. Neatby, Hilda “The Medical Profession in the North West Territories,” Saskatchewan History 2(2): 1-16, May 1949. The
full article is reprinted in Part 2.

GEORGE ALLAN KENNEDY, MB
1858-1913

“Contemptuous of a cloistered sheltered life,
(He)…Spurned the tedium of the trodden ways;
Eager to blaze new trails through lands unknown,
To trace new trails across the foaming Sea,
Eager to sew where others had not sewn,
Eager to challenge unknown Destiny”(1)
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Dr. Kennedy was elected the first President of the
newly formed NWT Medical Association (NWTMA).

When the NWT was bisected by the fourth meridian
in 1905, into Alberta and Saskatchewan, Dr. Kennedy
was one of the medical leaders who helped form the
AMA and College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Alberta. In recognition, Kennedy was made the first
honorary President of the College in 1906, and was
elected the second President of the College in 1907.

Along with Dr. R.G. Brett, Dr. Kennedy sought to
resolve the lack of a portable examination and
licensing system, that allowed physicians to register
and practice in different provinces. They proposed a
Western Canadian Medical Federation to resolve the
problem. It resurrected the Canada Medical Act
dicusssions which were approved in 1912, creating
the Medical Council of Canada.(6) Kennedy died pre-
maturely the next year at age 55.

From Youth to MB 1858-1878
George Allan Kennedy was born in Dundas, Ontario
on April 16, 1858. He was raised in a strict
Presbyterian household. As a youth he came to love
the outdoors and Mother Nature. He would find
injured birds or animals and take them home, treat
their injuries, or set their fractures.

Dundas was the hometown of Dr. William Osler.
Osler was nine years older than Kennedy and left to
study medicine at the University of Toronto when
Kennedy was a youngster. Both loved nature and the
outdoors. The two must have known each other as
Osler did four preceptorships or locums in Dundas
and Hamilton from 1868-1874, when Kennedy was
between ten and sixteen years of age. Osler complet-
ed his medical degree in Montreal in 1872 before
joining the McGill medical faculty in 1874. Osler
was likely one of Kennedy’s role models.(7)

After graduating from St. Catharines Collegiate circa
1873, Kennedy headed to UofT to follow his dream

of a career in medicine.(8) Graduating as the silver
medallist in his class of 1878, he interned at the
Hamilton General Hospital. Six months later Dr.
Kennedy was still too young to enter medical prac-
tice. Though Kennedy was not yet twenty-one, the
UofT Dean of Medicine recommended him to
replace Dr. R.B. Nevitt as the fourth NWMP surgeon.
Like his predecessors Drs. Kittson, Nevitt, and Miller,
he received a salary of $1000 per year. His contract
commenced on October 2, 1878.(9)

Heading west from Toronto on the Great Western
and Union Pacific Railways, Kennedy boarded the
Sternwheeler Missouri Queen in St. Louis. The next
six days were spent either on a sand bar or on the
Missouri River, dialoguing with one of the two hun-
dred and fifty passengers onboard, the well known
author Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens). Twain was on
a contract from the American Government to lecture

6. Kerr, Robert B. The History of the Medical Council of Canada, pages 18-26, 1979. The first page of the Canadian Medical
Register and a photo of the members of the first Medical Council November 7-9, 1912 appear opposite
page 66. Kennedy along with the Board of the MCC became the first registrants.

7. Bliss, Michael William Osler. A Life in Medicine, pages 44, 57, 68-69, 73, 79, UTP, 1998. After leaving his home in 1866
at age 17, Osler returned to Dundas in 1868 and 1869 to assist Dr. Holford Walker. After graduating from
McGill in 1872, Osler did locums in Hamilton and Dundas in 1872 and 1874. He wrote frequent letters
home to his parents as well. Osler’s first mentor was the naturalist Rev. W.A. Johnson of Toronto. Osler ded-
icated his 1892 Principles and Practices of Medicine to Johnson, Bovell and Howard. Rev. Johnson’s son
Andrew Jukes Johnson took medicine at Toronto and McGill at the same time as Osler. Dr. Augustus Jukes
was Rev. Johnson’s brother-in-law, as outlined in Dr. Reginald Deane’s “Augustus Jukes,” CACHB 2(4): 1-5,
February 1938.

8. Betke, Carl “Kennedy, George Allan.” Dictionary of Canadian Biography 1911-1920, Volume 14: 556-558, 1998.
9. Ritchie, J.B. “Early Surgeons of the North West Mounted Police, Part III(2) Dr. George Alexander (sic) Kennedy,” CACHB

22(2): 210-212, November 1957.

George Kennedy, Surgeon NWMP, 1878-1887 10-4
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to new settlers on their civic responsibilities.
Kennedy stayed another three days to listen to
Twain’s speeches to new settlers in Fort Benton and
Helena, Montana. Then he headed to the NWT with
the latest batch of fifteen to twenty new recruits,
enjoying a taste of his first Indian summer.(10)

Following the riverside chats with Twain, Kennedy
described his life work in a letter to his parents. He
said he would seek to “bring relief to the suffering,
and introduce preventive medicine to whites, Indians
and members of the Force alike”.(11)

The NWMP Years 1878-1887
Dr. Kennedy arrived at Fort Macleod in October
1878. He was the sole practitioner for a practice that
stretched northward 150 miles from the American
border and 150 miles from the Rocky Mountains, to
near the Saskatchewan border. His practice at first
included the Blood and Peigan Reserves at Cardston
and Gleichen; one hundred NWMP Officers, another
one hundred townspeople and the nearby settlers.
The Indian Reservations harbored many social prob-
lems which Kennedy foresaw would be exacerbated
by the loss of the buffalo. The buffalo were gone by
1879.(12)

Kennedy’s first major medical problem was typhoma-
laria fever. The infamous fever went under numerous
titles: Rocky Mountain fever, Red River fever,
typhomalaria or typhomastic fever and remitting
fever. He concluded it was caused by malaria
because its clinical presentation was inconsistent, its
severity was unpredictable, and it responded to qui-
nine. The severe cases, he felt, were as a result of
typhoid fever superimposed on the malaria. The
combined effect of the diseases he noted increased
morbidity and mortality. He did not believe the two
entities were from the same microbe.

In the fall of 1879 Dr. Kennedy was called to Fort
Walsh. There he found over sixty cases of fever wait-
ing for him. One case involved his Chief, Dr. John
Kittson.(13) The first time Kittson developed typhoid
fever was at Swan River, Manitoba in 1874 after the
NWMP March. The second time he became ill was

10. Ritchie, J.B. “Early Surgeons of the North West Mounted Police, Part III(1) Dr. George Alexander Kennedy,” CACHB
22(2): 171-173, August 1957. Also see J.B. Ritchie’s “Early Surgeons of the North West Mounted Police,”
RCMP Quarterly 23(3): 233-236, January 1958.
Mark Twain was on a contract with the US Government to give lectures on the responsibilities of new set-
tlers at Fort Benton, Helena, and Silver City, Montana. Kennedy wrote his first letter home describing his
Missouri trip and meeting with Twain (Samuel Clemens). The letter(s) were in Dr. J.B. Ritchie’s possession or
were shown to him for reference purposes, when he wrote his CACHB articles in 1957 and 1958. Ritchie
quoted one Twain story on education from it: “When I was a boy of fourteen my father was so ignorant that
I could have hardly stood to have him around. But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how
much he had learned in seven years”. Kennedy said this story struck him as funny, but he was glad and
happy his parents had taught him to adhere to the straight and narrow path in life.

11. Ritchie, J.B. “Early Surgeons” RCMP Quarterly 23(3): 233-234. From reading Kennedy’s letter(s) to his parents, Ritchie
concluded that “his [Kennedy’s] own purpose in life…could be envisioned” by one of the verses in Gray’s
Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard that Twain quoted:

“Far from the madding crowds ignoble strife,
Their sober wishes never learned to stray;
Along the cool sequestered vale of life

They kept the noiseless tenor of their way”.
Unfortunately the letter(s) have not been found despite a search of National RCMP and Fort Macleod
Museum archives. The family archival material was given to the Fort Macleod Museum, as confirmed by Dr.
Kennedy’s granddaughter Barbara Stevens of Victoria, BC, during an interview on March 19, 1995.

12. LaDow, Beth The Medicine Line: Life and Death on a North American Borderland, pages 29-32, Routledge, 2002.
13. Stuart, R. Lion of the Frontier, pages 67-69, 1979. Constable Holtorf, whose life Steele had saved the previous winter,

Dr. Augustus Jukes, circa 1893 10-5
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while treating NWMP Inspector (later Sir) Sam Steele.
Fortunately both survived, though barely. To Kennedy,
the harsh reality was that the hygiene of Fort Walsh,
together with its location in a hollow, was particular-
ly unsatisfactory.(14) Kennedy left numerous orders to
enforce his recommendations and improve the physi-
cal structure of the hospitals and the sitting of privies.

It was some months before Officers Steele or Kittson
were able to resume their duties. Kittson’s incapacity
left Dr. Kennedy managing the twenty-nine hundred
Sioux who had accompanied Sitting Bull. They had
escaped over the Canadian border in 1877, following
the defeat of General Custer at the Battle of the Little
Big Horn in 1876. The nearest Fort to treat the Sioux
was Wood Mountain, which was another one hun-
dred miles east of Fort Walsh.

In his annual NWMP Report covering 1880,(15)

Kennedy wrote about treating the diarrhea and
dysentery that spread so easily through the Indian
camps, as well as the measles, whooping cough, and
influenza. He enumerated the waves of smallpox,
winter frostbites, accidents, trauma, and gunshot
injuries amongst the 200-400 men that were annual-
ly admitted to the Fort Walsh hospital. The NWMP
strength was less than half that number. The daily
sick parades, he noted, averaged about eight percent
of the total NWMP complement.(16)

In 1881 syphilis and gonorrhea arrived from south of
the border. The two venereal diseases infected not
only the aboriginals, but also about twenty recruits at
Fort Walsh.(17) To everyone’s relief, that same year the
remnants of the Sioux Band returned to the United
States.

Dr. Kittson resigned in 1881. On January 1, 1882 Dr.
Augustus Jukes from St. Catharines, Ontario was
appointed the NWMP senior surgeon by Prime
Minister Sir John A. Macdonald. Kennedy was placed
in charge of Forts Macleod and Calgary, in the
renamed Western Division of the NWMP. Jukes did
not arrive until the summer of 1882. In January and
February of 1882 Kennedy faced a smallpox epidem-
ic alone. He vaccinated 150-200 Indian children
along the US border. The uptake from the vaccina-
tions was seventy percent. His efforts aborted the
epidemic at the border.

Six months later on July 30, 1882 Kennedy was
joined by Staff Sergeant Dr. L.G. deVeber, whom he
stationed in Calgary, replacing “Doc” John Lauder
who had resigned.(18)

nursed him, riding miles for a daily pail of cold water. The last night Holtorf crept in to Steele’s room but
Steele awoke and asked why. When told, an amused Steele guffawed and ordered him out. The fever broke
the next morning. It was many days before Steele could walk without a cane. Slowly he recovered his tem-
porary memory loss. The illness was recounted in S.B Steele’s Forty Years in Canada, pages 145-146,
McGraw-Hill, Ryerson, 1972 edition.

14. Kittson, John G., “Annual Report of Surgeon Kittson” (1879) Fort McLeod, NWT, January 30, 1880, “Annual Report of
Kennedy, George A. Surgeon Kennedy” (1879) Fort Macleod, NWT, November 30, 1879 in Opening Up the West 1874-1881,

Coles Canadiana pages 27-35, 1973; and in J.B. Ritchie’s “Early Surgeons III(2),” CACHB 22(2): 201-204,
November 1957. Kittson reported the fever first appeared at Fort Walsh in 1876 (one case). In 1877 there
were several mild cases admitted to his Fort Walsh hospital. He reported eleven cases in 1878 (three of
typhomalaria type); seventeen in 1879 (typhomalaria type). No deaths occurred in the NWMP ranks in
1879 but two did amongst the white population (Mr. Clark and William Walsh). Many Metis and Indian
children died.

15. Kennedy, George A. “Annual Report of Surgeon Kennedy” (1880) at Fort Walsh, NWT, December 23, 1880 in Opening Up the
West 1874-1881, pages 44-49, Coles Canadiana, 1973 and J.B. Ritchie’s “Early Surgeons Part III(2) Doctor
George Alexander (sic) Kennedy,” 204-210, CACHB 22(3), November 1957.

16. Beahen, William, Red Coats on the Prairies – the North West Mounted Police 1873-1900, pages 186-189, Centrax 1998.
Horrall, Stan Also see “Early Surgeons III(2), Doctor George Alexander [sic] Kennedy,” CACHB 22(3): 204, November

1957.
17. Decker, Jody F. “Surgeons’ Stories,” Beaver 78(3): 24-27, June-July, 1998.
18. Price, Elizabeth B. “Doc” Lauder, Alberta History 37(4): 28-31.

NWMP Inspector Sam Steele 10-6
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Kennedy concluded by 1882 that try as he might,
Fort Walsh could not be cleaned up.(19) The problem
was water-based and no matter how much attention
was paid to hygiene, the fever still remained endem-
ic. With the arrival of the CPR in Regina in 1882,
Fort Walsh was closed. Surgeon Jukes and the
NWMP headquarters were moved to Regina, where a
new fort was built in 1883.

In the summer of 1883 Kennedy arranged for tempo-
rary medical coverage at Macleod (deVeber), and
Calgary (Henderson). Dr. F.X. Girard of Montreal
arrived in Fort Macleod as the first full-time physician
to provide medical services to Indians on the Blood
and Peigan Reservations. Girard stayed from 1883 to
1900.(20) Coupled with coverage from Regina by Dr.
Jukes, Kennedy was free to leave. He boarded a CPR

train for the east shortly before the rails reached
Calgary on August 11, 1883 and headed for

Cobourg, Ontario. There he married Alice Maude
Allen, whom he had met when she visited her broth-
er at Fort Walsh in 1881.(21)

The Kennedys returned to Calgary on January 2,
1884, in time for Dr. Kennedy to approve the renova-
tions that he had proposed for the hospital at Fort
Calgary. Then he traveled to Fort Macleod to super-
vise the new hospital that was being constructed
there. It was finished by May 20 of 1884 and con-
tained the first OR and dispensary in the NWT.
Kennedy said the hospital was probably the best in
the prairie west.(22)

Early in 1884 Kennedy advertised for a druggist to
join him. He was successful in May in securing Mr.
J.D. Higinbotham, a nineteen-year-old pharmacist
from Ontario.(23) Unrest was building on the prairies.
Changes in the land survey system from the river
based lots to the grid system were having an unset-
tling effect on the Metis. It was a repetition of what
had occurred in Manitoba in 1869/70. In 1884 the
Metis convinced Louis Riel to come back from

19. Kennedy, George A. “Annual Report of Surgeon Kennedy” (1880), Fort Walsh, NWT, December 23, 1880, pages 44-45. Kennedy
recorded no cases of “mountain fever” at Fort Walsh in 1880, although there were five cases of “intermit-
tent fever”. Kennedy gave three reasons for the paucity of cases that year: 1) great attention to sanitation, 2)
experience of former years, 3) the nature of the season (dry spring). “Mountain fever” as Kennedy was now
calling it, reoccurred in 1881 with thirteen cases at Fort Walsh, followed by thirty-eight cases in 1882.

20. Girard, F.X. Macleod Gazettes of June 28, 1883 and August 29, 1884. For more information on Dr. Girard’s remunera-
tion and competence see Maureen Lux’s Medicine That Walks, pages 143-146, 154, UTP, 2001.

21. Duncan, Joy Red Serge Wives, page 20, 1974.
22. Kennedy, George A. “Annual Report of Assistant Surgeon Kennedy,” written at Fort Macleod, December 4, 1884, pages 34-35,

59. The hospital consisted of two wards holding about ten cots/beds. There was a 10’ x 20’ surgery/dispen-
sary and three other small rooms. Other contemporary hospitals on the prairies included Winnipeg (1873),
twenty beds, increased to seventy-two beds in 1883, and Missoula Montana, 1873/4, nineteen beds. The
largest NWMP hospital was built in Regina (1887, twenty-five beds). For the Fort Macleod site plan see the
Report of the Commissioner of the NWMP, (1883, A.G. Irvine), page 59 in Settlers and Rebels 1882-1885,
Coles Canadiana 1973.

23. Higinbotham, John D.When the West was Young, pages 65-79, 1933. Reprinted by Bruce Haig, Lethbridge Herald, 1978. Also see
the F.H. Mewburn profile.

Mr. J.D. Higinbotham, Pioneer Pharmacist, circa 1884

Higinbotham Drug Store, Fort Macleod, 1884 10-8
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Montana to lead their protest movement. Riel’s con-
frontational approach with the Federal Government
led to the forty-seven day, second Northwest (Riel)
Rebellion from March 26 to May 12, 1885.

Kennedy did not join the militia. He remained as the
only physician at Fort Macleod, when Dr. deVeber
enlisted in the Rocky Mountain Rangers. A rumor of
warring Indians nearby led to the formation of a sum-
mer search patrol, which Kennedy joined. The patrol
scoured the countryside but found no traces of the
rumored Indians.(24)

In the fall of 1885 Kennedy diagnosed his first case
of Scarlet fever and described the case in the English
medical literature.(25) Dr. Kennedy had already com-
pleted construction of his first home in January of
1885.(26) In December 1885 Dr. Kennedy’s wife, who
had moved east in April at the start of the Rebellion,
returned in time to deliver their son Alan.

In October 1885 Kennedy’s druggist Mr. J.D.
Higinbotham, encouraged by the rapid expansion of
the coal mining community, moved to Lethbridge.
For the next two months Higinbotham, Kennedy and
deVeber practiced “medicine by mail … without sen-
tencing anyone to the cemetery”.(27) It appears that
Kennedy owned the building in Lethbridge in which
Higinbotham opened his drugstore. He had owned
the one in Fort Macleod.(28) Both Drs. deVeber and
Kennedy made frequent trips to Lethbridge until it

had a physician. In December 1885 the Galt Coal
Mining Company and the NWMP offered Dr. F.H.
Mewburn, the house Surgeon at the Winnipeg
General Hospital, a mine and police contract and the
promise of a new three-bed hospital. He accepted
and came to Lethbridge in January 1886.

Drs. Mewburn and Kennedy were of similar minds.
Both were bright, forthright, aggressive, surgically
audacious, competent, and medically well-read.(29)

Six months after Mewburn’s 1886 arrival, the two
had an unexpected summer visitor, Dr. William
Osler, the Professor of Medicine at Philadelphia.
Osler was accompanied by his brother Edmund and
four other businessmen, on a four week CPR
Transcontinental trip in August 1886.(30) Details about
the side trip are sketchy and inferential. One result
was probably reflected in Kennedy’s December 1886
NWMP report. He re-proposed his “fever” research
project to determine the frequency, severity, and
characteristics of the fever at each Fort. The Osler
meeting may also have been the stimulus for
Kennedy’s research of cow (or buffalo) milk as a
tuberculosis vector. Kennedy noted in his 1890
NWTMA report that no animals appeared to have
TB.(31) Unfortunately Dr. Jukes did not support the
fever research request, so individual Forts failed to
benefit from any standard definition or clinical
reporting of their cases. The question of whether the

24. Tolton, Gordon E. The Rocky Mountain Rangers, page 64. Occasional paper #28, Lethbridge Historical Society, 1994. The
book includes a discussion of Dr. deVeber’s participation in the NW Rebellion of 1885. Also referenced in
G.D. Stanley’s Archives Column, “George Allan Kennedy,” AMB 16(3): 64-65, August 1951.

25. Godsal, F.W. “Old Times” in the Alberta Historical Review 12(4): 20, Autumn 1964.
26. Higinbotham, John D. J.D. Higinbotham Fonds, Glenbow M517, Box 4, File 24 Diary 1885. “Dr. Kennedy’s house was completed

by January 25 and a place of frequent social activity”.
27. Higinbotham, John D. When the West was Young, pages 66-67. Also discussed in the J.D. Higinbotham’s Fonds, Glenbow M517,

Box 4, file 24 Diary 1885 and Higinbotham’s letter to Dr. P.M. Campbell of February 18, 1930 in the H.C.
Jamieson Papers, UofA archives, 81-104, Box 21/1/1-14. For more about Higinbotham, see Ken Penley’s
The History of Pharmacy in Alberta, page 43, 1993.

28. Den Otter, A.A. “Urban Pioneers of Lethbridge,” Alberta History 25: 19, 1977.
29. Ritchie, J.B. “George Alexander [sic] Kennedy, MD, 1858-1913,” Canadian Journal of Surgery 1: 279-286, July 1958.

Almost every year Kennedy visited clinics in eastern Canada and the USA.
30. Hogan, David B. “Osler Goes West.” Annals RCPSC 33(5): 316-319, August 2000. Reprinted in Part 2. Osler, then the Chief

of Medicine at Philadelphia, traveled west for four weeks during August 1886. They left Toronto August 4.
The party reached Lethbridge on August 15 (Lethbridge News of August 18), Fort Macleod on August 16
and Calgary on August 18. In all probability Drs. Jukes, Osler and Kennedy all knew each other from their
days in St. Catharines, Toronto, and Dundas, Ontario.

31. Kennedy, George A. “Presidential address” by Dr. G.A. Kennedy Medicine Hat, 2nd annual N.W.T.M.A. 1890. Eight typed
pages. Deposited in the H.C. Jamieson Papers, UofA archives #81-104, Box 1/1/1-26. In 1890 Kennedy
commented on the “rarity of pneumonia and other affections of the lungs. Speaking of the Indians…[an]
extremely interesting question…In answer to the question asked by the worthy President of the Canadian
Medical Association, that I have made careful enquiries of the veterinary surgeons and stockmen of Alberta,
and that as yet, no case of Tuberculosis has been discovered on the Alberta ranges”. Was the reference to
CMA President Osler (1884/85), or Ross (1889/90) or Roddick (1890/91)? Kennedy called typhoid fever an
addressable, preventable, and treatable but widespread prairie problem.
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fever was typhoid or malaria continued to dominate
medical care for another decade.(32)

After Dr. Mewburn’s arrival in 1886, Mewburn and
Kennedy undertook increasingly complicated surgi-
cal challenges. Dr. deVeber periodically supported
them as the anesthetist.(33) Originally the surgery was
done in Fort Macleod, as Dr. Mewburn did not have
an OR and would not have one until 1891.

In 1887 an order came from the new NWMP
Commissioner Herchmer to transfer Dr. Kennedy to
North Battleford. Kennedy declined the move and
instead entered full-time private practice in Fort
Macleod on June 30, 1887. By 1887 he had already
established a private practice in Fort Macleod, started
the Macleod Gazette (1882), married (1883), began a
family (1884), built a home (1885), and would help
to build many early institutions in Fort Macleod.

Medical Practice, the NWTMA and the NWT
Medical Council 1887-1905
By 1887, Dr. Kennedy had demonstrated his compe-
tence at treating orthopedic fractures and gunshot
wounds. But he faced a major challenge when his
friend, lawyer C.C. McCaul, accidentally shot himself
in the chest on June 23, 1887.(34) The bullet entered
the top of the rib cage, slightly to the right of the
mid-line and came out through the shoulder blade in
the back. It missed the major vessels of the heart.
Kennedy treated McCaul conservatively, until there
were localized signs of a pleural effusion and pus in
the chest. Dr. Mewburn came from Lethbridge to Fort
Macleod to operate on Mr. McCaul and drain the
purulent material. He surgically explored the bullet
entrance. It became a sucking wound and almost
killed McCaul. In a second operation Mewburn

32. Kennedy, George A. “NWMP report for 1885.” Dr. Kennedy recorded eight cases of mild “malarial” fever at Fort Macleod in the
Official Reports for 1885, pages 29, 30. He reported another thirty-eight cases at Fort Macleod including
one death in 1886. The marked increase occurred after “D” Division arrived in September 1886 from Fort
Battleford, following a summer typhoid outbreak. Mewburn recounted Kennedy’s response to these events
in his “Life and Work of Dr. George Allan Kennedy,” CMAJ 21: 327-328, 1929.
The first Winnipeg General Hospital (1873) was a rented converted house, acquired to treat cases of
typhoid fever. During the NW Rebellion strict adherence was paid to hospital location, hygiene and
removal of privies. There were four cases of typhoid fever amongst the over five thousand troops. One died
of typhoid - Lieutenant Colonel Williams, as recorded in John Pennefather’s Thirteen Years on the Prairies,
page 54, 1892. The Battleford outbreak of typhoid fever caused three NWMP deaths in 1886. From 1886-
1900 there were twenty-three NWMP deaths from typhoid (of 96 deaths in total) as reported in Beahen and
Horrall’s Redcoats on the Prairies, pages 191-192, Centax 1998. There were several more cases including
two deaths during the 1874 NWMP March, which were not included in the count. For more on typhoid see
the H.G. Mackid profile.

33. Johnston, Alex, et al Lethbridge: Its Doctors, Dentists and Drug Stores. Occasional publication #24, Lethbridge Historical
Society, pages 6, 32, 1991.

34. Kennedy, George A. “Case of Penetrating Bullet Wound,” Canadian Practitioner, pages 377-379, December 1888. C.C.M was
most likely C.C. M’Caul or C.C. McCaul. He was the young lawyer referred to in J.D. Higinbotham’s When
the West was Young, page 88 and in Kennedy’s article on “The Climate in Southern Alberta and its Relation
to Health and Disease,” pages 2-3. The Macleod Gazette of August 29, 1884 printed a business advertise-
ment by McCaul. Mewburn discussed the McCaul case in the Life and Work of George A. Kennedy without
naming him, indicating most such patients die, CMAJ 21: 328-329, 1929.

C.C. McCaul, Pioneer Lawyer, by A.D. Ridge,
Alberta History, 21(1): 21-25, Winter 1971

During his career, McCaul contributed to his profession by serving on
numerous committees and by his fluent writings. In 1896 he and
Horace Harvey produced the Ready Reference Guide to the Ordinances
of the North-West Territories … together with a Complete Index to
“The Judicature Ordinance” 1893 and Amendments Thereto, compris-
ing 54 pages and published by the Goodwin Law Book and Publishing
Company of Toronto.29 This was at a time when McCaul was preoccu-
pied with editing the North-West Territories Law Reports. In 1898 it
was reported of him that he had published various essays on scientific
and other subjects, including one in the American Meteorological
Journal on “South Alberta and the Climate Effects of the Chinook
Winds” and others in the Canadian Law Times on “Constitutional
Law in the Territories”, “The Territories’ Real Property Act”, etc30 He
also wrote on “Foreign Judgments” in the Law Quarterly Review.31
McCaul’s major work was Notes on the Remedies of Vendors and
Purchasers of Real Estate with Special Reference to Instalment-plan
Agreements, Rescission, Determination, Relief Against Forfeiture
(Carswell Co., Toronto 1910)32. An enlarged second edition was pub-
lished in 1915.

The Canadian Practitioner, 1888
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removed parts of two ribs underneath the right
armpit. The chest cavity was washed and drains were
left in place. Postoperatively the dressings were
changed “by the bed sheet”. McCaul survived and
went on to an illustrious career as a lawyer in
Edmonton.(35) It was fortunate for Dr. Kennedy he sur-
vived, for it was McCaul’s meteorological data that
Kennedy used to reach his conclusions on the effect
of climate on health and disease in southern
Alberta.(36)

Although Dr. Kennedy retired from the NWMP in
1887, he periodically was asked to fill in when there
were no NWMP surgeons available. Concerned
about the future of the NWMP hospital in Fort
Macleod, he helped incorporate an Auxiliary to build
a new hospital. It would be a further nine years
before one was required and built.

The twenty-second annual CMA Meeting was held in
Banff August 12-13, 1889.(37) Dr. Kennedy’s presenta-
tion on “The Climate of Southern Alberta and its
Relation to Health and Disease” concluded that the
health of Southern Albertans was better because of
the late onset of winter, the Chinooks, and the
warmer weather. He supported his conclusions by
noting the prairies lacked tuberculosis or pneumonia
and he rarely saw any rheumatism or “malaria”
(mountain or remitting fever) except in and around
the forts. The concept and controversy surrounding
his findings reverberated for years.(38)

The 1889 CMA convention agenda was overloaded
with eighteen papers from the eighty-nine partici-
pants.(39) Kennedy’s paper was the first to be present-
ed by a prairie physician. Dr. A. Jukes was also at the
convention and planned to present his paper on “The
Endemic Fever in the NWT”. When the Jukes’ paper
was rescheduled from first to last on the list, he with-

35. Ridge, A.D. “C.C. McCaul Pioneer Lawyer,” in Alberta History 21(1): 21-25, Winter 1971. He died August 10, 1928 at
age 71. Ridge summarized the fascinating life of the restless, talented McCaul.

36. Kennedy, George A. “The Climate of Southern Alberta and its Relation to Health and Disease,” Montreal Medical Journal, pages
1-11, October 1889. Kennedy was already using the name Alberta, recently introduced by the Postal
Service.
The subject of the origin of Chinook winds in the northwest was presented in 1) the Transactions of the
Royal Society of Canada (#22), 1886 and by 2) C.C. McCaul in the August 1888 issue of the American
Meteorological Review.

37. Lampard, Robert “First CMA meeting in NWT/Alberta, August 11-12, 1889,” in the Alberta Doctors Digest 29(4): 4-9,
July/August, 2004. Reprinted in Part 2.

38. Hogan, David B. “Calgary, Climate and Tuberculosis.” Annals of the RCPSC 35: 430-434, October 2002. It did not stop
towns wanting a sanatorium in their community. Calgary’s Mayor promoted Calgary as a TB destination
circa 1895, giving climate and elevation similarity to Denver as his reasons. The CPR was willing to subsi-
dize the western travel of TB patients. Little concern was shown over their infectious nature on the railway
cars. Dr. J.H. O’Donnell the Superintendent of the WGH promoted Winnipeg because of its dry, sunny and
barometrically stable temperature, as reported in the Northern Lancet, pages 39-41, 1891. William Gage of
Ontario proposed Kamloops for a western Sanatorium. No application was successful until Gage lobbied
for a National Sanatorium Association, which was established by an Act of Parliament in 1896. Gage then
contributed to the construction of the first sanatorium at Muskoka Lakes, Gravenhurst, Ontario. It was
opened in 1897. When the Kamloops bid was accepted, the Calgary interest died.
Kennedy still supported his climate thesis in his NWT annual Hospital Inspection reports from 1898-1901.

39. MacDermot, H. Ernest “The 22nd annual meeting at Banff in 1889,” CMAJ 54: 496-498, 1946. Eighty-nine attended. Eighty-two
paid to register. The audience exceeded 150 (including wives, non-members). Eighty-three were in the offi-
cial Woodruff photograph (Jamieson’s Early Medicine in Alberta opp, page 48. The special CPR train left
Montreal August 6. It included Upper and Lower Canada, Maritime and nine US physicians. There were
seventeen physicians from the NWT and one from Winnipeg (Dr. H.H. Chown). For more details see R.
Lampard’s “First CMA meeting in NWT/Alberta, August 11-12, 1889,” in the Alberta Doctors Digest 29(4):
4-9, July/Aug, 2004, reprinted in Part 2.

A Young Dr. Osler at McGill, Montreal 10-9



124 Profiles and Perspectives from Alberta’s Medical History – Dr. George Allan Kennedy

drew it. Fortunately both papers were subsequently
published in the “Northern Lancet Supplement”
(Jukes)(40) and the “Montreal Medical Journal”
(Kennedy).(41) They clearly disagreed on the cause and
etiology of the prairie prevalent fever. Kennedy
stressed personal hygiene along with treatment; Jukes
recommended and used high doses of quinine. Years
later Dr. Reginald Deane, who knew and respected
both Drs. Kennedy and Jukes, said he could never
understand Dr. Jukes’ obsession with calling the fever
malaria. He reiterated the great respect he had for
Dr. Jukes’ ability and knowledge, “except on this
occasion”.(42)

H.C. Jamieson quoted “others” as saying that Dr.
Kennedy had not only become an enthusiast for the

West, but had lost his sense of judgment by 1889.(43)

That did not stop eastern physicians from giving
Kennedy multiple offers to return east. He declined
them all.

In 1890 Dr. Kennedy read an article in the medical
literature suggesting that bone chips from the leg of a
dog could be used to treat human fractures that did
not unite. Kennedy and Mewburn tried the dog bone
approach on NWMP Cst. W.W. Phillips on
November 15, 1890 in Fort Macleod. The bone chips
were rejected. Then Drs. Kennedy and Mewburn re-
operated on Phillips in Lethbridge on February 6,
1891. The leg had to be shortened two inches.
Constable Phillips lived until 1944.(44) One year after
the surgery New York surgeons reported that the

40. Jukes, Augustus “The Endemic Fever of the Northwest Territories,” Supplement to the Northern Lancet, pages 1-16, January
1890.

41. Kennedy, George A. “The Climate of Southern Alberta and its Relation to Health and Disease,” Montreal Medical Journal, pages
1-11, October 1889.

42. Deane, Reginald B. “Augustus Jukes,” A Pioneer Surgeon. CACHB 29: 1-4, February 1938.
43. Jamieson, Heber C. “A Short Sketch of Medical Progress in Alberta,” CMAJ 20: 188-190, 1929. Jamieson, without naming his

source, wrote “It is a matter of record that the reader of the paper was regarded by the members as an
enthusiast who had lost his sense of judgment”. His source may have been Dr. H.C. McInnis of Edmonton
who was at the meeting. Dr. F.H. Mewburn who was there in 1929 disagreed. “The first paper produced a
profound sensation in this meeting…well reasoned coming from a comparatively young man living in the
country, was unexpected and took them by storm”, CMAJ 21: 327, 1929. The 1889 CMA convention was
highlighted in the Alberta Doctors Digest 29(4): 4-9, July/August 2004 reprinted in Part 2.

44. Mewburn, Frank H. “The Life and Work of Dr. George A. Kennedy,” CMAJ 21: 327-329, 1929. “Some time afterward the
(NWMP) headquarters provided the Macleod post with an up-to-date pocket case of efficient surgical
instruments”. Editorial, RCMP Quarterly 12(3): 177, January 1947.

The Jukes’ and Kennedy’s articles prepared for presentation at the Canada Medical Association meeting, Banff, 1889.
Only Dr. Kennedy’s paper (R) was presented.
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Olliers procedure Kennedy and Mewburn had used
did not work.(45)

Two memorable stories have been handed down
from Dr. Kennedy’s operations with Dr. Mewburn.
One was a hernia repair involving an eighty-year-old
Priest. The operation was performed using a spinal
anesthetic with the Bishop comforting the Priest. A
fly came into the OR and Dr. Mewburn blew up.
“Kennedy kill that fly or put the Bishop out. I don’t
give a damn which as I can’t hold myself any
longer”. On another OR day Dr. Mewburn was con-
cerned over the size of the anesthetized patient’s
pupil. It was small and pinpointed. He thought the
patient had been given too much anesthetic and told
Dr. Kennedy. Kennedy replied, “Hell that’s his glass
eye”(46).

Dr. Kennedy was always on call for requests to
advance the organization and practice of medicine.
His first challenge came in 1889, when he was elect-
ed President of the newly formed Northwest
Territories Medical Association immediately follow-
ing the Banff CMA meeting. Shortly afterward Dr.
R.G. Brett of Banff was elected head of the new
NWT Medical Executive Council, the body responsi-
ble for the College functions including examinations
and registration. Brett also became the CMA Vice-
President for the NWT succeeding Dr. Jukes.

At the second NWT Medical Association meeting in
Medicine Hat in 1890, Dr. Kennedy spoke eloquent-
ly and predicted “… from small acorns, giant oaks
will grow … I have an idea we are not formed of the
stuff which failures are made. Our highest duty is to
prevent disease, to act as guardians of the public
health, to keep the enemy always on the outside”.(47)

After the CPR-operated C&E Railway was extended
from Fort Macleod to Edmonton in 1892, Drs.
Kennedy and Brett often traveled to Calgary to assist
Dr. H.G. Mackid with his surgery.(48)

Five years later Dr. Kennedy was appointed the first
Inspector of Hospitals by the NWT Legislative
Assembly from 1897-1905. It required him to visit,
inspect, and approve hospitals that requested legisla-
tive grants from the Assembly. It was an early form of
accreditation.(49)

In 1901 Dr. Kennedy became alarmed at the inade-
quate medical services that were being provided by
the Federal Government to the nearby Indian
Reserves. Dr. F.X. Girard had recently left. Kennedy
petitioned Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Interior, for
assistance.(50) Later that year the respected Dr. O.C.
Edwards accepted the call and returned to the west
to provide medical care on the Blood and Piegan
Indian Reserves south of Fort Macleod. Shortly after

45. Johnson, Alex, et al Lethbridge: Its Doctors, Dentists, Drug Stores, page 9.
46. Stanley, G. Douglas “George Allan Kennedy,” CACHB 5(2): 7-10, August 1940.
47. Kennedy, George A. “Presidential Address, Dr. G.A. Kennedy, Medicine Hat 2nd annual meeting, NWTMA,” page 4. Copy

deposited in the Dr. H.C. Jamieson papers at the UofA Archives.
48. Jamieson, Heber C. “Marion E. Moody, The First Nurse to Graduate in Alberta,” CACHB 4(4): 7-10, February 1940.
49. Thomas, Lewis H. “Early Territorial Hospitals,” Saskatchewan History 2(2): 16-20, Spring 1949. Kennedy was the only NWT

hospital inspector from 1897-1905 (CMAJ 21: 327). His inspections included general hospitals as well TB
treatment centres, as noted in M.E. Robinson’s The First Fifty Years, pages 17-19, 1967. His reports were
included in the annual reports of the NWT Department of Agriculture. For a discussion of the non-NWMP
or public hospitals in Saskatchewan see Stuart Houston’s “Early Saskatchewan Hospitals” in the Annals of
the RCPSC 23(3): 265-270, May 1990.

50. Kennedy, George A. Letter to Honorable Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Interior, January 14, 1901. Four pages. Copy in the NWT
archives, Regina, reference #80470-80473. In it Kennedy quoted the Indian death rate as 90 per 1000 on
the Blood and Peigan Reserves in 1900. He inferred most of it was from “tuberculosis rife among them”.

Introduction to Dr Kennedy’s NWTMA Presidential Address, Medicine Hat, 1890 10-10
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his arrival Edwards participated in and documented
the signing of Treaty #8 in Northern Alberta.(51)

For the next fifteen years Dr. O.C. Edwards lived
weekdays at Standoff on the Blood Reserve and
weekends in Fort Macleod. After his death in 1915,
his wife, Henrietta Muir Edwards, became recog-
nized for her research of women’s issues. She was
one of the five ladies, later known as the “Five
Persons”, who made their famous appeal to the
Canadian Supreme Court and Privy Council in 1927-
29, to be recognized as “persons”.

On April 29, 1903 at 4:00 a.m. Turtle Mountain frac-
tured, causing the Frank Slide. Drs. Kennedy and
Edwards assembled their own nursing team and trav-
eled to Frank early on the morning of April 30.
Fortunately the swath of rock spared ninety percent
of the town. About seventy miners and their family
members were killed. Four townspeople were seri-
ously injured. Dr. George Malcolmson had already
converted his house and annex into a hospital for

those who needed medical care. Nothing more
could be accomplished medically, so the team
returned the next day to Fort Macleod.(52)

Kennedy, the CPSA, and the MCC 1905-1913:
From 1902-1906 Dr. Kennedy was the President of
the NWT College of Physicians and Surgeons at the
same time as Dr. J.D. Lafferty was the Registrar.(53) On
September 1, 1905, Alberta and Saskatchewan
became separate provinces. At the inaugural March
6, 1906 AMA meeting, Dr. Kennedy made the
motion to establish the Alberta Medical Association.
The Alberta Medical Profession Act was passed at the
first legislative sitting in May 1906. It established the
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta (CPSA)
and outlined the responsibilities of the AMA. In
1906/07 Dr. Brett was elected the first President of
both the College and the Association. Dr. Kennedy
was named the 1906/7 Honorary President of the
Alberta College. At the 1907 meeting, Dr. Kennedy
became the second President of the College.(54)

51. Leonard, David On the North Trail. The Treaty #8 Diary of O.C. Edwards, Publication #12, Historical Society of Alberta,
1999. Dr. Kennedy acknowledged Dr. Edwards’ interest in the medical registration system, and his contri-
butions to the formation of the NWTMA by drafting its first bylaws in 1889, in his 1890 President’s report.
In 1906 Edwards became the first registrant of the new College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta. Dr.
Kennedy was the fifteenth registrant.

52. Kerr, William J. Frank Slide, pages 18-26, 1990. Also see Frank Anderson’s Tragedies of the Crows Nest Pass, pages 38-39,
Heritage House, 1999, and the G.H. Malcolmson profile.

53. Mewburn, Frank H. “The Life and Work of Dr. George A. Kennedy,” CMAJ 21: 327-329, 1929. For a more in depth discussion
of the NWT CPS see “The Medical Profession the North West Territories”, by Dr. Hilda Neatby reprinted in
Part 2.

54. Learmonth, George E. “The 50th Anniversary of the Alberta Medical Association,” AMB 20(3): 51-57, August 1955. Confirmed in
Heber Jamieson’s Early Medicine in Alberta, pages 61-64, 201.

Letter to Hon. Clifford Sifton from Dr. G.A. Kennedy, 1901

Dr. O.C. Edwards, circa 1895 10-11
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In late 1908 Dr. Kennedy took the initiative and re-
raised the longstanding issue of reciprocal licensure
between provinces and the lack of a national
Canadian medical examination an issue that went as
far back as at least 1878.(55) His proposal was to have
a common exam and license for those who passed,
to allow interprovincial registration amongst the four
western provinces, under the aegis of the Western
Canadian Medical Federation. His initiative earned
him the sobriquet the “western” Roddick. Dr. Brett
rejoined the initiative, as did two leading physicians
from Manitoba, Drs. T.N. Milroy and J. Patterson.(56)

After sending out a circular and visiting physicians in
Regina and Vancouver, a consensus was reached that
put the subject on the August 23-25, 1909 CMA
agenda in Winnipeg. All four prairie medical associa-
tions supported it in principle. The revisit was even-
tually successful in securing approval from the CMA
to appoint a committee to meet with Dr. Thomas
Roddick, the architect of the national examination
system. By 1912 the Canadian Medical “Roddick”
Act was passed by every provincial Medical
Association, Provincial Legislature, the CMA and the
House of Commons.(57)

Dr. Kennedy and Dr. Roddick were named as two of
the three federal cabinet appointees, to the first
Board of the Dominion Medical Council of Canada.

Kennedy joined Drs. R.G. Brett and John Park on the
Board as Alberta’s 1912 representatives.(58)

The Canada Medical Act created the Dominion
Medical Council of Canada (MCC), which has con-
tinued to examine physicians ever since. The MCC
sets a voluntary examination each year. If passed, the
physician is given a certificate or LMCC diploma by
the Medical Council of Canada. The LMCC is recog-
nized for registration purposes throughout Canada.

55. Kennedy, George A. Letter to the Editor of the Western Canadian Medical Journal on Dominion Registration, WCMJ 3: 34-35,
January 1909. Dr. Kennedy noted the subject was a hardy annual one. He had been party to previous dis-
cussions on the issue of reciprocity in 1878. Scant attention to the Western Canadian initiative was given in
H.E. MacDermot’s History of the CMA Volume 1: 79-82, 1935 or in R.B. Kerr’s The History of the Medical
Council of Canada.
For a supportive reply see Manitoba’s James Patterson’s letter in the WCJM 3: 80-81, 1909 (n.d. circa
January). He proposed Kennedy assume the role of the “western” Roddick. That idea evolved into a com-
mittee of Drs. Kennedy and Brett (AB) and Drs. J. Patterson and T.N. Milroy (MN). The four visited BC to
achieve a western consensus on regional federation, before the August 23-25, 1909 CMA convention in
Winnipeg. The circular sent to the BC physicians was reprinted in the WCJM 3(8): 368-370. The AMA and
CPSA approved the proposal in October 1910. For further discussion of the initiative see the profiles of Drs.
E.A. Braithwaite, J.D. Lafferty, R.G. Brett, A.C. Rankin, H.G. Mackid, J.S. McEachern (Part 1) and “Military
Medicare and Medical Care in the North West Rebellions of 1870/71 and 1885” (Part 2).

56. Brett, Robert G. Dr. Brett gave an address in the medical library at the Manitoba Medical College entitled, “Some aspects of
the medical profession in the west”, on February 20, 1909, WCJM 3: 112-120, 126, 127, 1909. The presen-
tation attracted considerable support for the concept.

57. Kerr, Robert B. The History of Medical Council of Canada, pages 14-23, 26, opp 66, 101 and Appendix B, MCC, 1979. Dr.
Kennedy was appointed by the Governor in Council to the first MCC board in 1912. He was granted
license #14. Dr. Braithwaite replaced him after his death in 1913. For Roddick’s original MCC proposal see
the Montreal Medical Journal, pages 1-6, April 1899. Dr. Roddick was appointed the Honorary President of
the CMA for the rest of his life, at the CMA convention in August 1912 in Edmonton.

58. Kerr, Robert B. The History of the Medical Council of Canada, pages 20-23, 26, opp 66, and 101-113, MCC, 1970. Dr.
Kennedy was registrant #14 of the MCC; Dr. Brett #6 and Dr. Park #23. The first thirty-two registrants were
the members on the MCC Board. Licenses were issued in alphabetical order except for Dr. Roddick’s which
was #1. The first Board meeting was held November 7-9, 1912 in Ottawa. The Board stood for the first
photo in front of the original parliament buildings. The first annual MCC meeting was held June 17-19,
1913. The Register was opened July 1, 1913 and the first examinations were conducted October 7-9, 1913.
Dr. Kennedy, along with Dr. W.T. Baptie (BC) and Dr. T.G. Roddick were the first three appointees by the
Governor in Council (Federal Cabinet), giving credence to Pattersons remark in the WCMJ February, 1909
that Kennedy was the “western” Roddick.

Kennedy’s Letter to the Editor, WCMJ, January 1909

To the Editor of the Western Canada Medical Journal
Dear Sir:

Thirty years ago, more or less, I attended a meeting of the Dominion Medical Association, where I
heard the subject of Dominion Registration discussed and finally referred to a committee with instruc-
tions to report the following year.

Then came Dr. Roddick with his Bill and we all hoped. It was a good bill. Dr. Roddick put into it,
and the the effort to make it effective, years of arduous work, and intellect of a high order and energy
and influence which would almost have served to ensure success, but at the last it was balked by the
jealousies and rivalries of the educational institutions of Ontario and Quebec. And so we settled down
to the status quo hoping for something to turn up, but pretty well despairing of realizing the ideal.

It would seem that there could be no valid objection to such a scheme, but during my tenure of
office as president of the Alberta Medical Council, when tentative propositions were made in this direc-
tion, one province agreed to the principal only if registration were made retro-active and another turned
it down altogether.

But from now on, is there any earthly reason why there should not be one examination for the four
Western Provinces held simultaneously say at Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary or Edmonton and Victoria,
the passing of which would enable a man to practice in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British
Columbia on payment of the registration fee. Such an examination conducted by the best men in the
four provinces would command respect. It would ensure British recognition. It would remove a stand-
ing reproach and – who knows? – it might almost bring Dominion Registration.

I have still another suggestion. The Dominion Medical Association meets in Winnipeg next sum-
mer and it would seem to be an opportune time for a meeting of say two representatives from each of
the four Medical Councils to discuss the matter and if possible, arrive at some basis of agreement.
There are now six months to work in and it ought to be possible in that time to find out, whether the
plan proposed finds favour in the eyes of the profession in the West.

Yours truly,
G.A. Kennedy, M.D.
Macleod, Alta.

Editor’s Note: Dr. Kennedy is to be congratulated on the stand he takes. The profession at large are
behind him and it is to be hoped the Councils of the Western Provinces will listen to the proposal of
one who expresses the real sentiments of the profession of the West.
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Dr. Kennedy was also interested in the establishment
of the University of Alberta. He became a member of
the first Senate in 1908 but resigned shortly after-
wards, possibly because of his 1909 Western
Canadian Medical Federation commitments.(59)

Fort Macleod Community Contributions
Dr. Kennedy not only had considerable medical
skills, but a wide variety of avocational interests.(60)

When the first Fort Macleod Historical Society was
formed in December 1884, members were looking
for subjects to present. Kennedy began to research
the famous 1870 Battle of Belly River. It was the last
major battle between the Crees and Blackfoot. The
battle occurred underneath the site of the future CPR
High Level Bridge at Lethbridge. Kennedy inter-
viewed Jerry Potts who had participated in it. Then he
asked surveyor C.M. Magrath to make a sketch of the
battle scene. He summarized his research in the
Lethbridge News on April 30, 1890.(61) Along with
C.E.D. (later Judge) Wood, Kennedy started the
Macleod Gazette on June 1, 1882. When it became
too conservative, Kennedy and two colleagues started
the short lived “Macleod Outlaw” in 1896.

Dr. Kennedy was an early magistrate or Justice of the
Peace and sat on many Fort Macleod Boards, includ-
ing the Board of Trade (1888), the School Board

59. Johns, Walter H. A History of the University of Alberta 1908-1969, page 15, 1970. Also see H.C. Jamieson’s Early Medicine
in Alberta, pages 101-102. For confirmation of his resignation in early 1909 see WCJM 3(6): 332-333, June
1909.

60. Stanley, George D. “George Allan Kennedy,” pages 7-10.
61. Kennedy, George A. The Battle at Belly River, pages 2-9. Second edition, Lethbridge Historical Society, 1968. Also see J.D.

Higinbotham’s When the West was Young, page 317. The Literary and Scientific Society (at Fort Macleod)
was formed on December 14, 1884. C.A. Magrath assisted Kennedy with the maps and sketches as he
recalled in The Galts, Father and Son and How Alberta Grew Up, pages 32-33, circa 1929. Copy deposited
in the Galt Museum, Lethbridge.

Members of the first Dominion Medical Council, November 7-9, 1912. Dr Kennedy is 3rd from (L) and
Dr Brett 5th from (L) in the back row. Dr Roddick is 4th from (L) in the front row.

The Battle at Belly River, (Lethbridge) 1870
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(1894), and the Hospital Board as its secretary
(1889). He chaired the North West Territories
Committee on Public Health and Preventive
Medicine. Although he was a good friend and col-
league of lawyer and later NWT Legislative
“Premier” (Sir) Frederick Haultain, he never entered
politics. Instead he helped initiate the Macleod Turf
Association (1899), the Fort Macleod Debating
Society (circa 1890), the Polo Club (1891) and the
Fort Macleod Golf Course (1890). The latter two were
“firsts” west of Winnipeg. He actively participated in
the building of the first and second Fort Macleod
public hospitals in 1893 and 1911/12.(62)

Sports-wise Dr. Kennedy was an excellent marksman
and horseman. When Dr. deVeber caught him shoot-
ing an antelope out of season, there was a tense
encounter before the two laughed it off. Dr. Kennedy
paid the twenty-five dollar fine.(63) In September

1937, Dr. Alan Kennedy donated the Kennedy Golf
Trophy in memory of his father, for medal play at the
annual provincial medical golf tournament.(64)

Dr. Kennedy and Family
Dr. G.E. Learmonth met Dr. Kennedy in 1903 and
described him as the epitome of a NWMP officer. He
was “of medium height, of handsome features and of
military bearing. I was much attracted by his genial
personality and keen intelligence”.(65)

Dr. F.H. Mewburn remembered Dr. Kennedy in 1928
as a physician who lived the “… mode of ordinary
everyday life and all that went with it … He always
lived up to it, never faltered, never broke faith with
his fellows. With his optimism, his imagination, his
patriotism, his imperialism - imperialism in the
widest sense of the term … Kennedy will take his
place with those men who in the early and succeed-
ing days, under stress and strain and many difficul-
ties, laid the foundation, material and intellectually,
of the life we are enjoying today”.(66)

62. Kennedy, George A. Fort Macleod – Our Colorful Past, pages 34, 43, 51, 66, 82, 95, 103, 1977.
63. Haultain, Henrietta NWMP Memories of a Doctor’s Wife 1890-1904, page 140. Henrietta was Mrs. (Dr.) C.S. Haultain. The

memoir was written circa 1938 and was deposited in Glenbow as M8538, File 46. Dr. deVeber visited the
Kennedy home as the Game Warden, the day after Kennedy had shot and skinned the antelope out of sea-
son. Both laughed it off. It still cost Dr. Kennedy $25.

64. (Kennedy, Alan) The “Kennedy Cup” for golf medal play was presented to the AMA by Dr. E.A. Braithwaite on behalf of Dr.
A.H.N. Kennedy, as a memorial to Dr. Kennedy’s father. The presentation was made at the CMA Alberta
Division annual meeting on September 8, 1937. The first winner was Dr. Harry Niewches in 1937.

65. Learmonth, George E. “The 50th Anniversary of the Alberta Medical Association” in the AMB 20(3): 51-57, August 1955. Dr.
Learmonth first met Dr. Kennedy in Fort Macleod in 1903. He described him as “then approaching his
prime of life…I was to meet him in subsequent years at meetings of the Alberta Medical Association, where
he took a prominent part, especially in the 1906 organization meeting, of the Alberta Medical Association”.

66. Mewburn, Frank H. “The Life and Work for George A. Kennedy.” Read before the Calgary Medical Society, February 7, 1928.
CMAJ 21: 327-330, 1929. Dr. Mewburn hoped that by presenting and authoring the Life and Work of Dr.
Kennedy, more would follow. The Calgary Medical Society (CMS) was organized in 1906. CMS minutes in
the file at the Glenbow archives do not start until 1927. The only other documented CMS presentation on

Fort Macleod Polo Club, 1891.
Dr. Kennedy on the (R)

The Story of Joe Bush, by R. Burton Deane, charged
October 23, 1884, Alberta History, Autumn 1992
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The Kennedys raised two children, a daughter Ethel
Francis born in 1884 and a son Alan born in 1885.
Alan entered medicine at McGill.(67) He undertook
post-graduate studies in the management and treat-
ment of tuberculosis, in Europe and at Johns Hopkins
University, before returning to Fort Macleod in 1908
to join his father in practice. Alan’s return allowed
Dr. Kennedy Sr. to plan a similar sabbatical to study
tuberculosis treatment in England. Alan lived and
practiced in Fort Macleod until he passed away in
1954.

Unfortunately the clock was ticking for Dr. George
Allan Kennedy. In March of 1913 he discovered he
had an ulcer on his tongue that would not heal. It
progressed and was diagnosed as cancerous.(68) He
sought the advice of his colleagues in Lethbridge,
Edmonton, and Winnipeg. Treatment in Winnipeg
was unsuccessful and he died there on October 8,
1913.(69)

The Kennedy funeral was the largest in Fort
Macleod’s history. Internment was in the Macleod
Cemetery. A plaque was later placed in the Fort
Macleod Anglican Church to commemorate the life
of Dr. George Allan Kennedy.(70)

If one were to look for a physician on either side of
the 49th Parallel, they could find no finer example of
why aboriginals and White men alike found a second
reason to call the Imaginary line “the Medicine
Line”,(71) and to cross it for the medical care it
offered. The name Dr. George Allan Kennedy had
become a byword amongst the Indians, to whom he
was known far and wide as “the First White Man.”

Related Profiles: deVeber, Nevitt, Lafferty, Mewburn,
Brett, Mackid, Braithwaite, Malcolmson

Related Perspectives: Military Medicine and Medical
Care in the North-West Rebellions of 1870/71 and
1885, Osler Goes West, The First CMA Convention in
Alberta (Banff, 1889), The Medical Profession in the
North West Territories, Climate, Calgary and
Tuberculosis, The Second CMA Convention
(Edmonton, 1912)

Key Words: NWMP surgeon, NWT and Alberta
Medical Associations, College of Physicians and
Surgeons of the NWT and Alberta, Dominion
Medical Council of Canada, Typhoid fever, Medicine
in the NWT, Climate and Disease in Southern Alberta
circa 1889

an early Alberta doctor was by Dr. R.G. Brett on Dr. H.G. Mackid in 1928. No notes or published paper of
Brett’s presentation has been located in the Glenbow or Brett archives in Banff. Both Drs. Mewburn and
Brett passed away in 1929.

67. Jamieson, Heber C. Early Medicine in Alberta, page 189. Dr. Alan Kennedy joined his father in practice and registered with the
Alberta College in 1908. He died at age sixty-five in 1954. Dr. G.A. Kennedy’s wife, Mrs. (G.A.) Alice
Maude Kennedy died in 1936, as noted in the AMB 1: 33, April 1936. Ethel Francis’ birth year was
deduced from Dr. George Kennedy’s biography in A.O. MacRae’s History of Alberta Volume 2: 679 and J.D.
Higinbotham’s When the West Was Young, page 318.

68. Kennedy, George A. Obituary, CMAJ 3: 1016, 1913.
69. Kennedy, George A. Obituary, Macleod Spectator (Gazette), October 9, 1913.
70. Stanley, George D. George Allan Kennedy, AMB 16(3): 45, August 1955.
71. LaDow, Beth The Medicine Line. Life and Death on a North American Borderland, pages 40-42, Routledge, 2002. Hugh

Dempsey said aboriginals interpreted the “Imaginary line” as having magical differences, when viewed
from one side of the border or the other. The line was further discussed in Frank Turner’s Across the
Medicine Line, pages 19, 36, 222, M&S, 1973.

Back row (L to R) Rev. Arthur Owens, Mrs. A. Owens,
Mrs. Ward, Dr. George Kennedy, D.J. Campbell. Front row
(L to R) Alan Kennedy, D.J. Campbell’s baby, Mrs. George

Kennedy, Ethel (Kenny) Kennedy
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Appendix I
Selected NWMP Surgeon Reports 1874-1889

I. “Opening Up the West 1874-1881: Official reports of the North-
West Mounted Police.” Report of Surgeon J.G. Kittson (1879), Fort
Walsh, pages 27-33, January 30, 1880. Report of Surgeon G.A.
Kennedy (1879), Fort Macleod, pages 33-35, November 30, 1879.
Report of Surgeon G.A. Kennedy (1880), Fort Walsh, pages 44-49,
December 23, 1880.

II. “Settlers and Rebels: Official reports of the North-West Mounted
Police, 1882-1885.” Report of Surgeon G.A. Kennedy, Fort Walsh
(1881), pages 28-32, January 1882. Report of Surgeon G.A. Kennedy
(1881), for Forts Macleod and Wood Mountain, pages 33-34,
February 1, 1882. Report of Surgeon A. Jukes (1882), Fort Walsh,
pages 24-30, November 29, 1882. Report of Surgeon G.A. Kennedy
(1882), Fort Macleod, pages 32-34, December 4, 1882. No reports
for 1883. Report of Surgeon A. Jukes (1884), Regina, pages 25-31,
December 22, 1884. Report of Surgeon G.A. Kennedy (1884), Fort
Macleod, pages 34-36, December 5, 1884. Report of Surgeon G.A.
Kennedy (1885), pages 91-92, November 30, 1885. Report of
Surgeon A. Jukes (1885), Regina, pages 83-89, December 5, 1885.

III. “Law and Order: Official reports of the North-West Mounted
Police, 1886-1887.” Report of Surgeon G.A. Kennedy (1886), Fort
Macleod, pages 90-92, December 1, 1886. Report of Surgeon A.
Jukes (1886), Regina, pages 79-89, December 16, 1886. Report of
Surgeon A. Jukes (1887), Regina, pages 98-103, December 30, 1887.

IV. “The New West: Official reports of the North-West Mounted Police,
1888-1889.” Report of Surgeon A. Jukes (1888), Regina, pages 141-
144, December 26, 1888. Report of Surgeon G.A. Kennedy (1888),
Fort Macleod, pages 167-169, December 29, 1888. Report of
Surgeon A. Jukes (1889), Regina, pages 126-131, December 20,
1889.

Coles Canadiana, 1973


