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“I have gathered a poesy of other men’s flowers,
and nothing but the thread that binds them is my own”(1)

Introduction

Dr. Mackenzie was a physician who influenced medicine in and far beyond Edmonton. He accomplished
this by accepting additional responsibilities, promoting teamwork, leading a growing and talented faculty, and never remaining content with the status quo.
He was by no means alone. Alongside him were
exceptional UAH Executive Directors like Drs.
Douglas Wallace and Bernard Snell, and behind him
was the respected UAH Board and the growing
Faculty of Medicine.

When Dr. Mackenzie came to Alberta in 1938, he
had already earned a Masters degree in Surgery from
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. It was followed by a Fellowship in the American College of
Surgeons. In 1939 he made his next major career
decision, to join the Naval Reserve and then the
active Navy in 1940. As a Cape Bretoner it was a
natural decision. At the end of the war after many
Atlantic and Pacific coast postings, Dr. Mackenzie
returned to pick up the threads of his Edmonton surgical practice.

If leadership meant taking what one inherits, adding
to it the necessary space, people and financial
resources, and then building a team to face the task,
Dr. Mackenzie had few parallels. He knew the measuring sticks: student pass rates, accreditation
approvals, research publications, grants, funding levels, and reputation. He started by gathering around
him men of like mind, from the cadre of returning
veterans. It was natural for him to set goals for himself and then others, usually one step above what
was perceived possible. Then he would help “the
team” achieve them and share the recognition that
followed. Although he was a tough taskmaster and
his deadlines were usually short-roped, at the end of
his twenty-five years as Professor and Head of
Surgery and Dean, his national reputation was that of
“Mr. Academic Surgery” in Canada.(4)

One of the most fortuitous decisions for Albertans,
occurred when Dr. Walter Campbell Mackenzie
twice chose Edmonton (1938, 1945) to locate his
surgical practice. He was following his father’s
advice to go west. Dr. Mackenzie was one of the best
examples of a physician that came to Alberta and
who, as Dr. H.G. Mackid foresaw in 1912 “thinks
boldly and acts boldly, by necessity first, then by
conviction, and ultimately by habit”.(2)

With an academic future in mind, Dr. Mackenzie
earned his Canadian certification in surgery without
examination in 1945.(3) Then he began studying for
the difficult Canadian fellowship examination in
Surgery. He was successful in 1948. It opened the
door for his appointment as the Professor and Head
of the Department of Surgery at the UofA and
Director of Surgical Services at the UAH, from 19501960. With the retirement of the third UofA Dean of
Medicine Dr. J.W. Scott in 1959, Dr. Mackenzie was
appointed the fourth Dean of Medicine, from 19591974.

Dr. Mackenzie was also fortunate because his time as
Dean coincided with the golden age of medicine in
Alberta. The first seventeen years were before
Medicare. Alberta was under doctored. The province
was increasingly willing to support the University
and there was a stable government-university-faculty-

1. Mackenzie, Walter C. Quoted by Dr. Jan H. Louw in “A Tribute from South Africa,” as a part of a Memorial to Walter C.
Mackenzie, Canadian Journal of Surgery 22(4): 311, 1979.
2. Mackid, H.G.
“The Presidents Address at the Annual Meeting of the Association,” CMAJ 2(9): 801-811, September 1912.
For the full quote see the profile of Dr. H.G. Mackid.
3. Macbeth, Robert A. Letter to Robert Lampard, October 22, 2004.
4. Macbeth, Robert A. “Walter Campbell Mackenzie: Pioneer International Surgical Statesman, Part 1: Background and
International Recognition,” in the Annals of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada
22(2):109-113, March 1989.
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sters’ scientific curiosity by showing them his barn
full of emerging inventions. Another young man from
Baddeck was Douglas McCurdy who piloted the
Silver Dart over the Bras d’Or Lakes in 1909 and
became the first person in the British Empire to fly an
aircraft. Walter maintained contact with McCurdy, as
he did with so many, and invited him to his home in
Edmonton.

Walter Mackenzie (R) with his father Jack (L), and 29-2
mother Anna(middle), in Baddeck, Nova Scotia, circa 1930

medical profession relationship. He counted on it
and added measurably to it.
Dr. Mackenzie had a spirit of inquiry and used new
strategies to reach his objectives. He expanded the
medical (basic and clinical) research programs following the establishment of the $1.5 million UAH
Special Services and Research Fund in 1955.(5) The
fund demonstrated the faculty’s willingness to assemble the means to excel. Good faculty was the foundation his successors needed to develop the third
facet of medicine at UofA: medical research. Dr.
Mackenzie left behind (1974) a far larger and more
capable faculty than he inherited.

Two years later in 1925 Walter Mackenzie entered
Dalhousie University as the youngest medical student in the six-year program. Youth was no impediment. His popularity and ability to form new friendships often led to lifelong friendships. At Dalhousie
he managed the rugby and hockey teams and was
elected President of the Students’ Council. His most
notable extracurricular talents were dancing, singing
and acting. He played Porky in the musical production Carrie Comes to College, where he met his
future wife Dorothy Rosier, on stage.(6)
Walter received his B.Sc. (1929) and was honored
with the Malcolm Honor Society Medal in his final
year of Medicine (1932). It reflected the respect his
classmates held for him, earned by his willingness to
offer a helping hand. After completing his internship
he received his MD CM. His surgical residency training started at the Royal Victoria Hospital in Montreal
in 1933. There he worked alongside another resident,
Dr. Norman Bethune, before Bethune left on his legendary missions to the Spanish Civil War and later,
the Communist Revolution in China.

From Youth to MD and Surgeon 1909-1937

Dr. Mackenzie’s ancestors came to Pictou, Nova
Scotia, circa 1817. One reason for the move from
Scotland was to protest the inclusion of music in the
Church of Scotland.
The Mackenzie family lived in Glace Bay, Cape
Breton, Nova Scotia, where Walter was born on
August 17, 1909. In 1923 the Mackenzie family
moved to nearby Baddeck, where his father had
bought a hotel. Fourteen-year-old Walter, as the host
and greeter for returning visitors, quickly learned to
remember their names and recognize their faces.
Walter was one of several young people welcomed
to “Beinn Bhreagh”, the summer home of Sir
Alexander Graham Bell. Bell would pique the young-

5. Vant, Ross,
Cashman, Tony
6. Macbeth, Robert A.
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Dr. Mackenzie enjoying one of his non-medical
hobbies, fishing, circa 1950

More Than a Hospital. The University of Alberta Hospitals 1906-1986, pages 215-217, UAH, 1986.
“Walter Campbell Mackenzie: Pioneer International Surgical Statesman, Part I,” page 110.
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had already made a lasting impression in Edmonton.
As Dr. G.H. Malcolmson related during Dr.
Mackenzie’s departure banquet. “The young man
from the east who came west, made good and [will]
now be missed by everyone who had met him”.(10)
During his last years in the Navy, he was appointed
the Surgeon-in-Chief at the Esquimault, St. John’s,
Sydney and then Halifax hospitals. In the process Dr.
Mackenzie was promoted to Surgeon Commander,
before being loaned by the Navy to the Canadian
Army Medical Corps during the last months of the
war.
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WWII Medical Officers from Alberta, 1995
In 1934 Dr. Mackenzie was offered and accepted a
Mayo Fellowship. During his last fifteen months at
Rochester he was the Surgical First Assistant. It was a
busy time as he also completed his M.Sc. in Surgery
in 1937, on Benign and Malignant Polyps of the
Stomach. Shortly after graduation Walter and
Dorothy (1911-2004) were married. They would have
two sons, Kenneth (1946) and Richard (1949) and
one daughter, Sally (1951).

In January 1946 Dr. Mackenzie returned to practice
surgery in Edmonton and teach in the Faculty of
Medicine as an Instructor. He did not rejoin the
Baker Clinic, but instead decided to practice as an
independent surgeon. Shortly after his return Dr.
Mackenzie was appointed the senior surgical consultant in Northern Alberta for the Department of
Veterans Affairs.(11) Later he was named to the
Canadian Armed Forces Medical Council.
Although promoted to a Lecturer and Clinical
Professor, to improve his eligibility for any further
academic positions, Dr. Mackenzie challenged the

Before, During and After WWII 1938-1950

In 1938, at age twenty-nine, Dr. Mackenzie came to
Edmonton because it was a frontier city – something
which intrigued him – and it had a medical school.(7)
Dr. Mackenzie accepted an offer to join Edmonton’s
J.O. Baker Clinic, as a general surgeon. During his
next two years in Edmonton, he became President of
the Edmonton Athletic Club and a decade later
(1949) a founding Director and shareholder of the
Edmonton Eskimos Football Club.(8) In September
1939 he was appointed to the Faculty of Medicine as
an Assistant Demonstrator. One year after World War
II broke out he applied for a leave of absence and
enlisted in the regular Canadian Navy. Dr.
Mackenzie headed overseas in December 1940.(9) He
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Dr. Mackenzie aboard the HMCS Iroquois on convoy duty
in the Bay of Biscay, near France, 1943

7. Mackenzie, Walter C. “Medicine – Highest professional award bestowed on UofA dean,” in the St. Johns Edmonton Report, July
15, 1974.
8. Tyrrell, D. Lorne
Profile of Dr. Walter Campbell Mackenzie 1909-1978. Three page manuscript submitted as part of the nomination of Dr. Mackenzie as an Edmontonian of the Century. When Dr. Mackenzie retired as the President
of the Edmonton Athletic Club, goalie Howie Blefgen closed his comments with “you are our friend…we’ll
never forget you”. Edmonton Journal circa December 1, 1940. Mackenzie Family Archives.
9. Morton, H.S.
Canadian Medical Officers in the Royal Navy – World War II, pages 5-10, 84-87. Privately published
Morton gives a flavor of the life at sea of a RCNVR Medical Officer, when there was no action, or battles to
fear or face.
10. Malcolmson, George H. Edmonton Journal, December 4, 1940.
11. (Mackenzie, W.C.)
The Financial Post, page 47, June 6, 1964. The appointment began in 1948.
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ed post-war medical graduates, he was able to
choose the candidates he wished to join the
Department, and his own surgical practice. As he
expanded the Department of Surgery, Dr. Mackenzie’s
ability to promote teamwork and develop an academically-orientated team became evident.(12)

Professor and Chairman, Department of Surgery
1951-1959
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Dr. Mackenzie’s official portrait as President of the
American College of Surgeons, 1966

rigorous Canadian fellowship examination at age thirty-nine. Earning his FRCSC in 1948, Dr. Mackenzie
applied for the UofA’s Professor and Head of Surgery
position when it came open in December 1949, following the death of Dr. W.F. Gillespie and the oneyear appointment of Dr. H.H. Hepburn. Successful,
Dr. Mackenzie faced challenges and turned them into
opportunities. From the large number of well-motivat-

Research Is Background To Good Patient Care

Calgary Herald, March 8, 1966
12. Macbeth, Robert A.

When Dr. Mackenzie was appointed the Professor
and Head of the Department of Surgery in 1951, he
joined a notable lineage of surgeons that included
Drs. Frank Mewburn (1921-1929); A.R. Munroe
(1929-1938); W.F. Gillespie (1938-1949) and H.H.
Hepburn (1949-1950). It was a stepping stone to
meet more internationally well-known and prestigious surgeons. In 1950 Dr. Mackenzie was elected
to the Board of Regents of the American College of
Surgeons. He held that position for the next ten
years. In 1966 he was elected the President of the
American College of Surgeons.

In 1954 Dr. Mackenzie accepted his first guest lectureship. He was invited to present the Monaghan
lecture at the joint American/British College of
Surgeons meeting that year. His topic was pancreatitis,(13) a subject on which he would become a world
authority.(14) Dr. Mackenzie would be invited to participate in another twelve distinguished lectureships
and traveling professorships. One interesting trip was
to the People’s Republic of China at the beginning of
the cultural revolution in 1966. It was part of a Dr.
Norman Bethune exchange visit. At one city the
three Canadian physicians (Thomson, Mackenzie,
Peart) were met by 30-40,000 Red Guards chanting
“Bethune – Bethune”. The reception was repeated at
several railway stations.(15)
The idea of starting postgraduate residency training
programs in the Faculty of Medicine was first discussed at UofA in 1946.(16) At that time the only postgraduate surgical training programs were at McGill
and Toronto. Initiated by Dean Johnny Ower, the
“Marshall Plan” to train post-graduate residents was

“Walter Campbell Mackenzie, Pioneer International Surgical Statesman. Part 2: What Manner of Man?”
Annals RCPSC 22(3): 209-212, 1989.
13. Mackenzie, Walter C. “Pancreatitis,” published in the Annals of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of England, 15:
220-235, October 1954. Dr. Mackenzie’s CV listed publications to 1977. Copy deposited in the Mackenzie
family archives.
14. Louw, Jan H.
“Citation – Professor Walter Campbell Mackenzie.” Transactions of the College of Medicine in South Africa
19(2): 57-59, September 1975.
15. Thomson, Kenneth, “A visit to the People’s Republic of China,” CMAJ 97: 349-360, August 12, 1967. Their wives joined them.
Mackenzie, Walter C.,
Peart, A.F.W.
16. Corbet, Elise A.
Frontiers of Medicine, pages 69-72, UofA, 1990.
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led by Dr. Mark Marshall from 1946-1961. The first
approved medical postgraduate programs were in
General Surgery, followed by Obstetrics and
Gynecology, Internal Medicine, and Ophthalmology.
Dr. Mackenzie and Dr. Percy Sprague were appointed to an Advisory Committee for the General Surgery
training program. Dr. Mackenzie’s forte was to find
senior residency training positions in other Canadian
and American general surgical training programs for
the UofA residents who excelled.(17)
A serious wake-up call came to the UofA’s Faculty of
Medicine in 1956. The Council on Medical
Education of the American Medical Association visited the UofA/UAH and left a disconcerting assessment. Its “confidential probation” approval gave
Dean J.W. Scott the biggest challenge of his deanship
– to retain the UofA’s American Class A standing.
When Dr. Scott retired in 1959, the Faculty had successfully implemented the recommendations and
removed the faculty’s conditional standing.(18)
The problem was partially solved when Dean Scott,
the Department Heads, and the General Faculty
Council hammered out an agreement to markedly

Dr. Mackenzie with Drs. A.F.W. Peart and
R.K. Thomson in Beijing, China, 1966

17. Corbet, Elise A.
18. Corbet, Elise A.
19. Corbet, Elise A.
20. Wilson, Donald R.

21. Vant, Ross,
Cashman, Tony
22. Vant, Ross,
Cashman, Tony
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UofA Faculty of Medicine, 1959
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increase “full timers” or salaried teachers. The Faculty
of Medicine’s budget increased from $394,000
(1956) to $825,000 (1959).(19) In 1954 Dr. D.R.
Wilson had become the first faculty “full timer” since
Dr. F.H. Mewburn in Surgery and E.L. Pope in
Medicine in 1922. Dr. Wilson remained Dr.
Mackenzie’s counterpart from 1954-1969, as the
Professor and Chairman of the Department of
Medicine and for the first ten years of his
Deanship.(20) Dr. Mackenzie did not accept a full-time
position, but rather chose to remain in private practice with Drs. L. Willox and H.T.G. Williams for most
of his UofA Dean years. He was the only Chairman
of the Department and Dean of Medicine in Canada
to have a practice.(21)
Under Dr. Mackenzie the Department of Surgery’s
organizational structure evolved considerably from
1952 to 1961. It started with a single Chairman and
ended with a Chairman and seven subspecialties,
each headed by a Director of General Surgery,
Plastic, Orthopedic, Urology, Neurosurgery, ENT,
Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery.(22)

Frontiers of Medicine, page 80. For further commentary see R. Vant and T. Cashman’s More Than a Hospital,
pages 137-138,
Frontiers of Medicine, pages 76-79. Dr. Scott referred to the problem in his usual polite fashion, in History
of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Alberta 1913-1963, page 25, UofA, 1963.
Frontiers of Medicine, pages 72-79. Dr. Macbeth called 1956-1966 the Golden Age of the Department.
They were times of rapid and exciting growth.
“The History of the Department of Medicine” edited by Donna Gilchrist, pages 17-22,UAH 2004. Also see
the D.R. Wilson profile and Medicine in Alberta: Historical Reflections, pages 292-295, AMF 1993. One of
the initiatives of Dr. Mackenzie and Dr. Wilson was to charter an Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society in
1958, with the help of Dr. T.C. Routley.
More Than a Hospital, page 219.
More Than a Hospital, page 217.
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smallest graduating classes since the war.

When Dr. Scott retired as the Dean in 1959, UofA
President Robert Newton appointed the first medical
Dean Selection Committee. Recently retired
Chancellor Dr. E.P. Scarlett was the Chairman. After
interviewing the short list of candidates, the Scarlett
Committee recommended Dr. Mackenzie because of:

Notwithstanding the specialist orientation of the
UAH faculty, the number of graduating MD’s choosing family practice, remained constant at fifty percent. The graduating total was not enough. Only fiftyeight percent of the doctors registering in Alberta
were from the UofA.

“His single minded interest in the school,
thorough knowledge of the faculty,
… record in respect to research and graduate work,
… national and international reputation,
… (but noted he is) … inclined to be arbitrary
…has the surgeon temperament and is a bit of a driver”.(23)

From 1958 to 1968, the “baby boomers” tripling the
size of the UofA. The first-year medical class size
rose from fifty-four to 108 per year and the medical
graduating class increased from thirty-nine to over
one hundred per year.

Dean Mackenzie became the fourth UofA Dean of
Medicine, following Deans A.C. Rankin (1920-1946),
J.J. Ower (1946-1948), and J.W. Scott (1949-1959).

The residency training programs increased from four
in 1951 to nineteen in 1960 (including eight in surgery) and twenty-nine in 1969. The number of residents increased from twelve to over two hundred
and twenty-five over those two decades.(25) By the
1970s applications for residency positions exceeded
by tenfold the number available. In 1972, graduates
in General Surgery honored Dr. Mackenzie by forming the Walter C. Mackenzie Surgical Club and presented Dr. Mackenzie with the first membership, to
his great delight.

The UofA Faculty of Medicine Deans, 1920-1974. 29-9
At the time of Dr. Walter Mackenzie’s appointment
in 1959: Drs. Scott, Ower, Rankin and Mackenzie.

Returning veterans had created a backlog of medical
school applicants following WWII. By the mid
1950s, the surge was over and a gradual reduction in
the quality of medical school applicants was apparent. The percent of applicants with a less than sixtyfive percent average was increasing. The new Dean
placed his stamp on the Class of 1959.(24) He held
back twenty-five percent of the Class after first year. It
would graduate thirty-nine MD’s and be one of the

The Faculty was becoming well known. A Masters of
Science Program in Surgery was started in 1958. In
September 1963 a Conference was held to celebrate
the 50th Anniversary of the Medical School. Dr.
Mackenzie brought world renowned scholars to
teach, speak or be honored, including Drs. Peter
Medawar, Rene Dubos, Frank Horsfall and Gordon
Douglas.(26)
By 1966 the faculty had about 400 full and part-time
undergraduate students. Dr. Mackenzie found that
increasing administrative demands threatened to cut
into his teaching and practice. His solution: “I never
send a letter unless I think it’s necessary. I’d never be
happy as a full-time administrator. I let my department heads pretty well run things. I keep two mornings a week for surgical practice and teaching … and
two afternoons for consulting. I guess you could say I
keep twenty-five percent of my time for patient care
and education.”(27)

Frontiers of Medicine, pages 82-86. Dr. Mackenzie was succeeded by Dr. R.A. Macbeth as the Professor
and Chairman of the Department of Surgery (1959-1975).
24. Mackenzie, Walter C. Address by Dr. Walter C. Mackenzie to the Edmonton Academy of Medicine, May 6, 1958. Reprinted in
the AMB 24(3): 174-175, August 1959.
25. Vant, Ross,
More Than a Hospital, page 375.
Cashman, Tony
26. Mackenzie, Walter C. Program. The Fiftieth Anniversary of the founding of the Medical School, UofA. September 18-21, 1963
et al
27. Mackenzie, Walter C. “Research is Background to Good Patient Care.” Interview with Don MacLachlan. Reported in the Calgary
Herald, March 8, 1966.

23. Corbet, Elise A.
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Walter C. Mackenzie’s Annual Report to Convocation, June 1, 1967

In education, the quality of the undergraduate program was addressed decisively by a high failure rate
in the 1959 medical undergraduate class. At the resident level, the pyramid-shaped hierarchy automatically promoted residents on the basis of competence.
Progress and development did not occur without
vision and foresight. Medical research was facilitated
by the 1959 Board/Faculty agreement that gave fifty
percent of any additional income beyond the negotiated ceiling for individual, twenty-five percent to the
department, and twenty-five percent to a faculty clinical research fund. Selection of the many new teachers and staff members required by rapidly growing
programs meant a careful search for each candidate,
credential reviews, impact assessments, and acquisition of additional funding. Staff expansion placed
considerable pressure on the limited space available
and preplanned integration within existing
departments.

and was receiving NRC medical research grants of
$10,000/year.(28)
Dr. Mackenzie helped capitalize on the first opportunity to initiate a medical research program at the
UofA. It arose in 1948, when Dr. Allan Blair, the new
President of the National Cancer Institute of Canada
visited Edmonton. He suggested the faculty approach
the Alberta Division of the Canadian Cancer Society
for funds to build a cancer research laboratory. After
becoming the Chairman of the Department of
Surgery in 1950, Dr. Mackenzie concluded the negotiations which secured a $150,000 capital contribution from the Alberta Division for a medical research
laboratory.(29)
The McEachern Laboratory was named after Dr. J.S.
McEachern, the Calgary cancer surgeon who had
formed the Canadian Cancer Society in 1938. The

The solution would not be found until 1976
when the Lougheed government approved the
funding to construct the Walter C. Mackenzie
Health Science Centre. It was named after Dr.
Mackenzie in 1979. All medical teaching was
moved from the 1920/21-built medical school to
the new facility when it opened in 1983. The
design and open spaces of the Walter C.
Mackenzie Health Science Center were still considered innovative and precedent setting a quarter of a century later.

Medical Research at UofA 1951-1974

When Dr. A.C. Rankin retired as the Dean of
Medicine in 1945, the Faculty of Medicine was
running on a spartan $60,000/year (1944) budget
28. Wilson, Donald R.
29. Macbeth, Robert A.

3rd Kenelm Digby Lecure by Dr. W.C. Mackenzie,
University of Hong Kong, 1972

“The Faculty of Medicine, University of Alberta 1913-1969,” in Medicine in Alberta: Historical Reflections,
page 110, AMF, 1993. Under-funding was a contributing factor to the “confidential probation” approval rating received from the American Medical Association in 1956.
Letter to R. Lampard, October 22, 2004.
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Atrium of the W.C. Mackenzie HSC

McEachern Research Laboratory opened in 1952. In
1953 the Surgical Medical Research Institute (SMRI)
was constructed next to it.(30) In 1961 the two laboratories were expanded and renovated in a 22,000
square foot addition. The faculty’s success in obtaining medical research grants increased.(31) Medical
researchers published over five hundred papers in the
medical literature from the two research labs.(32) The
McEachern Laboratory was closed in 1990. The SMRI
remained in operation and recent researchers developed the Edmonton protocol for transplantation of
Islet cells, leaving sucessfully transplanted Type I diabetics free of insulin injections.
Medical research at UofA received a major boost,
when the 1920 $500,000 Rockefeller Grant was
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transferred to the Faculty of Medicine in 1951.
Another $1.0 million was added by UAH Medical
Superintendent Dr. Angus McGugan from the surpluses the UAH had accumulated in the post-War
period. Interest income from those funds were used
to create the Special Services and Research program
in 1955. Drs. Mackenzie, D.R. Wilson, Dean Scott
with Drs. J.R. Vant, A.C. McGugan, R.E. Bell and
Administrator Reg Adshead were the first trustees.
The interest income was about $50,000 per year.(33)
The success of the program was quickly evident in
the more successful appeals to granting agencies. By
1966 medical research grants to the faculty had
increased to $1.4 million per year. They rose to $2
million (1970) and $2.5 million (1974).(34)
Dr. Mackenzie’s interest in medical research at the
clinical level never diminished.(35) He felt research
should play a major part in medical education. “It’s
part of the educational process, the background of
good patient care. A student can’t be just an observer, he must be a participant and this attitude must be
fostered.”(36) Over his lifetime he was the author or
co-author of at least eighty papers on surgery and
medical education.(37) He believed that intellectual
questioning developed from training in medical
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Surgical Medical Research Institute, UofA
Opened in 1953, one year after the McEachern Laboratory

Frontiers of Medicine, pages 177-179. R. Vant and T. Cashman added some colorful comments on the
rationale for a research laboratory outside the hospital, in More Than a Hospital, page 219. Also see the Dr.
John S. McEachern profile.
31. Corbet, Elise A.
Frontiers of Medicine, pages 177-179.
32. Corbet, Elise A.
Frontiers of Medicine, pages 177-180. Research was not limited to consecutive, $30,000 McEachern and
Surgical Medical Research (SMRI) labs. By 1958, the UofA had been awarded three Markle five year clinical research scholarships: to Drs. D.R. Wilson (in 1949 to start the endocrine lab), to R.S. Fraser (in 1953 to
start the catheterization lab) and to L.E. McLeod (in 1958 to start the renal dialysis program).
33. Macbeth, Robert A. Meet the Dean Walter Campbell Mackenzie. Alberta Medical Undergraduate Journal 8: 5-10, 1964.
Reaffirmed in Frontiers of Medicine, page 179.
34. Mackenzie, Walter C. Interview with Dan MacLachlan. Reported in the Calgary Herald, March 8, 1966.
35. Mackenzie, Walter C. Dr. Mackenzie’s curriculum vitae listed seventy-nine publications. Copy deposited in the Mackenzie Family
Archives. The C.V. only listed articles on surgery and medical education. It excluded references like Dr.
Mackenzie’s chapter on “The Relations with Other National Colleges,” in R.B. Salter’s History of the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, 1979 and his guest editorship of the October 1960 issue of
Surgical Clinics of North America. His Directorships on the Boards of Canadian Breweries, Canada Trust,
the Advisory Committee of Heart Foundation, the National Research Council, Armed Forces Medical
Council, et at were not included either.
36. Vant, Ross,
“More Than a Hospital”, pages 215-217.
Cashman, Tony
37. Mackenzie, Walter C. Curriculum vitae, 1977.

30. Corbet, Elise A.
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impending shortage of doctors caused by the postWar baby boom. Provinces and Faculties of medicine
in Canada were offered five hundred million dollars
to expand their medical teaching facilities. Expansion
at the UAH led to the construction of the thirteenstorey Clinical Sciences building. It was completed
in 1969, on a site immediately south of the UAH. At
the same time, new medical schools were built in
Calgary, Hamilton, Sherbrooke and St. John’s
Newfoundland, centers that did not have them.
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Report of the Hall Royal Commission, 1964/65

research, was of benefit to all post-graduate residents.
Dr. Mackenzie’s research philosophy and experience
was apparent when he spoke at the first Government
House dinner meeting on March 20, 1978. The topic
was the possible formation of the Alberta Heritage
Foundation for Medical Research (AHFMR). In his
presentation Dr. Mackenzie stressed the need for
quality, long term apprenticeships under eminent
medical scientists, and the need for basic as well as
clinical research under a peer reviewed approval system.(38)

Expansion of Clinical Services and Facilities
1952-1976

The Health Science Centre philosophy was first
espoused in the 1960s. It became a possibility when
the provincial government considered rebuilding the
UAH as the 1967 Centennial Hospital.(39) Hope did
not become reality until the Progressive Conservative
government approved the redesigned Health
Sciences Centre in 1976 and detailed planning and
construction began. Premier Peter Lougheed
acknowledged Dr. Mackenzie as “a key force in our
endorsement of the Alberta Health Sciences
Center”.(40)
The University of Alberta Hospital name was
changed to the Walter C. Mackenzie Health Science
Center on the approval of Mr. Lougheed in 1979,
one year after Dr. Mackenzie died.(41)
Despite Dr. Mackenzie’s philosophy and commitment to medical research, funding of research faculties was difficult to secure. The McEachern Research
Laboratory (1952) and SMRI (1953, 1961) were the
only significant projects that expanded medical

To keep pace with the rapid expansion of medical
services, education programs, and research, expansion of University of Alberta Hospital planned progressive was needed.
On the service side, the three hundred and fifty-bed
south wing (1951) brought the UAH bed total to 925.
The polio extension of the south wing (1956) brought
the total to over one thousand beds. In 1960, the
Emergency and Special Services wing was constructed at the north end of the UAH. It housed the ambulatory care clinic. In 1962 the House Staff Residence
was opened.
With the release of the Hall Commission report in
1964, the Federal government sought to address the
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Glass crown on the W.C. Mackenzie HSC, circa 1980

38. Mackenzie, Walter C. “Government House presentation,” prepared March 16, 1978. Presented March 20, 1978. 4 page manuscript in the Mackenzie Family Archives.
39. Corbet, Elise A.
Frontiers of Medicine, pages 86-92.
40. Lougheed, Peter
“Inspiration and a source of pride,” CMAJ 120: 998, April 21, 1979.
41. Corbet, Elise A.
Frontiers of Medicine, pages 86-92.
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ural catalyst between the public and the private sector…”(43)
On his return from Europe Dr. Mackenzie was
appointed the Chairman of the Alberta Government
Task Force, which made seventy-eight recommendations to reduce highway accidents.(44) A year later he
was appointed the Executive Director of the Alberta
Cancer Service. He applied his usual determination
to substantially expanding the programs and facilities
for Cancer services in Alberta. That included commissioning the Tom Baker Cancer Center in Calgary,
which initiated ambulatory cancer services for
Southern Albertans in 1979.

29-14
Dr. Mackenzie’s notes for the
First Government House dinner, 1978
research facilities at the UofA. After his retirement he
participated in the first dinner (1978) organized by
Premier Lougheed to discuss the AHFMR concept.
The formation of the AHFMR (1980) led to partial
funding for the first Heritage Medical research building on the Mackenzie HSC site. It opened in 1986.

The Post Deanship Years 1974-1978

When Dr. Mackenzie retired in 1974, it was a “night
of superlatives”.(42) By his own admission he left
behind a mature medical education program. The
faculty reputation was in the top class on the continent. His colleagues created the Walter C.
Mackenzie Visiting Professorship Endowment Fund to
perpetuate his memory. He was succeeded by his
Associate Dean of twelve years, Dr. D.F. Cameron.
By then Dr. Mackenzie had become Canada’s best
known surgeon, respected on five continents and
appreciated for his wisdom, judgement, integrity and
rich gift of friendship. Upon retiring as Dean, Dr.
Mackenzie joined seventy-five members on a
Government of Alberta trade mission to Europe. After
the trip Premier Lougheed described him as “the nat42. Remington, B.

The change of venue gave Dr. Mackenzie more time
to travel, visit, and re-meet international colleagues.
In his speeches he enjoyed making his points by
quoting others with whom he concurred. One
favorite quote was from Bob Edwards, “for when
people grow too old to set a bad example, they feel
obliged to give good advice”. Characteristically Dr.
Mackenzie introduced his presentations with a compliment and then spiced his address with some of his
favorite quotations:
A clinician must have coolness and presence of mind
under all circumstances … to meet the urgencies of practice with firmness and courage … without hardening the
human heart. (W. Osler) A surgeon is nothing if ignorant of
medicine (H. Cushing). Discoveries are made by men, not
merely by minds (Bronowski). Discovery is the act of finding out what was unknown … by chance, by careful planning or by intuition (A. Blalock), Chance favors only the
prepared mind (L. Pasteur), But only if the importance of it
is recognized (A. Fleming). One of the responsibilities of

CPHJ, March/April 1977

“A night of superlatives for retiring Dean.” Edmonton Journal, Saturday, June 8, 1974. Three hundred guests
attended.
43. Lougheed, Peter
As quoted in “Walter Campbell Mackenzie Pioneer International Surgical Statesman, Part 2: What Manner
of Man?” Annals RCPSC 22(3): 209, May 1989.
44. (Mackenzie, W.C.)
Chairman, Task Force on Highway Accidents. Report to the Minister of Social Services and Community
Health, the Honorable Helen Hunley, Alberta Government, 1975. The report resulted in mandatory seat
belt legislation in Alberta. The alcohol related findings were summarized by G. Bako, W.C. Mackenzie and
E.S.O. Smith, in “Drivers in Alberta with Previous Impaired Driving Records Responsible for Fatal Highway
Accidents: a Survey, 1970-1972,” CPHJ 68: 106-110, March/April 1977.
45. Mackenzie, Walter C. “Address to the South African College of Medicine.” Reprinted in the Transactions of the College of
Medicine of South Africa 19(2): 57-59, September 1975.
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Dr. Mackenzie traveled widely around the world
both as a lecturer and as a leader of numerous international medical organizations. His medical travels
encompassed much of the world, including frequent
visits to the United States and British Isles, and others
to Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan and the British West
Indies as the Sir Arthur Sims Commonwealth
Traveling Professor (1962). He was invited to Poland
(1968), Soviet Russia (1971), Hong Kong as the
Digby Memorial Lecturer (1972), Germany (1972),
Spain, Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong again and
Singapore (1973), and Nigeria and South Africa as
the Louis Mirvish Lecturer (1975).
During his twenty-five years as Professor and Head
of the Department of Surgery and Dean, twenty-five
international medical and surgical societies invited
him to join them.(47) He became President of twelve.
Edmonton Journal, December 5, 1978
the clinician is to maintain an interest in the search for new
knowledge (W. Mackenzie).(45)

Dr. Mackenzie’s last speech was published in
December 1978 and contained a warning. He pondered out loud the erosion of freedom under
Medicare. “Can the growing discontent within our
profession be blamed on a piece of legislation of
good intent?” Dr. Mackenzie’s answer was yes which
he qualified with “The subtleties of the physicianpatient relationship cannot be appreciated, even by
the best intentioned of our lay legislators …”(46)

An International Statesman

Journal of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
Volume 22:5-8, January 1977

Dr. Mackenzie earned two surgical Fellowships in
Canada (FRCPC) and the USA (FACS). He was granted another six Honorary Fellowships in the Royal
Colleges of England, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Ireland,
and membership in the Colleges of South Africa and
West Africa. Dr. Mackenzie was the only Canadian
to be President of the Canadian, American and
International Colleges of Surgery, until Dr. Charles
Drake of London Ontario was similarly honored.

Life Beyond Medicine

Although nearly all of Dr. Mackenzie’s energies were
focused on the practice and teaching of medicine, he
did become involved in a number of community and
business activities. During his first stay in Edmonton
before World War II, he became president of the
Edmonton Athletic Club in 1939. It operated the successful Edmonton Canadians Junior hockey team. In
1948 he became a founding director and shareholder
of the Edmonton Eskimo Football Club. He also
maintained a connection with his Scottish heritage as
a member and president of the Edmonton Burns
Club. Although he had very little time for business
activities, he did serve as a member of the Edmonton
Advisory Committee of Canada Trust. He was recruited by industrialist E.P. Taylor to serve on the Board of
Directors of Canadian Breweries in the 1950s. Dr.
Mackenzie, as a strong anti-smoking advocate,
resigned from the board on a matter of principle,

46. Mackenzie, Walter C. “Medicare: an erosion of freedom.” The CMAJ editorial was reprinted in the Edmonton Journal, December
5, 1978. It was based on a presentation Dr. Mackenzie gave to the John Paul North Surgical Society entitled, “Lessons to the Learned by the United States from other Health Care Systems,” October 17, 1978. It
would not have surprised Dr. Mackenzie when prize winning journalist Jeffrey Simpson presented the
Walter C. Mackenzie Visiting Professor Lecture on “Medicine: Heading for a Crossroads,” on October 4,
2001. Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry News 4(2): 4, December 2001.
47. Mackenzie, Walter C. Curriculum Vitae, pages 2, 3, circa 1977.
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Epitaph:
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Receiving the Order of Canada
from Gov. Gen. Roland Michener, 1970
when the company was taken over by Rothmans of
Pall Mall.

Awards

Dr. Mackenzie’s undergraduate alma mater
Dalhousie, gave him its medal (1933) and the
University of Minnesota its Outstanding Achievement
Award in 1964. Nationally he received the
Centennial Medal in 1967, was appointed Surgeon
to the Queen from 1966-1968, made an Officer of
the Order of Canada in 1971, and was given the
Alberta Achievement Award (1977). The Canadian
Royal College granted him the Duncan Graham
Award in 1971 and the CMA its highest award the
STARR Medal, in 1974. He became the second
Albertan to be so recognized, after Dr. J.S.
McEachern in 1938. In 1973 the B’nai B’rith gave Dr.
Mackenzie their Humanitarian and Service Award.
Three years later the UofA Alumni gave him their
Golden Jubilee Award. Internationally he was elected
the President of the venerable James IV Association
of Surgeons and the International Federation of
Surgical Colleges, in 1972. Three universities gave
Dr. Mackenzie Honorary doctorates: McGill (1965),
Dalhousie (1966), and Manitoba (1970). The
Mackenzie traveling fellowship in Surgery was initiated in 1980. In 2005 Dr. Mackenzie was named one
of Alberta’s 100 Physicians of the Century.

48. Macbeth, Robert A.
49. Spencer, M.,
Dier, K.
50. (Lampard, Robert)

Dr. R.A. Macbeth, who succeeded Dr. Mackenzie as
the UofA Director of Surgery, described him as a natural leader and an excellent administrator and organizer.(48) He had a remarkable memory for people and
detail. He was a most formidable opponent both
intellectually and verbally. When a major decision
was to be made, those who were not convinced of
his point of view well beforehand usually suffered.
His breadth of vision, protean knowledge, wide
interest in people, and innate modesty were appreciated by all his friends and colleagues. He grew as his
knowledge grew. He could embrace and articulate
new and innovative ideas. His opinion was highly
valued. In return, he demanded excellence. Others
called it near-perfection. He did not tolerate mediocrity particularly when it came to medical education.
In return, his staff and students gave him exceptional
loyalty and support.(49) His patients were no exception.(50)
Dr. Macbeth wrote of Dr. Mackenzie’s dedication to
all the organizations he joined or to which he
belonged. He demonstrated great insight and could
visualize the simplest way to proceed or action to
take in order to solve a problem or achieve a goal.
He had the ability to get others to work together as a
team and to make the necessary commitment to a
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Receiving the Alberta Achievement Award
from Premier Peter Lougheed, 1977

“Walter Campbell Mackenzie, Part 2,” pages 209-212.
Echoes in the Halls, pages 180-186 (Dr. H.T.G. Williams), 250-256 (Dr. R.A. Macbeth), 273-275 (Dr. W.
Taylor), 298-316 (Dr. M. McPhee), Association of the Professors Emeriti of the University of Alberta, 1999.
Personal communication with Miss Isobel Murray, a Red Deer teacher, Christmas, circa 1964.
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family, he loved camping, fishing and cooking. He
was always good company and good fun. In return,
Walter and Dorothy were known around the world,
for the friendship and the hospitality of their home.
Many of those who knew him felt “very much the
better for his having touched our lives”.(54) Following
his death, Lord Porritt remembered how “He had a
continually fresh outlook on life, a quiet courage and
an unrecognized power of his charming personality.
He had an unconscious resistance to everything that
was evil and a joy of everything beautiful in all his
thoughts, words and deeds.”(55)

Christopher’s Textbook of Surgery (9th ed.), 1960

program or project for it to be successful. Dr.
Mackenzie always wanted his teams to succeed. He
gave credit magnanimously. In return the success of
his teams increased his stature. Although his research
accomplishments were modest in terms of new discoveries, he always made his colleagues know how
significant their contribution was. His teams developed as he did:(51) as a department, a faculty and as
part of a worldwide Fellowship of Surgeons. His
strategy was a “Canadian first” one. He believed that
by improving surgery in Canada he could improve it
in Alberta. Then he extended that strategy internationally.(52)

Dr. Mackenzie died prematurely of cancer on
December 15, 1978 at the age of sixty-nine. In his
eulogy Premier Lougheed described him as “particularly helpful in our development of medical research
… an inspiration and a source of pride … [whose] …
contribution has been truly invaluable and will long
be remembered by the people of Alberta”.(56)

In Memoriam

He did it by working harder than most of his associates. When Drs. Mackenzie and Macbeth were writing Chapter 18 in Christopher’s Textbook of Surgery
(7-9th ed.), their work often did not start until after
midnight.
Dr. Macbeth described how he loved people and
being with them. Ever thoughtful, he would write
non-operable cancer patients personal letters. Not
uncommonly it was their last letter.(53) Besides his

Edmonton Journal, December 19, 1978

51. Macbeth, Robert A. As quoted in B. Remington’s, “A night of superlatives for retiring Dean,” Edmonton Journal, June 8, 1974.
52. Mackenzie, Walter C. “An International Viewpoint in Surgery,” Journal of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh 22: 5-8,
January 1977. The editor closed with a tribute to Dr. Mackenzie: “People everywhere rejoice in honoring
those who have made positive contributions to friendship, understanding and international cooperation…It
is fitting that this issue…honors one who by precept and example was recognized as one of that very distinguished company”. Also see R.A. Macbeth’s presentation on Walter C. Mackenzie at the May 21, 1983
W.C. Mackenzie Surgical Research Day, page 8. Copy received from the author.
53. Lampard, Robert
Handwritten letter from Dr. Mackenzie to Miss Isobel Murray, Red Deer, circa 1964. Shown to the author.
54. Macbeth, Robert A. “Memorial to Walter C. MacKenzie Part 2,” Canadian Journal of Surgery 22(4): 307, May 11, 1979.
55. Macbeth, Robert A. “Memorial to Walter C. MacKenzie, Introduction.” The memorial included Tributes from the United States,
A Tribute from Scotland, A Tribute from South Africa, A Tribute from Hong Kong, A Tribute from England,
and A Tribute from Poland. Canadian Journal of Surgery 22(4):303-316, July 1979.
56. Lougheed, Peter
“Inspiration and a Source of Pride,” page 988.
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Dr. Lloyd Grisdale, who was one of Mackenzie’s
Associate Deans and later President of the Canadian
Medical Association and Chairman of the CMA
Executive Committee, wrote “he was a master: at
cards, making friends and cooking … Shakespeare
must have had someone like Walter in mind when he
had Anthony say of Brutus … his life was gentle, and
the elements so mixed in him that nature might stand
up and say to all the world, ‘This was a man!’”(57)
Another colleague turned to Burns for his eulogy:
“Few hearts like this, virtue warmed, few heads with
knowledge so informed.”(58) Dr. Mackenzie modestly
referred to himself as just one of the (four) Deans in
the photograph that adorned his office.(59)
Dr. H.G. Mackid predicted Alberta would attract
leaders like Dr. Mackenzie, when he answered his
own 1912 rhetorical question:

University of Alberta Hospitals, 1986

57. Grisdale, Lloyd C.
58. Graham, James H.
59. Corbet, Elise A.
60. Mackid, H.G.
61. McPhedran, N. Tait
62. Lampard, Robert

63. Owen, Peter
64. Tyrrell, D. Lorne
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“What is the value of the West to medicine? Does
not the answer lie in the words, energy and newness
and opportunity. The West is young and lusty, and
full of life. It has a love of action, and it has a love of
newness. It is unhampered by tradition, whether of
conduct or of science. I really do believe that, in
medicine as in the rest of human endeavor, the West
is going to supply that leaven of originality which,
after all, is the one thing needful.(60)

Dr. Mackenzie provided some of that “leaven of originality”, during his 1951-1974 years as Professor,
Department Head and Dean. He participated in
every major Medical Faculty/UAH building and curriculum decision.(61) He did it never disrupting patient
care, all the while maintaining a busy surgical practice.(62)
As the UAH Board Chairman Peter Owen reflected,
“To say that Dr. Mackenzie was a truly gifted man is
an understatement…Dr. Mackenzie’s lifelong efforts
contributed significantly to the stature of Edmonton
as a leading medical center recognized around the
globe”.(63)
On the silver anniversary of Dr. Mackenzie’s death,
UofA Dean Lorne Tyrrell remembered him in 2004.
“Walter Mackenzie was, most of all, a dedicated
doctor who worked to integrate medical treatment,
education and research into a synergistic
whole…This legacy is symbolized in the world-class
Water C. Mackenzie Health Sciences Centre.”(64) Dr.
S.M. Hamilton, Dr. Mackenzie’s successor as
Chairman of the Department of Surgery concurred.
“Even though my term as Chair occurred 30 years
after he served as Chair of the Department of
Surgery, there were doors that were still open
because of the tremendous respect with which Dr.
Mackenzie’s name is still associated with the city of
Edmonton and with the University of Alberta. Dr.

“Walter Mackenzie: A Gift for Friendship”, CMAJ 120:985-986, 21 April 1979.
“Walter Mackenzie: A Proud Scottish Canadian”, CMAJ 120:986, 21 April 1979.
Frontiers of Medicine, opposite page 76. Dr. Mackenzie wrote brief comments on Deans J.W. Scott, A.C.
Rankin and J.J. Ower in the AMB 24(3): 174-175, August 1959 and the foreword to Dr. Scott’s The History
of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Alberta 1913-1963, page v, UofA, 1963.
“The President’s Address,” page 810.
Canadian Medical Schools – Two Centuries of History, pages 158-160, Harvest House 1993.
The author was assigned to Dr. Mackenzie’s Surgery A service as an intern, the day Dr. Mackenzie had his
first cancer operation in the spring of 1965. He left the service three months later, the day before Dr.
Mackenzie returned to practice. For other recollections, see Amy Wilson’s To Teach this Art, pages 171-173,
AARN, 1975.
The University of Alberta Folio, 31 May 1979.
Nomination of Dr. Walter Mackenzie for the 100 Edmontonians of the Century Award, January 24, 2004.
Edmonton physicians on the list of 100 were Drs. J.C. Callaghan, Helen Hays, Lionel Shapiro and J.B.
Collip. Deposited in the UofA Dean’s office. Dr. Mackenzie was recognized as one of 75 Albertans of the
first three-quarters of a Century and one of the 100 Alberta Physicians of the Century in 2005.
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Mackenzie was truly respected as a clinician … He
fostered relationships with clinicians in all of the
city’s hospitals … His legacy is a Department of
Surgery and a Faculty of Medicine that are truly in
the top tier of such institutions within North America
and world wide.”(65) Dr. C.R. Hanlon concurred with
his colleagues noting:

Related Perspectives: Medicine, the War Years, The
Formation and Development of the AHFMR
Key Words: Surgeon, Military medicine, UofA, Dean
Faculty of Medicine, McEachern Laboratory, Medical
research, Walter C. Mackenzie HSC

“Doctor Mackenzie’s contributions to the American
College of Surgeons and to surgery in the United
States, Canada, and the world were immense … let it
be said that no one ever met a finer gentleman,
scholar and surgical statesman”.(66)

The naming of the Walter C. Mackenzie Health
Science Centre in 1979 was but a memorial to a
man, whose example, ideals, accomplishments, and
personality ought not soon to be forgotten.
“[there’s] hope a great man’s memory may outlive his
life half a year.” (Hamlet)(67)

Related Profiles: Mackid, Rankin, McEachern, D.R.
Wilson, McLeod, Allard
(L to R) Richard Mackenzie and Maureen, Walter 29-17
and Dorothy (with Seanna), Sally Mackenzie,
Linda and Kim Mackenzie, 1971
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Bust of Dr. W.C. Mackenzie in the entranceway to the
Walter C. Mackenzie HSC
65. Hamilton, S.M.
66. Hanlon, C.R.
67. Macbeth, Robert A.

Tribute to Dr. W. Mackenzie, attached to his nomination for the 100 Edmontonian’s of the Century. Dr.
Hamilton was the UofA Chairman of Surgery. Hon. Marjorie Bowker wrote the third tribute.
As quoted by Dr. L. Tyrrell in his application for recognition of Dr. Mackenzie as one of the 100
Edmontonians of the Century, page 3.
From Shakespeare’s Hamlet, as quoted in Dr. Macbeth’s presentation on Dr. Walter C. Mackenzie, at the
W.C. Mackenzie Surgical Research Day, 21 May 1983.

