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Robert Lampard M.D., MSc(Surg) is Medical Director
of Michener Services, Red Deer, Alberta. His family
originally comes from Saskatchewan and he is
particularly interested in the use of snowmachines by
medical practitioners. Calvino Cheng was a second
year medical student at the University of Calgary, when
the paper was originally presented in the History of
Medicine Course 1999. He has since graduated.
A version of this article was originally published in The
Annals of the Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons 31:8 pp. 493-496, December 2000 and is
reprinted with permission.
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Larch snowplane manufacturing
center. Spy Hill, Saskatchewan,

circa 1930

Aluminum, 145 HP Continental, circa 2000

Dr. Mainprize, Model 2, circa 1926
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Communities That Had Snowplanes/Snowmobiles
in Prairie Canada

LOCATION PHYSICIAN/MANUFACTURER DATE PICTURE/REFERENCE/COMMENTS

AB, Red Deer Dr. Delong 1919-21 Yes. Red Deer Museum. The “Go-Devil”. Photo in Then
and Now, p11, DTHR, 2006.

AB, Innisfail T.A. Jensen 1920’s Yes. Glenbow. “Often used to get doctors to patients in
remote areas”. History of the Alberta Motor Association
R. Sandford p 39, 2001

SK, Melfort John Wachniak 1921 No. “Western People”, p 3, 5, 27 April 2000, source
Edna Sutherland.

AB, Lamont*
(both)

Dr. A.E. Archer 1924-(?)

1930

Yes. Lamont History Book. “The Bug”. Trudy Harrold
noted it in On Highest Mission Sent, LHS, 1999.
Yes. Snowplane. History of the Lamont HSC, p 24, 2000.

SK, Midale Dr. W.G. Mainprize 1924-50
1924-48
1950

Yes. Snowmobile. 4+ models. Used for housecalls, ob-
stetrics, Flu epidemics. “Echoes of Silence” (H. Chatenay
1978) and “Country Doctors” (H. Chatenay 1980). Mud-
mobile and 4th snowmobile are in Midale Museum.

AB, Lloydminster Dr. A. Cooke 1927 Yes. “It was a very good inning” p54-5, 1980. W.R.N.
Blair, Ph.D.

Quebec Bombardier, Armand J.B. 1928-
present

Yes. See the Bombardier Company’s two books.

QC, Huntingdon Dr. Howard Rae Clouston 1928 Yes. Snowmobile. “Lead Kindly Light: The Biography of a
Quebec Country Doctor”, Marjorie Clouston Dale, p 50,
1990.

SK, Moosomin Fudge Industries, Cunninghams 1929-49 Yes. Kipling Local History, p 279. Made less than 50.

QC, Wakefield Dr. H.J.G. Geggie 1930s Yes. Snowmobile, “The Extra Mile: Medicine in Rural Que-
bec 1885-1965”, H.J.G. Geggie, M.D., p 86-88, 1987.

SK, Connaught
Municipality

Maintained for doctors’ use 1930’s No details.

SK, Colonsay Carl Harris 1930s Yes. Snowplane. “Saskatchewan Senior”, p B12, Novem-
ber 1999.

SK, Spyhill Lorch Family (manufacturers) 1930-55 Yes. Row of them. Made 418. See Lorch Snowplane
Story, 34 pages. C/O Western Development Museum

SK, Tisdale Dr. H. Fitton, Thomas Moulding 1930’s No photo. Pioneer Reflections of Forester, p 118.

SK, Wynyard Dr. Polec 1930’s Yes. Snowmobile.
SK, Yorkton Dr. Houston 1935/6 No. Reference: Dr. C.S. Houston

AB, Fort Vermil-
ion

Dr. Harold Hamman 1933-45 Several. See Ken Hamman, Vermilion local history. Al-
berta in the 20th Century, Volume 6.

SK, Corning,
Fillmore

Dr. T.H. Argue 1935-49 Yes. Snowplane. Creelman Local History Book, Country
Doctors (H. Chatenay, 1980). It was a Fudge.

SK Dr. Wishart 1937-41 Yes. “The Snow Buggy”.

SK, Kamsack Dr. Iser and Cherie Steiman
with John Doochenko

1938 Yes. Snowplane was called the “Silver Streak”.
Saskatchewan History, volume 49(1), 1997, p 38.

SK, Nipawin Mr. Basil Bell, Oren Robison 1938-41 Photo, yes. Bell won the World Championship races
1939, 1940. Transported doctors, police, commercial
travelers. Driver was Jack Robertson. Oren Robison has
3 photos.

AB, Grand Prairie Mr. George McQuat 1939 Yes. J.G. MacGregor’s Grande Prairie, 1983.

SK, Wynyard Dr. Polec 1939-41 Yes. Snowplane.

SK, White Fox Charlie Finney, Jim Anderson Early
1940s

Yes. Snowplane. “Western People”, p 3, 5, 27 April
2000, source Edna Sutherland.

SK, White Fox Art Logan Early
1940s

Yes. Snowplane. “Western People”, p 3, 5, 27 April
2000, source Edna Sutherland.
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LOCATION PHYSICIAN/MANUFACTURER DATE PICTURE/REFERENCE/COMMENTS

NS, Elmsdale/Noel Dr. Robert G. Wright 1940-41 Yes. Snowplane (Med Post 7 Sept 1998). The “Go-
bugger”.

NS, Elmsdale/Noel Dr. Charles Morehouse c1945- No. Used a Bren Gun Carrier.

SK, Alameda,
Oxbow

Dr. Gerald Galloway 1940s/50s No photo. It was bought – probably a Lorch. Source
G. Hamill.

AB, Camrose Dr. Reikie No details. No.

ON, Fergus Dr. T.F. Russell No details. No. Snowplane, (CMAJ 159:119, 1998).
SK, Kitscoty Dr. McCoy No details. No details. Reference: Rich Budd, AB Hist Sites.

The Mainprize Mudmobile

Dr. Argue and three modes of travel, circa 1950.
(There were horses and a sleigh in the background.)

Two Fudge (L) and one Lorch (R) Snowplanes.
circa 1938

The Bell snowmachine is in the foreground.


