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Biographical Notes
Dr. Inglis arrived in Sylvan Lake to begin his medical practice 37 years ago.
Insightfully, he posted a collage of postcards in his office, soliciting comments
and slowly building the largest collection of Sylvan Lake postcards. With his
expanding knowledge of Sylvan Lake, he wrote the healthcare history chapter for
the Reflections of Sylvan Lake community history book, published in 1984.
Three years ago he envisioned this book as a Centennial project. It was an
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Dr. Lampard was introduced to postcard collecting during the 20 years he worked
with Dr. Inglis at the Michener Center. It had immediate appeal as a unique way
to visualize an historical subject. He began by adding postcard images to the 8
books that he has now written on Alberta’s Medical History, etc. This book draws
on his 67 years of summer visits to Sylvan Lake.
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Sylvan Lake – A Postcard Perspective
Foreword
This book owes its origins to the shared interest in Deltiology (postcard collecting) of Brian Inglis and
Robert Lampard. Their two collections of Sylvan Lake postcards, when combined with the generously
shared collections of Colleen Dunnigan, Fred Freschette and Jack McCuaig, led to the realization that,
along with cataloguing the postcards of Sylvan Lake, there was the potential for a unique history of Sylvan
Lake as seen through its postcards. The 2013 Sylvan Lake Centennial crystalized the idea and prompted
the completion of the book.
So far our research has uncovered over 220 different pre1975 postcards. In the past four months alone,
three new and unique Sylvan Lake Picture Postcards (PPC’s) have been found on e-Bay and have been
included in the book.
The authors extend their thanks for the generous cooperation of the staff of the Sylvan Lake & District
Archives Society. We are indebted to Steve Dill of the Sylvan Lake News for his research of articles on
Sylvan Lake in the Red Deer News, Red Deer Advocate, the Sylvan Lake News and its forerunners.
Proof reading for historical errors was done with the assistance of Michael Dawe, Kathy Inglis, and the
staff at the Sylvan Lake and District Archives. The maps at the back of the book were created by Ron
Brouwer.
The authors take full responsibility for any errors or omissions.
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Introduction
The use of “correspondence cards” instead of letters was first suggested by German Postal authorities in
1865. In 1869, Austria was the first country to pass legislation to allow the use of “postkartes” that
required a postage stamp. The attractiveness of the reduced postal rate for postal cards, set in 1870, was
offset by the restriction that the address was to be on one side and the message on the other.
Initially “postal” referred to government issued cards. “Postcards” described privately produced postcards.
Canada issued its first government printed Postal Cards in 1871. By joining the General Postal Union
(GPU) in 1878, Canada agreed to accept postcards of other GPU countries at the reduced rate.
In 1902 the British Post Office officially allowed “divided back” postcards with the address and the
message written on the same side, freeing the other side for a picture with some prewritten words, an
advertisement, or a photo. This decision recognized the entrepreneurial action of private companies and
World Fairs, who had already produced picture postcards, with space for a message on the same side and
the address on the other. By then the size of postcards had become standardized at 5.5 x 3.5 inches.
“Picture Postcards” (PPC’s), refer to postcards with a picture on one side. Initially they were sketches or
lithographic cards printed in black and white. Later some of the postcards were hand tinted. The more
advanced printing companies in Germany and Great Britain produced colored PPC’s. The invention of
photographic paper allowed for the production of Real Picture postcards (RPPC’s).
The decades from 1900 to 1920 were the golden era of postcards, due to the large numbers of postcards
produced, the wave of travel abroad by the wealthy, and the cheapness of owning a real picture of
something. Special albums to store postcard collections became commonplace.
CAMERAS AND PHOTOGRAPHIC PAPER
In 1888 George Eastman introduced his first Kodak Camera. By 1900 the “Brownie,” which sold for $1,
put photography in the hands of the amateur. In 1903, building on the craze for PPC’s, Eastman produced
a camera that yielded 3.25” x 5.5” negatives that could be printed on Kodak’s photo print paper. It was
almost the same size as the standard postcard. Many an entrepreneurial person had a dark room in their
own home for developing their own photos. This allowed the production of one of a kind RPPC’s, which
have greater historical significance, than the production runs of popular scenes, then available for sale
in retail stores. Devices were made to print the required elements of a postcard on the reverse side of a
photo, further allowing the production of one of a kind RPPC’s.
Kodak introduced their high grade “Velox” photo print paper in 1903 and their lower grade” Azo” in
1905. Other competitors were Ansco’s “Cyko,” Artura’s “Artura,” Kilburns “Kruxo,” Defender’s “Argo,” and
Burke & James’ “Rexo.” These brand names appear where the postage stamp was to be placed.
Refinements in cameras in 1914 allowed inscriptions to be added directly on to the negatives.
Photographers not in possession of such a camera did their captioning by hand on their negatives. Later
refinements in printing and photography allowed the addition of typed captions onto the PPC’s or on to
their borders. The introduction of color photography in the 1930s saw the end of tinted black and white
PPC’s.
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SYLVAN LAKE POSTCARDS
The picture postcards of Sylvan Lake followed a similar history. The earliest available PPC’s were
commercially produced lithographic prints. Early PPC’s were printed in Germany. After the start of World
War I, production was switched to Great Britain. Early Sylvan Lake RPPC’s were produced on
photographic paper from several producers. The Fred Freschette postcards in Chapter 1 are the best
examples of early RPPC’s. Later postcards were dominated by Kodak’s products.
The earliest commercially available lithographed PPC’s had no border around the photo. This was also
the style of some early RPPC’s produced on photographic paper. With time small Drug Stores and
photographers could produce short runs of RPPC’s with the white border and hand written captions on
the photo. The reverse side of locally produced RPPC’s had the standard postcard format, with the
message on one half and the address on the other half. Later RPPC’s had the printed caption on the
border of the postcard.
The characteristics of the captions on the postcards allow us to identify RPPC’s by author and periods of
production. There are several numbered series of RPPC’s of Sylvan Lake. Notable photographers with
documented RPPC’s of Sylvan Lake are George E. Fleming, Anna Jaminette, C. A. Weston, the Hendricks
(Bros.) Brothers and Byron Harmon.
With so many postcards now found, we have grouped them into 15 chapters or themes. In each chapter,
the postcards have been ordered chronologically by date of publication. As many of the postcards were
unused, they have no postal date. In some cases the postcard was sold for as long as thirty years after it
was published. This has made determining the date of publication a challenge. With the 2013 name
change, Centennial Street and pier names have been used in place of Main Street and Main Street pier.
There are numerous generic postcards stamped and printed as being from Sylvan Lake. They are really
scenes from other parts of Canada, and were mass produced for use in different locations. They have not
been included in this book.
In recent years, the use and sale of RPPC’s has declined greatly with the ability to send digital images over
the internet.
SYLVAN LAKE POST OFFICE AND POSTAL RATES
The Sylvan Lake Post Office opened May 1, 1907, in the first Sylvan Lake hotel. This was the first of six
different locations. Prior to that mail was transported to the Burnt Lake Post Office for posting.
The earliest cancelled RPPC of Sylvan Lake is September 1907. It was cancelled in Red Deer. The earliest
RPPC with a Sylvan Lake cancel found so far is July 11, 1913. Earlier cancellations likely exist.
Postcard rates were 1 cent from 1899-April 15, 1915. They then rose to 2 cents until July 1, 1926, before
being reduced to 1 cent until 1931. The rate for postcards has been the same as regular letters since
November 1, 1968.
SYLVAN LAKE POSTCARDS, HISTORICAL PERCEPTIONS
The study of picture postcards, their dates of mailing, their addresees, and the comments on the message
side, offer a visitor’s perspective of Sylvan Lake’s history.
The large number of different postcards already found, speaks to the popularity of Sylvan Lake as a
summer resort. Visitors to the Regattas, in the 1920s and 1930s were reported to be up to 15,000 on a
weekend, overwhelming the town of 700.
The various configurations of the main piers can only be researched from photos, picture postcards and
cancellation dates, as little documentation is available of the frequent repairs necessitated by damage
from the ice and wind during spring breakup. The many postcards of pastoral and sunset lake scenes,
remind visitors of the pleasant walks along the sandy beaches. Unfortunately a postcard of Varsity Hall
has not been found.
Digital copies of all of the postcards have been deposited in the Sylvan Lake Archives for future study,
with the approval of the donors.
Robert Lampard MD
Brian Inglis MD
January 2014
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Chapter 1

Early Real Postcards

1-1 Postcard. circa 1900.
In this photo of Centennial Street the photographer is looking north towards Sylvan Lake. The Lake was still
known as “Snake” Lake. It was renamed Sylvan Lake following a petition in 1907.
The picture was taken from the CNR Rail crossing, 12 years before the rails arrived. Six buildings are present.
Two of them on the left are under construction. The workman is sawing something round. There is a cottage in
the trees on the right, which is fenced off from the road. Strawberries grew along both sides. The poplar grove,
where Cobb’s Store was built had not yet been cut down for fire wood or construction purposes.
The graded road went to and from Burnt Lake. Power lines already existed, although telephone lines didn’t. There
were no sidewalks but there are two ladies (specks) walking down the street. None of the buildings in the picture
survived.
The photo was made using a tin-type reflector system which created a darkened perimeter.
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1-2 Postcard. circa 1911.
This postcard of Centennial Street was taken from
the east side of the street (then Main Street) near the
lake. There is a boardwalk in the right foreground,
and three buildings on the west (left) side. The
building on the left was the first livery stable built in
Sylvan. To its right might be a boot or tack shop
facing an alley and not Centennial Street. The
building in the distance was the back of the first
Sylvan Lake Hotel, built in 1905. The hotel was
located where the Untinen Garage stood for years. It
is now a parking lot at the corner of Centennial
Street and Lakeshore Drive.
The picture appears to have been taken in the spring
as there are no leaves on the trees and puddles exist
on the street. The man driving the stone boat on the
left was probably delivering water to the
concessions. It doesn’t appear that the power lines
extended this far north. The two horses on the right
pulling a wagon are tethered in front of a building
that cannot be seen.

1-3 Postcard. circa 1910.
The photograph for this postcard was taken in the
back yard of the Petro Farm. The farm was located
on the east side of Jarvis Bay, north of the lake outlet.
It looks west.
Mary (Petro) Miller is sitting on the back porch of the
farm house. The front of the house is not in the
picture. It was made of lumber and clapboard from
the Loiselle Lumber Yard, and not logs as seen in the
picture. The clothes line contains long johns, shirts,
etc. but allows for unmolested trips to the outhouse
during the night.
The Petro Family arrived in 1900. Mary married Vere
Miller in 1908. The 2 year old youngster with her is
her daughter
Iola. She is
feeding the
geese and
chickens. The
Miller’s went on
to have 11
children.
Vere Miller
bought 40 lots
in the lower
camp area for
development.
Another
development
called
Kennabeek Park
began in Lower
Camp in 1910,
by Red Deer
Druggist, R.C.
Brumpton.
2
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1-4 Postcard. 1910.
This postcard features Elmer Petro’s wife, Bertha. According to the sender the picture was taken next to Sylvan
Lake’s first (Petro) restaurant. It was located on the west side of Centennial Street. The two storey high framed
building was made of clapboard siding of varying widths. The power wires are not telephone lines, as telephones
didn’t arrive until 1911.

1-5 Postcard. circa 1912.
This faded postcard was taken in front of the Petro’s Restaurant on Centennial Street. Elmer Petro is driving a
sleigh north on Centennial Street in front of his Café. The sleigh-wagon delivered ice, lumber supplies, fire wood,
liquor and restaurant supplies, but only in the winter time. The Adams Hauling Company operated the sleigh.
Upstairs were several apartments. The function of the building on the right is not known.
The location of the restaurant was south of the original Sylvan Lake Hotel at 5037A-50 Street. The photo was
taken in the spring when there was still ice on Centennial Street.

Chapter 1: Early Real Postcards
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1-6 Postcard. circa 1912.
This photo was taken moments after (1-5). The horse
has slipped on the ice and fallen down. It has been
unhitched from the sleigh. No one, let alone the
photographer, was helping Elmer Petro raise the
horse. Eventually ropes would be required. The
exercise would have been easier if the unharnessed
horse had been shod.

1-7 Postcard. circa 1912.
In this photograph, Elmer Petro is standing at
ground level behind the Petro Restaurant. He is
dressed in a shirt and tie likely for the picture.
Utensils are drying on the wall and floor.
Elmer Petro died June 2, 1964, after living nearly 60
years in Sylvan Lake.

4
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1-8 Postcard. September 2-7, 1912.
This photograph was taken at the first Calgary Stampede, held on September 2-7, 1912. A century old postcard,
it featured a staged “hold up” of the Pastobak Family from Sylvan Lake: (LtoR) Vaino, Ed, Victor and Ed Jr., plus
the cowboy actor. Victor Pastobak died about 15 years ago. The background is not a scene from the Canadian
Rockies. The two Canadian Brewing and Malting Company beer bottles indicate that A. E. Cross’s Horseshoe
beer was selling well amongst the 100,254 thousand who attended, or the 75,000 who watched the parade.
Calgary had a population of 55,000 in 1912. The Big Four who guaranteed the $100,000 to fund for the
Stampede were: A.E. Cross, Pat Burns, George Lane and A.J. MacLean.

1-9 Postcard. circa 1914.
This picture was taken of a “recruiting” tent to sign up soldiers up for WWI. The writing on the back says “Recruit
Soldiers 1914.” The major attraction was piano music, played by the lady with the 2 foot hat. The other well
dressed ladies suggest it was a staged photograph. No one in the picture has been identified. According to the
Legion Honour Roll, 53 men from the district saw active service in WWI. The Legion Scroll indicates seven died.
Nothing confirms this is a Sylvan Lake RPPC, except that it comes from the Fred Freschette collection.
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1-10 Postcard. No date.
This postcard has been severely cropped on the
right side. It is one of the few pictures of
Washington (“Wash”) Petro. He was an American
Veterinarian who came to the Sylvan District in
1900. After a year in Alberta he bought land at
Sylvan Lake and north of Markerville. Petro Beach
was named after him. Wash’s quarter section was
north of the creek outlet, it is now owned by the
Barkers. Petro Beach is south of the creek outlet in
the town of Sylvan Lake.

6
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Chapter 2

The Village and Town of Sylvan Lake

2-1 Sylvan Lake. 1911. Postmarked Sunday 3, 1914.
This classic postcard features the first Sylvan Lake Hotel. It was located on the SW corner of Centennial Street
and Lake Shore Drive. The Hotel was built by Alexander Loiselle in 1905. It was a one storey hotel with 16
rooms. In 1911 the hotel was sold to C.J. Rutter, who added the 2nd storey and 21 more rooms, bringing the
total to 37. The Hotel was sold again in 1919, and renamed the Hazelwood Hotel after the new owner. It was
bought by Calgary Brewing and Malting in 1925, one year before it burned down in 1926. The hotel was not
rebuilt after the fire. Instead a new Sylvan Lake Hotel was brought on rollers and skids from Suffield (near
Medicine Hat). It was located on the east side of Centennial Street across from the original site, in 1928.
The photograph commemorates the opening of the first Hotel. Five convertibles came from Red Deer to celebrate
the occasion and celebrate the re-opening of the renovated hotel. The enlarged Hotel had the only public
telephone in town. It also had an “auto service”. The addressee writes on the back how he got off the train to get
something to eat. The train left, so they hired a car but it got stuck in the snow 8 miles out of town, so they
“returned at midnight; having a good time.”
The postcard was printed by Enida Olivia and Co. Ltd, Calgary Series #201.
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2-2 Sylvan Lake. circa 1912. Postmarked August 11, 1913.
With the money he received from selling the Sylvan Lake Hotel, Alexander Loiselle built Sylvan Lake’s Alexander
hotel, on the site of the current Sylvan Lake Golf and Country Club parking lot. It contained 28 rooms. Shortly
afterwards, Loiselle built the barn, which must have added a pungent aroma to downwind visitors and bathers.
There was only a path to the Hotel. No external fire escape can be seen. The Hotel appears vacant. The rooms
were said to be 28’ x 26’, which seems large. Lawyer G.W. Greene led the opposition to the Hotel getting a
liquor license in the pre-prohibition era. He represented the Moral Reform League, alleging there was “no need”
for another one. Loiselle received a license after his 4th application. New liquor licenses required renovations to
both Sylvan Lake hotels in 1913.
As early as May 1911 it was already fully occupied two months before it officially opened on July 10, 1911.
There was phone service to the Hotel. Power was generated by the hotel’s own electric generator plant.
Loiselle built a 1 mile walkway to the train station, after the rails arrived in 1912. As the train approached Sylvan
Lake, the whistle was blown to tell the Hotel to get lunch ready. The Hotel was well known for it’s breakfast (fish,
eggs, onions and celery) and was noted for it’s “fine dining, fancy bar and bar rail.” The Hotel burned down on
October 22, 1924.
The Loiselle’s came to Sylvan Lake in 1899 from Quebec, via Saginaw, Michigan. They brought 3 rail car loads of
effects including 14 horses and enough equipment to build a sawmill and operate a farm. The children came in
November, one month after their father’s arrival October 15, 1899. Loiselle began by building a log cabin with a
sod roof for them. He filed for a homestead in 1900 on the west side of Centennial Street. It extended to where
the Golf Course is now.
The first Loiselle sawmill was at Lower Camp. Cut timber was rafted down the outlet creek to Burnt Lake, the Red
Deer River, and Red Deer. The sawmill was moved two miles west of the town site on 2nd Point.
The Loiselle’s left Sylvan Lake in 1902 and moved to Red Deer, after their daughter was killed in a sawmill
accident. When they returned in 1905 they acquired a lot and built Antler Lodge on the east side of Centennial
Street. Mrs. Loiselle initially ran it, before turning it over to her daughter Claire after she married Ogden
Wilkinson in 1913. A few years later it became the location of the Sylvan Lake telephone switchboard, which
Claire operated. Their grandson, Ken Wilkinson, became the longstanding Mayor of Sylvan Lake.
The first Sylvan Lake Hotel was built in 1905 by the Loiselle’s. It served as the first Post Office.
The Loiselle’s donated the land for the first Catholic Church and cemetery. Mrs. Loiselle died at age 78 in 1930
and Mr. Loiselle at age 81 in 1932.
The postcard was made in Germany before WWI and published by the Sylvan Lake Trading Company.

8

Sylvan Lake – A Postcard Perspective

2-3 Sylvan Lake. circa 1912. Postmarked August 19, 1913.
This card highlights an April 1912 built pier to service the original Sylvan Lake Hotel, which is not in the picture.
The pier was built by making holes through the spring ice and pounding in the pilings. The new barn has been
built next to the Alexander Hotel. A white roofed building on the left shoreline is unidentified. It may be a
boathouse.
The pile of rocks at the beginning of the pier were probably pulled out from the lake to make swimming easier.
There is a dog on the pier together with a lady. Four people are in the oar boat. Behind them is a pleasure boat
with several more people standing in it.

2-4 Sylvan Lake, circa 1911. Postmarked July 11, 1913.
This east looking postcard of Lakeshore Drive looks past Centennial Street. There is a white cottage in the
distance. It may be the Rusticana cabin of the GW Greene’s.
The poles in front of the buildings may have been telephone poles bringing the line from the Centerville-Burnt
Lake exchange south of town, to the Sylvan Lake and Alexander Hotels. The roof of the two storey Sylvan Lake
Hotel is visible in the distance, along with two General Stores, a stable and two cottages. The road continued
westward to Alexander’s son, Louis Loiselle’s homestead. It was located where Camp Kasota now is.
The postcard was printed in Great Britain for the Sylvan Lake Trading Company, as #6147.
Chapter 2: The Village and Town of Sylvan Lake
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2-5 Sylvan Lake. circa 1912.
This unused postcard enlarges and highlights the buildings on Lakeshore Drive west of Centennial Street. In the
foreground is Heenan’s General Store. It was originally built by Charles Archambault in 1907 as a grocery store,
and contained the relocated Post Office. The Heenan brothers bought it in 1912.
There are two cottages beyond Heenan’s Store, followed by a feeding stable, C.J. Rutter’s General Store, and then
the Rutter’s newly purchased and enlarged two storey Sylvan Lake Hotel.
The postcard was sent to an address in Idaho. The sender noted it had taken them 4 days to get to Sylvan Lake,
was 2-3°F below, and Post Office deliveries were once a week.

2-6 Sylvan Lake. circa 1921. Postmarked August 15, 1925.
This George Fleming postcard, as identified by the “G.E.F.” initials in the lower left, features 46th Street (originally
2nd Street East). The Stone House on the right was built in 1913 by Lucky Locquet. It had varnished floors and
rooms for rent. The building still exists. It was remodeled in the 1990s and is now a commercial building.
The white clapboard building in the middle is the second Dingwall Rooming House. The first one was built in
1917. Both were operated by Mrs. Dingwall. She was an “ample,” hospitable lady. Many people stayed at
Dingwall’s over the years. It had a outhouse out back, as did all accommodations in the town. To the left of it is
the Toye Store.
10
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2-7 Sylvan Lake. circa 1921. Postmarked August 19, 1925.
The W.T. Toye General Store and Dingwall’s Rooming House are highlighted in this 46th Street postcard. It is the
reverse view of (2-6).
James Dingwall arrived April 17, 1917 with his wife and two children. He built his home two doors from the
stone house. Joe Rosse operated a store in the front of Dingwall’s. In 1919 Rosse built his own store, as seen
here, and later sold it to the Toyes.
The original Dingwall house was destroyed by a gas lamp fire in 1921. It was rebuilt that year with the covered
2nd floor veranda. The Dingwall’s had a large garden and often fed free meals during the Depression to people
who couldn’t afford them. Their tenants included many bank employees, school teachers and summer visitors.
The Dingwall’s house still exists (2014).
In what became a national scandal, prominent resident Willard E. Falkner was stabbed to death by transient W.E.
Hansen on November 20, 1923, in the house between Dingwall’s and the Stone House.

2-8 Sylvan Lake. Early 1920s. Postmarked August 3, 1925.
The Dingwall Rooming House appears again in the middle of this 46th Street postcard. Toye’s Store is behind the
trees on to the left of Dingwall’s. The cottage on the far left was replaced by the Varsity Dance hall site in
1929/1930. The building on the right later became a Roller Drome.
Chapter 2: The Village and Town of Sylvan Lake

11

2-9 Sylvan Lake. Postmarked July 23, 1926.
The W.T. Toye General Store was located on 46th Street. It was purchased from the Rosse’s in 1922. The Post
Office was located in it. The Welcome sign on the right is the entrance to the Dingwall’s Rooming House, next
door.
Mr. Toye died in 1928. The next year Mrs. Toye sold the store and moved the Post Office to Centennial Street and
served as postmistress until 1950. The mail came from the Railway Station to the Post Office and was transported
there by drays. If a resident was late mailing a letter, they could deliver it straight to the baggage man at the
Railway Station. By 1925 there were 14-16 trains per day heading for Nordegg, mainly to load coal.
The photo was taken and published by Red Deer photographer, George Fleming.

2-10 Sylvan Lake. circa 1939.
The Antler Lodge and Cabins were located on Centennial Street, across from the Uptown Theatre. The Lodge was
built in Red Deer and moved to Sylvan Lake c1905 by Alexander Loiselle (See 2-2). Initially the lodge was a
boarding house. Later the cabins were built alongside and behind it. The telephone exchange was located in the
“Lodge.”
12
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2-11 Sylvan Lake. circa 1921. Postmarked August 5, 1927. The first Sylvan Dell School District was
organized on September 30, 1911. The school site was selected on February 19, 1912, 2 kilometers south of the
Sylvan Lake Hotel on Centennial Street. The cost was $800 for the lot, school and furnishings. It opened on
September 23, 1912. Harriet Smith of Saint John, New Brunswick was the first teacher. There were 27 students in
the first class, called together by the school bell. The Dell School was renamed the Sylvan Lake School on May
11, 1915. The original 1-room school was sold in 1924 and moved across Centennial Street to become the
Creamery. Creamery Manager Palmer won the Dominion Award for the best butter in Canada in 1931.
A new 2-room school, as seen here, was built on the 21 acre site and opened in 1921. A 3rd room was added by
1930. The school was moved to Railway Avenue and became the Town Office in 1962.
School Fairs were a popular event. The first one in 1922 saw 9 schools participate. Students submitted 1408
exhibits. At the 1926 fair there were 74 different awards in 9 categories covering flowers, garden produce,
animals, cooking, clothing/sewing, industrial arts, writing and composition, science, and more.
The school population reached 112 in September 1929. H.J. Cody, after whom the current high school is named,
arrived in 1935 and taught until 1971.

2-12 Sylvan Lake. circa 1930. The Imperial Bank was located on the corner of Centennial Street and Railway
Avenue. It opened in January 1919 as a sub-branch of Red Deer. J.C. Horton became the Manager in March. The
original bank was moved next door to make space for the new branch, which opened on November 13, 1929. The
new bank is highlighted in this RPPC. The car on the left suggests the picture was taken about 1930.
Chapter 2: The Village and Town of Sylvan Lake
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2-13 Sylvan Lake. circa 1948.
W.D. Trimble’s collage of Sylvan Lake photographs, includes the Jackson Block on Centennial Street with the
bakery, and the 1931 built Lakeshore Cinema next door. Renamed the Uptown Theatre (1933), it was operated
until 1967 by the Watkiss family. The Sylvan Lake Hotel, Untinen’s Garage – the “Farm Equipment Store,” the
Imperial Bank and a lakeshore scene complete the collage.
The theatre would advertise its summer programs by listing all the films it planned to show. It only ran shows on
Friday and Saturday nights. The promo postcard was annotated “please do not all wait until Saturday night” on
the back. The bakery next door became the “Elite” coffee shop in the early 1940s.
The Untinen’s were Finnish. Joe and Casper Untinen came to Sylvan Lake in 1927. That year, Joe Untinen started
the Sylvan Lake Improvement Association which was active in promoting the resort town. Untinen was also
noted for responding to search and rescues on the lake, saving a number of lives.
The second Untinen garage was built on the original Sylvan Lake hotel site on the corner of Centennial Street
and Lakeshore Drive in 1930. The busy garage was an oil and gas outlet, a car dealership, and sold John Deere
equipment. It burned down in September 1935 and was rebuilt immediately at a cost of $10,000.

14
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Chapter 3

Centennial Street and Lakeshore Drive

3-1 Centennial Street. Pre 1913. Postmarked October 19, 1916.
This early photograph of the north end of Centennial Street shows many well dressed citizens assembled for a
notable occasion.
The occasion may be Dominion Day or the first Regatta, as there were decorated poles framed over the end of
the road. The first Centennial Street pier was built in 1913, and does not appear in the photo.
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3-2 Centennial Street. circa 1922-23. Jamieson’s Hardware is followed down the west side of Centennial
Street by the British American Oil Company, Duffields Butchery, one unidentified store, Ralston’s Drugs, Heenan
Brother’s Grocery Store, a Barber Shop and the junction with 50A Street. On the right is the first (1919) Imperial
Bank building. The ratio of horse drawn wagons to cars is 3:2, a reflection of the prosperity of the times.
The Centerville telephone system was expanded to Sylvan Lake in 1911. The single pole next to the telephone
pole is probably a power pole from the Jamieson’s Delco Power generation system. In 1920 it served the
Presbyterian Church, the Municipal Offices and the Imperial Bank. Power was extended to the Sylvan Lake Hotel
in 1925. None of the buildings in the Centennial Street photo (1-1) appear to have survived.

3-3 Centennial Street. circa 1924. The buildings on the left appear much as they did in the (3-2) postcard.
There are at least 8 cars and only one horse drawn wagon. Telephone poles still extend down to Lakeshore Drive.
The Jamieson power poles are still in use. Several of the stores, including the Imperial Bank, have improved
signage. The Jamieson Store now has a tie-up for horses.
The permanent population of Sylvan Lake in 1926 was approximately 300, with 28 business and a rural farming
catchment area of 1000.
This photo is noted on the back to have been taken by Anna Jaminette, a longstanding resident. She taught
herself photography. In her later years she was a reporter for the Sylvan Lake News, the Red Deer Advocate,
Calgary Herald and Edmonton Journal. Anna passed away in 1971. Her husband was the CNR Station Master
when the Jaminette’s arrived in Sylvan Lake in 1924.
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3-4 Centennial Street. 1928.
This Regatta Day photo by George Fleming captures the self-propelled parade float, built and owned by
Commodore H. Jamieson. It was sponsored by the Sylvan Lake Business Men’s Association and depicts the Maple
Leaf launch. The Ad reads, “Sylvan Lake – the beauty spot of Alberta – Sylvan Lake Regatta July 29th.” The date
would have to be repainted each year. The float flew the Red Ensign and entered parades from 1925 to 1930,
including several Calgary Stampede parades. The building behind the float may be A.F. Cobb’s grocery store.

3-5 Lakeshore Drive. circa 1929.
Lakeshore Drive is highlighted in this George Fleming postcard. The card is labeled #7 likely from a series
created by Fleming.
The picture is taken with the Sylvan Lake Hotel out of sight on the right, and the lake on the left. In the distance,
the log restaurant named “The Grill” may be seen. On a popular day in the 1920s and 1930s, cars lined
Lakeshore Drive for 2 kilometers from the downtown to Lower Camp.
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3-6 Lakeshore Drive. circa 1929. Postmarked July 23, 1930.
In this Lakeshore Drive photo everyone is hurrying to the lake, except the Policeman who is heading the other
way. Fortunately no cars were coming as the photographer must be standing near the middle of the road, perhaps
getting instructions from the Policeman.

3-7 Centennial Street. Early 1930s.
This Centennial Street, south looking postcard shows the Lakeshore/Uptown Theatre having been constructed.
The photo was taken from the roof of the second Sylvan Hotel. The full line of cars on both sides of the street
suggest it was a Regatta weekend, as does the RCMP Officer in his Red serge. In the upper right is the Catholic
Church. Far to the south on Centennial Street is the school. The telephone poles have been moved to the east
side of Centennial Street and now carry both power and telephone wires. There were bowling lanes in the long
building next to the theatre.
18
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3-8 Centennial Street. Early 1930s.
It is Parade Day again and quite warm as no one is wearing overcoats and the ladies are dressed up.
The postcard shows very little change from (3-7) except the cars might be one year newer.
Cars were structurally stronger than today, as a number of parade watchers are sitting on the car tops. The corner
of the 1930-1935 Untinen garage is visible in the lower right.

3-9 Centennial Street. circa 1932-34.
Although it is during the Depression, Centennial Street appears busy. The Elks Club Carnival Parades began in
1932. The carnival expanded to two days in 1934. In this parade the truck carried the Tip Top Tailor Brass Band.
The ladies standing on the rumble seat were well dressed. The Elks Club met from 1931-1940.
The buildings on the east side of Centennial Street (LtoR) start with the open balconied Sylvan Lake Hotel, its
annex, the Club Café, the Massey Harris office, the Magnet Store and the Tea Room.
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3-10 Centennial Street. circa 1938.
In this photo the Centennial Street parade is heading north. It was a cooler day as the audience on both sides of
streets are much more warmly dressed. The 1929 built Imperial Bank appears on the far right. The large building
north of it is the A.F. Cobb Grocery Store purchased in 1928 from the Community Co-Op. It burned down in
December 1938 and was replaced. The telephone lines run down the east side of Centennial Street.

3-11 Centennial Street. circa 1939. Post marked July 23, 1945.
Centennial Street was busy. The buildings on the right are similar to (3-8). The corner of Untinen’s new (1935)
garage is visible on the right.
On the left there is a Cockshutt dealership, then the Tip Top Cafe, and the Massey Harris dealership office. On
the right is a jeweler, the Sylvan Lake News, a café and the Theatre complex.
The postcard is No.10 in the Sylvan Lake, Alta series.
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3-12 Centennial Street. circa 1948. Post marked July 23, 1954.
Although dated c1948, the stores have changed little from the 1930s.
The cars are post WWII.
Below the Charlie’s Place sign on the right, is a Buckingham cigarette sign. A Sweet Caporal cigarette sign is on
the other side of the street. At the railway crossing in the distance there is a pole with crossed arms and no lights.
There was not much gravel on Centennial Street, in this photogelatine postcard.

3-13 Centennial Street. circa 1953.
Sylvan Lake is having a busy day again. Few buildings are changed from (3-11). The Club Café remains across
the alley from the hotel annex, and is still going. Several ownerships on the right have changed.
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3-14
Centennial
Street. circa
1956. Post
marked
October 1,
1957.
Utility poles
now exist on
both sides of the
street. The BA
Station has been
replaced by
Wilkinson’s
White Rose
Outlet. It has
parking space to
fill gas tanks
from its single
gas pump,
where the
horses formerly
tethered.

3-15 Centennial Street. circa 1935. This photo of the north end of Centennial Street is marked as taken at
10:00 p.m., which would mean it was probably taken in the middle of June, near the summer solstice. The
miniature aeroplane ride on the beach dates it to 1934 or later, when Joe McCluskey started the rides. Cars date
it to the mid 1930s.
The pier has been upgraded. There is a scuttled canoe under the pier and a boat anchored near the shore. The
beach is widening also suggesting the photo was taken in the mid 1930s.
The large prominent building in the center right is the Alexander Pavilion later on known as the Prom dance hall.
It was built in 1925 on Loiselle land and was operated by his daughter Della and her husband, Henry Hussfeldt.
The Pavilion had a tea room on the east (L) end. The hall was doubled in size in the fall of 1931. Cabins on the
site (R) could be rented. Concerts and public gatherings were held in the hall including New Year’s Eve frolics,
live theatre shows, political meetings, and pre1931 picture shows. The school was closed for the farm machinery
shows in the Pavilion, sponsored by Untinen’s Lakeview Garage. The “Old Maid’s Convention,” was performed in
the Pavilion on May 8, 1928. All the bachelors living in Sylvan Lake were invited. Jitney dances to the “Silver
Tone Seven” were another feature.
Someone tried to burn the Pavilion down on July 10, 1930. Four weeks later on August 6, 1930 four sticks of
dynamite were thrown into the hall, but it survived. The Pavilion was destroyed by fire in 1959.
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Chapter 4

The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel
The original Sylvan Lake Hotel, later named the Hazelwood Hotel burned down in 1926, a year after the
Calgary Brewing and Malting Company purchased it. The Company decided to purchase the Alamo Hotel
in Suffield near Medicine Hat and move it to Sylvan Lake during the winter of 1927/28.
The Alamo Hotel was built by three American partners. Tiny Philip was a gas well supervisor. Fristy Millar
was a driller for 8 years in Mexico and designed it. A.M. Grace worked for the English based Southern
Alberta Land Company and raised the funds to build it. The Alamo opened in 1910 and was deemed “the
most beautiful hotel from Winnipeg to Calgary.” Competition arrived at the same time as two more hotels
were built.
A description of the Alamo Hotel survives. It was three stories high with a pink exterior. There were
“lavish” rooms on the main floor and 17 more on the 2nd floor including two suites and a drawing room.
The rooms were said to have beautiful interiors with blinds, felt mattresses and eiderdown comforters.
The 40 foot stand up bar was made of mahogany. There was oak furniture throughout, with maple floors
and brown and green carpeting. The dining room had a Turkish red carpet. The hotel used plain silverware
with the Alamo stamp on it. The hotel’s original cost was $30,000. The rotunda had a wood burning
fireplace. There was hot and cold water, lace curtains, and fire alarms in each room.
People would come from Medicine Hat to Suffield just for Sunday dinner. It was busy, in fact so busy you
needed a reservation. The opening event, organized by the Ladies Aid, on October 20, 1910 was attended
by 100. The funds raised were given to a school that was being built by public subscription.
The pre-war drought was followed by prohibition in 1915. With little tourism to support it, the Alamo was
sold and remained empty until 1926, when Calgary Brewing purchased and moved it.
Jim Stevenson was the Calgary architect that supervised the move. It was done through the winter as the
ground was frozen. Hauling the hotel took 16 horses and several tractors that inched their way over
heavy rollers and skids covering the 475 kilometers to Sylvan Lake. The hotel crossed to the north side
of the Red Deer River at Empress, to avoid the steep banks.
The Hotel was officially opened on July 12, 1928; the same day as the head of the Conservative Party,
R.B. Bennett, cut the ribbon and opened the new “Woman’s Institute” (WI) pier. The Hotel became the
social hub of the community. The Curling Club held their New Years Eve frolic in the hotel. Church
suppers, banquets, wedding receptions, teas, bridge luncheons, and Red Cross blood drives were all
held there.
After the move to Sylvan Lake, the exterior was painted pale yellow, later changed to off-white, and still
later to vivid yellow with a candy apple trim. The dining room operated 6 days/week. Amy Cull prepared
all the food for meals. She had nicknames for all the “regulars.” Salesmen enjoyed coming into her kitchen
to tell her the latest jokes as they did their business.
In 1962 Provincial liquor laws forced the divesture of hotels from Brewing Companies. By selling the hotel
Calgary Brewing could continue to sell their beer there.
On January 29, 2002 the Hotel was demolished.
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4-1 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. circa 1910.
This card pictures the Alamo in Suffield Alberta before it was moved on skids and rollers to Sylvan Lake to
become the second Sylvan Lake Hotel.

4-2 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. circa 1928.
”The New Hotel” appears with no rear annex or covered verandah on the 2nd floor. The building on the far right
is not identified, but may be the Tip Top Café or Untinen’s first garage.
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4-3 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. circa 1930. Postmarked July 11, 1931.
The main floor front extension has been closed in. The second story verandah is still open. A cottage or rooming
house is located east of the Hotel. Telephone poles abound.
This postcard was published by the BC Printing and Litho Ltd. of Vancouver, and numbered #7678.

4-4 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. in the 1930s.
The postcard is No.18 from Sylvan Lake Series. There was no cover over the verandah yet, but the annex with
two entranceways has been added to the Hotel and bar. The cars in the foreground were cropped in subsequent
editions of this postcard. The cut away open air coupe was carrying milk cans in the back.

Chapter 4: The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel

25

4-5 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. circa 1947.
This eastward looking postcard shows the new bar annex and the now enclosed second storey verandah. Across
the alley behind the Hotel is the old Club Café, now Henry’s Coffee Shop.

4-6 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. Postmarked July 10, 1947.
The poplar tree growing next to the telephone pole in the front of the hotel did not last very long. It grew too fast.
There is a catoneaster hedge on the north side of the Hotel, adding to the landscape, in this Hendricks Brothers
postcard numbered 24. Only 4 of the series are known to exist.
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4-7 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. circa 1948.
The sign says “Licensed” but there was no name anywhere on the Hotel. On the lake, the pier has a cross pier
joining the east and west sections.
The serrated edge style of the postcard dates it to the 1940s or 1950s. The cars date it to c1948.

4-8 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. circa 1948.
This postcard was published by the Photogelatine Engravers Co. Ltd. as #18 in the same series as (3-12). The
poplar tree is now higher than the Hotel.
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4-9 The Second Sylvan Lake Hotel. Postmarked 1954.
There has been some redesigning and renovating of the entranceways. New sidewalks surround the Hotel and
extend along Lakeshore Drive. The roads remain graveled.
The Hotel has been painted pink and cream and a new roof trim has been added to the bar annex.
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Chapter 5

Sylvan Lake Boat Houses
The first reference to a boathouse in Sylvan Lake is in 1904, when one was built on Lakeshore Drive by
Red Deer lawyer, G.W. Greene. The Greene’s also built the first cabin nearby. It was called Rusticana and
was located on the corner of Crescent Street East and Lakeshore Drive.
In 1907 Mrs. G.W. Greene circulated a petition to have the name of the lake changed from Snake Lake
to Sylvan Lake. It was successful.
By 1909 there were “good” boats and bathing suits being rented and/or sold through the Greene and
Payne boathouse. The preferred boat brand was a white one which sold with oars for $20.
In 1910 the Red Deer News noted that Mr. Greene’s new launch “promises to be a clipper.” The pre-war
activity level continued to increase. By August 1911, the Red Deer News recorded all the Greene and
Payne boats were busy. Next year a dozen steel boats were added to the rental fleet, and the Red Deer
Advocate noted that Greene and Payne had built a new boathouse. “It goes out further into the lake.” Ice
took out what pier there was along with the boathouse in April 1913. No known postcards exist of the
Greene and Payne Boat Houses.
In 1913 Joe McCluskey purchased the boathouse site and rebuilt the boathouse. He rented boats for
fishing and for pleasure as his predecessors had done. Joe operated a motor launch as well, going around
the lake and charging for it. McCluskey organized the reconstruction of the pier which took from May
30-June 20, 1913 to build. It was paid for by the citizens of the 1913 incorporated town, and the Board
of Trade. The more substantial pier meant you could tie your boat up to it. It was wide enough to hold
4-5 people abreast.
Little has been documented about the boathouse, boats and boating on Sylvan Lake during the WWI
years. Farquar McCrimmon, who came to Sylvan Lake in 1912 and married Lillian Dingwall, acquired
and operated the boathouse in the 1920s. The McCluskey/McCrimmon boathouse can be seen in the
distance in the early panoramic postcards. McCrimmon moved to Calgary, after selling the boathouse to
Mr. Harrison, who then sold it to Mr. Wilson, and then W.F. Jennejohn. Jennejohn had built and brought
the passenger boat the Maple Leaf to Sylvan Lake about 1920.
In 1926 J.P. Simpson acquired the boathouse and replaced it with a newer and larger one. It contained
a concession booth that rented surf boards, paddle boards, and outboards, as well as canoes and bathing
suits. A boat cost 50¢ for the first hour and 25¢ for each additional hour or $2 for the day. There were up
to 50 boats for rent. In 1929/30 Simpson built the Varsity Dance Hall.
Both buildings remained in use until 1979, when the Simpson Boat House was dismantled, and the last
dance was held in Varsity Hall.
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5-1 Sylvan Lake Boat House. circa 1926.
The water level is high, right up to the south end of the new boathouse. The pier is the pre1928 one. It is an
evening setting as there are lights along the pier and they are on.
All the boats are being rowed with oars. One has a canoe tailing along.

5-2 Sylvan Lake Boat House. circa 1926-1928.
This postcard shows the high diving board on the left and many people on the McCluskey pier. To the right in the
water is a tall wooden slide.
The “Sylvan Lake, Alta” subscript style is the same as (5-1).
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5-3 Sylvan Lake Boat House. Published 1928. Postmarked 1928.
This frontal view of the south face of the Boat House also shows an entranceway or gate to the pier on the left
side. The gateway was built for the opening of the Women’s Institute (WI) pier in 1928.
There is an upstairs to the Boat House. It was probably for storage. The concession on the south side was for
renting water craft and selling sweets, ice cream, soda, etc.

5-4 Sylvan Lake Boat House. Post 1928. Postmarked September 7, 1931.
This postcard scene was taken near the end of the WI pier, looking south toward the 1926 built Boat House. It is
a hot sunny day as confirmed by the umbrellas. Pier walkers outnumber swimmers about 10:1. There are many
cars parked on the south side of Lakeshore Drive. They consist mostly of Model A’s and Motel T’s. The reason for
tilting the camera is unclear.
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5-5 Sylvan Lake Boat House. Post 1928. Postmarked July 25, 1931.
This post1928 postcard shows a busy water and pier scene, including two people enjoying the rumble seat in the
coupe on the right.

5-6 Sylvan Lake Boat House. Post 1928. Postmarked July 15, 1932.
This is another busy day at Sylvan Lake. The 1928 built WI pier can be seen with throngs of people on it. There is
no cross pier to connect it with the Centennial Street pier. The pier seems to have an arm to the (R) which would
allow boats, like the Maple Leaf, to dock at it. A diving board is out in the lake. The beach does go out a short
distance beyond the Boat House.
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5-7 Sylvan Lake Boat House. Post 1928. Postmarked September 22, 1932.
The new wide WI Pier is busy again in this postcard taken in the Depression. The sandy beach goes out well
beyond the Boat House. Putting on those full length swim suits to go for another swim, when they were still wet
and cold from the last one, was always a temporary torture.

5-8 Sylvan Lake Boat House. 1930s.
The sun highlighted cross-braced substructure pattern of the WI pier is striking. There is a group of well dressed
visitors on the pier, perhaps posing for the photographer. The lake is lower yet as the beach extends out twice the
distance of the boathouse.
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5-9 Sylvan Lake Boat House. circa 1934.
The Centennial Street pier is in the foreground and the WI pier and Boat House are in the background. The
Centennial Street pier is a much narrower and is less substantial than the WI pier. Cars were allowed on the
beach from the late 1920s, through the 1930s. By then the beach extended out more than 1½ times the length of
the Boat House. There are a few picnickers in the foreground. To the left of the Boat House is a set of swings.

5-10 Sylvan Lake Boat House. Published 1938.
This Weston photo marked 1938 suggests there is construction going on at the north end of the pier. The photo
was taken from about the angle of the Golf Course site probably with a telephoto lens. C.A. Weston was a Red
Deer Druggist who moved back to Sylvan Lake in 1936. His father had come to the district in 1896.
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5-11 Sylvan Lake Boat House. circa 1949. Postmarked July 4, 1955.
Adie (Adolph) Kanten’s popcorn stand is seen to the left of the Boat House. This popular concession operated
from 1937-1957. It was on rollers and could be moved. Adie went on to operate a Furniture and Novelties store
from 1948 to 1974, and was involved on town council, and in the Chamber of Commerce and the Gospel
Chapel.

5-12 Sylvan Lake Boat House. circa 1955. Postmarked in 1957.
Little beach is left. The popcorn stand is present on the right. The cars suggest it dates from 1955. The photo was
taken from the upper floor of the Hotel. The Boat House was dismantled in 1979, the same year the last dance
was held at Varsity Hall.
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Chapter 6

Regattas and Piers
Regattas
By 1906 Messrs Greene & Payne had built a boathouse and could rent up to 20 boats at a time. A year
later on August 14, 1907 there was a picnic which included one swimming race. It was won by Miss F.
Fulmer, who received the first prize of $3.
A year later, on July 15, 1908 the “now annual” picnic included one boat race along with numerous
land events. A week later on July 24th there were more sporting activities and competitions including a
tug-o-war and one boat race, for which the 1st prize was a box of cigars. On August 12, 1908, a “Regatta”
was held that included 5 boat races, 3 canoe races, 2 swim races and a tub race. In the fishing derby, the
largest fish caught was 13 pounds and 4 foot long.
Regatta attendance was augmented by the arrival of the Canadian Northern railway in 1912, and the
Canadian Pacific Railway (originally known as the Alberta Central Railway) in 1914. Both ran excursion
trains from Red Deer to Sylvan Lake at a cost of 64¢ for the return trip.
By 1913 the summer event had become the “official annual two day Regatta,” hosted by the Board of
Trade of the new town of Sylvan Lake. That year the Jarvis girls won the boat competition in a steel boat.
They also won the junior skulls. The expanded list of activities included tennis competitions, a banquet
and a dance. In 1914 the Jarvis girls won their favorite events again, in the last Regatta held before the
war.
Four days after WWI was declared on August 4th, Sylvan Lake was advertised “to become the foremost
resort town in Western Canada – with rail services three times/week.”
Regattas resumed in 1920. That year there were 2500-3000 picnic visitors, with many arriving on the
excursion train. By 1925 the Regatta included a 7 float parade. More frequent rail service didn’t happen
until the 1920s.
The Regatta received national prominence when the Provincial Wrigley Swim Competition was approved
for Sylvan Lake. On July 4, 1930 the first Wrigley one mile swim was held. The winner received a blue
ribbon. By 1934 there were 4 Wrigley events: the 1 mile swim, ½ mile swim, and ¼ mile events for boys
and girls. There were also canoe, boat and novelty races. Swimmers from the Edmonton West End Club
won the Wrigley race for the first four years. The best mile time was 26 minutes, 12 seconds. In 1934,
only 3 of 10 contestants finished the mile swim because of the cold water.
Despite the Depression, Sylvan Lake was reported to have a permanent population of 600-700, a summer
visitorship of 4,000, which would swell to 8,000 on Gala weekends and 15,000 on the Wrigley weekend.
Annual Regattas continued although there were good years and bad years, depending on the weather.
The Regattas petered out in the 1950s before being reinstituted in 1959. The mile long swim was still the
highlight. In 1962 the Regatta was extending to 3 days. The RCAF Red Hornets, and a year later the
Golden Hawks performed for it. Decorated boat parades returned. The event came to an abrupt halt in
1964 after being hampered by bad weather for 3 years in a row.
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Piers
The first pier seen on a postcard was the one built for the first Sylvan Lake Hotel in 1912. It was about
50 feet long.
Before WWI there was a short pier built out from the Greene and Payne Boat House by the owners. Both
their boathouse and pier were destroyed by ice on April 20, 1913. Joe McCluskey took over the Boathouse
concession and built a new boathouse. The Sylvan Lake Board of Trade rebuilt the pier. Both were
completed in June. Apparently the pier was unstable when fully loaded with visitors.
A number of postcards show the pier pilings extending beyond the pier. They were used to tether the
canoes, row boats and sail boats that were for rent.
There was a newspaper report in the spring of 1914 that Alexander Loiselle planned to extend the
Centennial Street pier out into the lake.
In 1920 a new pier was built out from the Boat House by the Sylvan citizenry. At the Regatta that year
$1000 in prizes were offered by the Board of Trade. Four years later at the August 24, 1924 Regatta there
was a net profit of $143. The next year, with good weather, one restaurant generated $2,000 during the
Regatta weekend, with visitors coming in hundreds of cars and on the excursion trains.
In 1928 the Woman’s Institute secured Federal Government Department of Transport (DOT) assistance to
build a well-supported pier. The ribbon cutting on July 12th, was performed by the Conservative leader
and future Prime Minister R.B. Bennett (see 6-2). The program started with a luncheon at Dingwall’s
Rooming House. A bagpiper piped the party over to the pier for the ceremony at 4:35 pm. Mrs. Dingwall,
the WI President, and Mr. Bennett spoke. The WI added a dock at the end of the pier which was lifted
each winter for the first couple of years.
By 1931 a cross pier (wharf) connected the Centennial Street and Boat House piers. It soon had bleachers
attached to it for Regatta spectators to watch the competitions, which usually took place between the two
piers.
In 1935 the Dominion Government called for tenders to upgrade the Centennial Street pier and build a
rock filled extension or breakwater to protect it. It was built in 1938 and was 500’ long, attached to a 400’
breakwater pier at the end, that extended north-eastward. It was designed to protect the two piers in the
spring from wind-driven ice. Angled timbers were driven into the sand on the north side to push the ice
up and over the pier. The design worked for many years. The cross pier was rebuilt in 1939 and paid for
by the town. Lights were added for evening walks. A gate was constructed on the Centennial Street pier
to charge visitors who wanted to watch the Wrigley Swims.
After the war a daytime lifeguard was hired. It was a prize job.
The breakwater pier sustained major ice damage in 1940, 1947 and 1951. After 1951 the damage was
not repaired by the DOT. In 1958 the WI pier was deemed beyond repair and was removed.
In 1971 the Centennial Street pier was removed. In 1976 a “land filled pier“ was built. It had a cement
wall that extended out into the lake, and was filled with sand and clay in 1977. It cost $150,000, paid
for by the Provincial and Federal Governments.
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6-1 Piers. Pre 1928.
The pre1928, narrow “McCluskey” pier extends
out from the Boat House. It ended with a dock at
the end for the Maple Leaf. When the pier was
crowded there was little room to pass. That must
have led to a number of people falling in, as kids in
a hurry pushed visitors off the pier, much to the
amusement of the bystanders.
The sand bar extends beyond the Boat House.
Canoes were propped up on it. Surprisingly the
owner’s didn’t seem to mind the canoes being used
as benches. In the distance there is a wooden slide
(L) and the Maple Leaf and a diving board (R).
The pre1928 pier was extended at least once. It’s
success can be measured by the almost 200 people
that are standing on it.

6-2 Piers. Published July 12, 1928.
Future Conservative Prime Minister R.B. Bennett
(1930-1935) from Calgary, cut the ribbon to open
the new Dominion (Women’s Institute or WI) pier
at 4:45 pm on July 12, 1928. The ceremony was
conducted in front of the rustic gate entranceway
to the pier. The gentleman on his right may be Mr.
A. Speakman, MP.
In his 1:30 luncheon speech Mr. Bennett said he
was overcome by the welcome. “You are a small
community but it is from the smaller communities
that we look to manhood and womanhood.” In the
years to come he hoped the ladies who had done
their jobs so well “would feel justly recompensed
for their efforts.”
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6-3 Piers. circa 1928. Postmarked July 20, 1930.
The WI pier is being enjoyed by many on a sunny day. The beach reaches close to the end of the boathouse
which is on piles in the water. The lady with the umbrella standing on the beached canoe is in a tipsy position. A
second canoe is being returned, but it won’t fit under the pier. In the lake there is a new metal slide, the old
wooden slide and a diving board.
The photo in this PPC is identical to that of another postcard except for the subscript “Sylvan Lake, Alta., #7675.”

6-4 Piers. circa 1928. Postmarked July 20, 1931.
The 1928 upgraded and widened WI pier has been completed.
The Maple Leaf with its unique bow, is docked. The line up under the canopy for a trip on the Maple Leaf, is
quite long. The motor launch was apparently lost in a summer fire, shortly after the Norell arrived in 1932.
There is no cross pier but there is a teeter-totter to the right. The water wheel has 3 kids playing on it. The photo
was probably taken from the diving board. It was taken twice, perhaps to better highlight the unfurled ensign
flag. Both photos were made into postcards.
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6-5 Piers. After 1928. Postmarked July 21, 1934.
This postcard (#126) shows the WI pier and the cross pier connecting it to the Centennial Street pier. What looks
to be the metal slide with many people on it, is located near the cross pier. There is a large group waiting for the
Norell or Maple Leaf. The beach now extends out well beyond the boathouse.

6-6 Piers. Early 1930s.
This postcard is from the early 30s, when cars were allowed on the beach. It highlights the two piers (WI,
Centennial Street) and the cross pier with no bleacher. The metal slide is present as is the large diving board and
something beyond the diving board, that maybe a boat, perhaps the Norell. What’s going on at the end of the
Centennial Street pier is not clear but there are many people and canoes there. The beached sail boat has a very
high single mast. In the foreground is the new miniature horse round-about pole.

40

Sylvan Lake – A Postcard Perspective

6-7 Piers. Postmarked 1933. In this photo the piers have a wide U-shape form to them, created by the crosspier. There is a diving board and slide, with even more people on the cross walk. The Norell is coming into dock.
The stamp indicates the postcard was sent c1933. The #125 confirms it is from a series, but no publisher is
identified on the back.

6-8 Piers. Post 1933. Postmarked July 31, 1937. The postcard shows the cross pier connected to the
Centennial Street pier, at its crook. The cross pier has two steps to it. There are many spectators on the lower step.
Perhaps it was a Regatta day. There is also a large platform to the west side of the Centennial Street pier, as well
as an extension of the pier beyond the cross pier. The platform may have been used for Regattas, as the lower
deck allowed diving from the pier at the level of the water. Sailors in three sail boats are watching the
proceedings.
At the eastern end (R) of the cross walk there is an extension to the Norell dock, which is not present in (6-9),
There is no canopy cover on the Centennial Street pier extension or the WI pier. There is a sail boat just beyond
the Norell dock, and a metal diving board beyond the cross pier. A teeter-totter exists in the protected bay. The
second structure in the bay is unidentified.
The aeroplane carousel in the lower left first appeared on the beach in 1934.
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6-9 Piers. Post 1933.
The aeroplane carousel in the foreground dates the photo to the 1934-38 period. It operated for about 4 years.
The postcard is very similar to (6-8). The cross pier connects with the Centennial Street pier beyond the crook.
The Norell is near the dock and is anchored for passengers to watch what is happening.
The diving board is busy with a long line of canoes and divers waiting to use it. There is a large triangular sheet
beyond the new Centennial Street pier canopy, which was part of a sail boat. The east and west extensions of the
cross pier are gone. There is a teeter-totter on the south side of the cross pier and a metal slide on the north side.
Many spectators are present. The pier additions suggest the photo was taken shortly after (6-8). The tree
silhouettes and beach lines are very similar to (6-8). Both the photos were taken from the Sylvan Lake Hotel.

6-10 Piers.
Post 1934.
The cross pier
section has two
steps. The lower
step was closer
to the water so
you could dive
from it or start a
race from it. No
bleacher is
present. The
Norell does not
have its
Vancouver
registration on
it.
The slide is the metal one. The photo was timed to catch a slider halfway down the slide. The slide was turned to
face north so it wouldn’t get so hot. The water wheel is still present and is being used. The beach extends halfway
to the cross pier.
The aeroplane carousel at the base of the Centennial Street pier, dates this photo to after 1933. The photo was
probably taken from out on the diving board.
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6-11 Piers. Mid 1930s.
This photo shows the aeroplane merry-go-round and cars on both sides of the Centennial Street pier. There is a
ticket booth at the beginning of the pier. The horse round-about is gone. There is a north facing bleacher of 6 or 7
tiers that has been built onto the cross pier. The Norell canopy can be seen. There is a small wooden structure in
the lake to the left side of the picture which is unidentified. The Centennial Street pier appears to be “crooked”.

6-12 Piers. Late circa 1938.
This postcard highlights the new wider Centennial Street pier, constructed in 1938 by the Federal government.
The Centennial Street pier has been straightened and a breakwater pier has been added. The multiple tiered
bleacher is in place. There are no signs of the horse round-abouts or aeroplane carousel, nor can the tops of cars
behind the subscript “pier” date it. The ‘box’ in (6-11) remains in the water west of the pier. The pleasure boat
coming in will dock at the Centennial pier extension.
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6-13 Piers. Post 1938. Postmarked July 23.
This is a confounding postcard. It has a 1¢ stamp on it that went out of print in 1924. Postcards cost 2¢ to mail
from 1927-1931. The cars in the picture are from the 1930s. The Boat House pier is clearly the WI pier which
didn’t exist until 1928. There is a bleacher attached to the cross pier. The Centennial Street pier breakwater
extension has been built (1938) and is wider, stronger, and straighter than the one in (6-12). A second copy, with
more salvage on the bottom, subscripted No.7 Sylvan Lake, was postmarked August 5, 1945. No aeroplane
carousel is present, although it came and went each summer.
The most likely answer to the confusion is that someone used an old stamp they had, sometime in the late
1930s.

6-14 Piers. Post 1938.
This is the “No.2” photo from the Sylvan Lake, Alta Series of 19 postcards. It shows the extended Centennial
Street pier and the breaker that parallels the cross-pier. There is no crook in the widened Centennial Street Pier.
The many level bleacher is present. The trees have grown since (6-8) and (6-9) and there is more beach.
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6-15 Piers. Late 1930s. Annotated on the back “1945.”
The “No.12” postcard from the Sylvan Lake, Alta Series was taken in the late 1930s. Two canopies cover the
piers. It is Regatta time as there are many spectators in the 6-7 level bleacher. The Alexander Pavillion, a cabin
covered boat, slide and boom are present.

6-16 Piers. Late 1930s. Postmarked August 7, 1949.
This is postcard “No 14” in the Sylvan Lake, Alta Series. The photo was likely taken from the breaker extension of
the Centennial Street pier. The high bleacher and substantial diving board are seen, but no slide. The cross pier is
two stepped. The Norell is “out to lunch.” A protective boom to prevent canoes and motor boats from
intersecting swimmers and divers is present. There is an interesting bubble (the head of a swimmer) in the water
in the lower right.
This photo was probably taken from the end of the breakwater at the same time as (6-15) and (6-17).
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6-17 Piers. Late 1930s. Postmarked July 28, 1943.
This is postcard “No 15” in the Sylvan Lake, Alta Series. The photo was probably taken from the Centennial
Street pier extension. It shows the Norell dock and canopy, and a cabin covered motor boat, with its 15 hp
outboard motor. The log boom is present. The photo may have been taken the same day as postcards (6-15) and
(6-16).
The sender wrote “summer long visiting bands almost every Sunday.”

6-18 Piers. circa 1946.
The cars suggest this photo was taken c1946. The Centennial Street pier is extended. The beach reaches halfway
to the cross pier.
There is also electrical power that extends out onto the pier, to provide evening lighting. The 6-7 tier bleacher is
present.
The photo was taken from the upstairs of the Alexander Pavillion.
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6-19 Piers. circa 1940.
This colored picture is #16 from a series of postcards covering many other Alberta communities. It shows the
breakwater and extended pier with the canopy cover, and the Norell.

6-20 Piers. Post WWII.
There are many people on the cross pier in this postcard, suggesting it was taken during a swim meet. A low 3-4
tier bleacher is present. A dock to start swimming races is in the lower right. Varsity Hall appears in the far left.
The canoe has no one in it – or they are ducking down for the photo.
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6-21 Piers. 1970s.
Another busy day at the Lake. This postcard shows the cross pier, and is probably from the 1970s. The WI pier
has been replaced. “Varsity Hall” is painted on its roof. Marks Electric is the Lakeshore Drive building in the
middle, with a garage on the right. The metal slide is still in use.
The postcard was distributed by local druggist C.R. Ritz.
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Chapter 7

Sail Boats and Motor Launchs

The first recorded sail boat on Sylvan Lake, belonged to Felix Armeneau, who brought a “ketch” (2 masted
sail boat) to the lake. He sailed it from 1904-1912.
In 1907 the June 12th Red Deer News described Carl Johnson’s “Australia” motor launch. It was powered
by an 8 horse power Fairbanks Morse engine.
On July 22, 1908 the News noted that Mr. Fulmer had a sailing boat, the “Janet K”, which toured paying
passengers and entertained visitors on the lake. The Fulmer boat operated at least until WWI. It carried
17, was 42 feet long, and was a ketch, too. It would sail to the end of the lake or take passengers out for
a picnic on 2nd point. There was also mention of an Archambault launch on the lake. A year later R.C.
Brumpton, a Red Deer druggist, had a new motor boat on the lake.
By May 1913, the Sylvan Lake Trading Company was said to have a 12 horse power motor boat, the
fastest on the lake. That year Joe McCluskey took over the boat concession, from which he rented boats
and other craft for fishing and paddling, etc.
No new activity was reported during WWI. After John Irving bought the Sea Cadet Camp site at 1st Point
in 1919, a pier was built for the camp, and the “Lady Victress” was acquired. It could carry about 30
passengers. Its years on the lake are not known.
About 1920 Mr. Jennejohn built his launch the Maple Leaf, and brought it to Sylvan Lake. It participated
in the 1923 Regatta. The boat was destroyed in a fire in 1932. Fortunately Jennejohn built the Norell that
year. It lasted until 1975.
The Lake has seen its share of house boats, Sea-Doo’s, river boats, jet power boats, even a winter snow
plane, to the excitement of owners, friends, visitors and well wishers on shore.

7-1 Sail Boats. Post 1904.
Armeneau’s Ketch (1904) was a prominent feature on the lake until the family moved to Saskatchewan to farm
c1912. This two-mast, square sheet sail boat is running with at least 15 well dressed passengers on board. The jib
is full of what wind there is, as the lake is calm. A prominent mural of the ketch can be seen on the corner of
Centennial Street and 50A Avenue.
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7-2 Sail Boats. Pre 1912.
This unique 2 in 1 postcard published by Lewis
Rice of Moose Jaw, is his second one (see 12-3). In
the top photo, the horse is bathing in the reeds in
the SW corner of the lake, where the lighthouse is
now located. Postcards with animals in the lake
were unusual. There were only two others (12-3,
12-6). Animals in or near the Lake were prohibited
after the 1930s.

This photo of the Armeneau boat dates the postcard
to pre 1912, when the family left Sylvan Lake. The
fluttering jib and the unmaned tiller suggest the five
occupants were standing and posing for the photo.
The top sections of the main sails are missing,
either because they weren’t mounted, or they had
been ripped and not replaced.

7-3 Sail Boats. Postmarked March 2, 1910.
Armeneau’s Ketch is seen sailing downwind, with
its jib down, pulling a canoe (or two) on a calm,
safe sailing day. As the sender said “in memory of
bygone days”.
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7-4 Sail Boats. circa 1913.
The single masted sail boat is tied up at the end of McCluskey’s pier. The pier is still being built.
Pilings for the rest of the 1913 built pier are in place. In the interim they served as moorings for oar boats and
canoes that could be rented and are seen out on the lake.

7-5 Sail Boats. Late 1930s. Postmarked 1946.
The single masted sail boat is running down wind. The two sailors were Latham Jense and Ken Penley. Penley
was the owner of Varsity Hall in the 1940s and 1950s.
The sail boat is starting out past the diving platform. A power boat has just turned direction perhaps for the
photo. The diving board is beyond the end of the pier. There is something unidentified behind the prow of the
sail boat.
There were at least two iterations of this postcard, as a subscript was added when it became “No 19” in the
Sylvan Lake, Alta series, reprinted in the late 1930s.
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7-6 Sail Boats. 1930s. Postal stamp 1942-1945.
The three lady sailors are enjoying “hiking out” in a nice cross wind.
This photo was reprinted as postcard No 9 in the Sylvan Lake series of postcards. The sender was recuperating
from breaking her right arm while biking. She was “having ideal weather-a nice sunburn-beer prn [as and when
necessary]-and enjoying life.”

7-7 Sail Boats. Post marked July 22, 1942.
The single masted sail boat is going downwind. Three passengers are aboard for the Sunday sail in a boat that
looks like a Dutchman. The name on the front is “Alpha.”
The sender said she had been “out in the sail boat.”
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7-8 Sail Boats. Postmarked August 15, 1949.
This sleek looking single masted sail boat, as captured in Hendricks Bros. postcard #20, is from from their Sylvan
Lake series which includes #22, 24, 26. In the photo there were 7 crew and a Captain on board.
The wide beach suggests a late 1930s or 1940s postcard.

7-9 Motor Launchs. 1920s.
This is the only postcard of the “Marguerite” passenger boat. There are at least 16 passengers aboard, plus the
Captain. No historical information on this boat has been found. Its shape, size and length are very similar to the
Maple Leaf (6-4). There are differences: the front window is curved, the awning is curved, a life boat is on top,
the Union Jack flies at the front and the front deck has no surf boards. Both had five posts holding up the awning.
This is the only known B. Hopp postcard of Sylvan Lake.
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7-10 Motor Launchs. circa 1926.
The Maple Leaf appears to be preparing to dock, with a well dressed passenger standing on the prow and several
passengers dangling their feet on the back. There are a number of balloons attached to its awning. The diving
board is full of spectators who aren’t diving.

7-11 Motor Launchs. 1919. Post marked August 1, 1922.
The Sea Cadet Camp boat, the “Lady Victress,” is docked at their camp on 1st Point. The Victress was similar in
size to the Marguerite and Maple Leaf, with 5 posts holding up the awning. The small rear flag on the boat is the
Ensign. The flag on the front of the boat is titled “Navy.” The long flag on the rear of the boat is unidentifiable.
There is a large contingent of cadets aboard, with a string of row boats to see them off.
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7-12 Motor Launchs. 1920s.
The Lady Victress is coming into dock at 1st Point, near the Sea Cadet Camp.

7-13 Motor Launchs. 1920s.
A close up of the Lady Victress, at the Sea Cadet Camp pier on 1st Point, shows there are about 15-20 cadets on
board. The flag on the long pole on the rear looks like a large Union Jack. The small row boat with 4 cadets is
flying the Union Jack. The flag on the bow is the same as in (7-10). The dock is shorter than (7-11).
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7-14 Power Boats. Postmarked 1952.
Power boats on Sylvan Lake didn’t go fast enough to pull a surf boarder until the 1950s.
This Hendricks Bros (# 26) postcard of a fly past was probably taken from the Centennial Street pier breakwater
extension.
It looks like the rope from the boat to the surf board has a knot in it. Maybe it splits to each side of the board.

7-15 Power Boats. circa 1950s.
This unused Meyers postcard was printed in Belgium. It may be a photo of the “Cobra,” which docked in one of
the two sheds over by the reeds in the background, where the Marina is now located. The writing on the larger
shed is not readable. The third structure may be a boat hoist.
The boat is not the Phantom which was a single seat power boat, the fastest on the lake in its time (1950s).
The cruise rates for both boats were 50¢, later increased to 75¢ a trip.
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Chapter 8

The Norell at Sylvan Lake
W.F. Jennejohn brought his homemade Maple Leaf from Vulcan to Sylvan Lake c1920, to provide pleasure
boat rides on the lake. It sailed the lake until 1932 when it was destroyed by fire. The fire occurred shortly
after the 2nd boat he built in Vulcan, the Norell, was brought to Sylvan Lake.
Jennejohn was a farmer whose hobby was building boats. When he brought the Norell to Sylvan Lake
on a specially built trailer, hundreds came to see it as it passed through Calgary. Jennejohn built a number
of boats in his life time. They were all tested as sea worthy on their first voyage. He viewed the Norell as
his best boat.
Jennejohn named the Norell after his children, Norman and Eleanor. Eleanor christened it on July 11,
1932. At the christening Mr. Weston of the Sylvan Lake Board of Trade spoke, as did Miss Graham on
behalf of the WI. The first ride was free.
The Norell was 38’ long with a 10’ beam. It had a 6-cylinder engine in it. The boat was painted red and
white with oak ribbing, to complement the blue frilled canopy. The capacity was 40-50 passengers.
Eventually it was put out of business by smaller and faster power boats. The Norell was beached in the
1970s where it sat for a number years, before it was destroyed by vandals, who set off an explosion in it
at 5:30 a.m. on September 3, 1975.
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8-1 Norell. Late 1930s. Postmarked July 20, 1946
The Norell is in dock. An excursion load of passengers has lined up for the next cruise. Fifty passengers appear
on board, which would make it full. There is a band seated on chairs on the platform at the back of the boat.
The Norell’s routine was to sound its horn at 1:00 o’clock each day, 15 minutes before the cruise. Cruises lasted
about 2 hours. There were also midnight cruises on weekends. The maximum speed was “high speed.” When
cruising a deep muffled noise was all that was heard, except for the passengers talking.
This postcard was reprinted several times. The first printing was in the late 1930s as “No 6” in the Sylvan Lake,
Alberta Series. The postcard continued to be sold into the 1970s.

8-2 Norell. Postmarked August 8, 1940.
The Norell is starting out on a cruise, after backing out of the dock. Where is the Captain? He may be wearing a
hat in the middle of the boat. There aren’t many passengers – perhaps 19.
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8-3 Norell. Postmarked August 2, 1935.
The Norell is returning with a full load of tourists. Its route went along the shore parallel to 1st and 2nd Points,
before returning the same way.
The small diving board or platform with 5 swimmers on it could be a docking hazard in the dark.

8-4 Norell. Postmarked July 27, 1942.
The Norell is flanked by 8 motor boats. Might this be the inaugural trip of the Norell in 1932, or its first spring
outing in subsequent years?
The motor boats have swooped in behind the Norell and are going faster than it is, and generating more noise.
The photo must have been pre-planned by the photographer. The angle of the photo is interesting as it is taken
well above the water. It might it be from the top of a diving board. There is no life jacket box on the top of the
awning.
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8-5 Norell. Postmarked July 26.
The Norell is returning to dock with another full load. The Port of Registration is now identified as Vancouver,
B.C. The bottom of the boat has been repainted. There is a life raft or box of life jackets on top of the awning
now, instead of passengers as in (8-3) and (8-4).
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Chapter 9

Recreation on the Lake

Sylvan Lake is 13.2 kilometers long, by 3.2 kilometers wide. Its deepest point is 18.3 meters making it
deeper than nearby Gull Lake. The longest sandy beach is at the south end and extends the full 2
kilometers from Centennial Street (west) to Lower Camp (east). Swimmers can go well out into the lake
before it “drops off.”
The lake is fed by several underground springs and a creek. The ice remains thinner above the springs,
creating a potential safety hazard. There is an outflow creek at the southeast end which flows into Burnt
Lake and in turn into the Red Deer River.
One of the appeals of the lake was that there were very few rocks at the south end. It led early visitors,
swimmers and campers to focus their activities along the south shore. The road to Sylvan Lake from Red
Deer (now Highway 11A) reached the Lake at the southeast end, where it became Lakeshore Drive.
The first activities on the lake were swimming, canoeing, oar locked row boating, fishing, sail boating,
and surf boarding. After WWI there were diving boards and slides in the Lake.
Motor boats arrived as early as 1906 with limited power (less than 10 hp). There were inboards, motor
launches and outboards up to 20 horse power by the 1920s.
Few large launches or excursion boats were operating on the Lake before WWI. In 1913 a longer pier
allowed docking on the lake. Pay-as-you-cruise launches appeared in the 1920s.
In 1921, Mrs. W.A. Cassels of the Alberta Natural History Society, identified the wild fowl she had seen
from her cabin on the north shore: western or swan grebes, buffalo head ducks, loons, white-winged
Scoter’s, occasional blue herons, many herring gulls and terns, feasters – bald headed eagles and ravens;
and those migrating overhead – ducks and sandhill cranes.
The 1928 built Women’s Institute (WI) pier made boating on the lake even more popular, as did cruises
on the Maple Leaf and later the Norell.
Sylvan’s citizens have always been generous in giving their time, resources and experience to help with
rescues that have been required from overturned boats, storms, and accidents on the lake. Sadly there
have been deaths from boating accidents, drownings, storms, and lightning strikes.
A capsule of some serious events from 1927-1929 begins with a tragic event in August 1927, when
Chiropractor Dr. J.E. Williams slipped off the 10-12 foot diving board into the water. He struck his head
on the bottom of the lake. Paralyzed from the shoulders down he died six months later. The next year
Ewart Beresferd died after his boat overturned in 5 feet of water. Resuscitation attempts by Dr. H.A.
Gibson of Calgary failed. Abdominal cramps were thought to have been the cause. In 1929, a good
swimmer Mrs. W.J. Gould, died of a heart attack while swimming with two friends. That same year Nick
Gervantes drowned in rough waters. Two of his friends age 17 & 18 survived.
There were winter risks too. In 1934, H.G. Lynch drove his car onto the ice with his wife and five children.
The ice broke in 8’ of water. Mrs. Lynch escaped with their five children through the back window. Mr.
Lynch surfaced twice. The second time his son grabbed him by his clothes and with help, pulled him out
of the frigid water. He regained consciousness and survived.
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In the early 50s, there was a lifeguard stand built at the end of the main pier, which was regularly manned.
Swimming lessons and swimming competitions in the form of regatta’s can be traced back to 1907. The
piers made it easier to set distances and measure the lengths to be swum for the longer, up to a mile-long
race, during the Regattas. Their popularity grew through the 1920s, and even more so when the Wrigley
Regattas started in 1930.
Many visitors just walked the piers, enjoyed the nice weather, tanned in the sun, picnicked, enjoyed
friends and fellowship, and if they had a suit, swam in the water. Early in the season the water was
invariably cold. The shallow shores were much warmer. It was always nice to dip your toes into the lake
on a warm day, when the beach became uncomfortably hot in the blazing summer sun.
Fishing was popular, especially in the early days. Before the Marina was built, the best fishing was in the
reeds at the southwest end, across from the Golf Course. Pike and Pickerel were plentiful. Black Bass were
also common. Stocking the lake with fish began c1926 and continued at least until 1963.
George Fleming, on behalf of the Red Deer Board of Trade, wrote to a movie producer working on a film
in Calgary, extolling the virtues of Sylvan Lake as a movie location and back drop. The polite reply was
“only wheat fields needed.”
To add to the lake’s recreation opportunities, slides and swings were built and hauled in and out of the
lake each year. For many years there was a diving board for every two streets that connected to Lakeshore
Drive.
The beach was much wider from the mid 1930s until about 1950. At one time it was large enough to play
baseball on it. Sun tanning was always popular. Other recreational activities included teeter-totters, roundabouts, rubber tubing, and riding air mattresses.
Winter recreation developed over the years too. The Red Deer Rotary Club organized an annual Ice
Carnival starting January 28-31, 1931. 1100 attended, with teams competing from seven other towns. The
Calgary Skating Club provided the on-ice entertainment.
On a rare occasion, the lake would freeze without a snow cover. A few hardy and brave individuals
would try to skate around the lake hugging the shoreline. As long as the ice was 10-14 cm thick you could
skate on it. If it was more than that, cars and trucks would venture out and see how many twirls they could
make by hitting the brakes and cranking the steering wheel. Two whirlee’s was pretty good. When the
snow came you could be pulled behind a car or truck on skis – carefully. The first snow plane arrived at
Sylvan Lake in 1952. In the past few years snowmobiling on the lake has become a popular winter sport.
After WWII outboard motor power increased to 25 horse power (1952) and then to 40 horse power
c1957, which easily pulled single or multiple water skiers and surf boarders. A water ski diving board
existed for a few years but it was removed as it was too dangerous to use. The more popular pleasure
power boats included the Phantom, Sunray, and Cobra. They were wooden hulled Peterborough built
boats.
In recent years water sports have diversified, with the arrival of popular Sea-Doos, wind surfing and parasailing. Sail boat owners have formed Yacht Clubs and sponsored weekend races.
In 1981 the first Sylvan Lake Bath Tub Race was held. It was sanctioned by the World Cup Circuit until
1985. The last race was in 1986.
In 1991 the Pacific Swim Championships began, and included a 40 kilometer swim. In 1992 there was
a jet ski race.
New Years day dips have recently been resurrected with a surprising number of willing participants.
Those seeking less frigid entertainment, build tents or canopies over ice fishing holes. Some “cabins” are
even heated.
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9-1 Recreation
on the Lake.
Postmarked
July 24, 1907.
Quite a catch for
a day’s fishing at
Sylvan Lake –
about 30 fish.
The cabin is not
on the lake. The
wooden boat
looks too heavy
to haul very far.
The horses for
the Democrat in
the background,
might have been
used to pull the
wooden boat to
the beach.
Several of the
adults may have
been participating in a
parade or band presentation, as the gentleman with the white hat has a French horn or tuba next to him and a
baton in his hand. There are two guitars and one small stringed instrument on display.
In front of one of the ladies is a fishing creel. The horse drawn carriage on the left reminds readers that up until
this time horses were the most reliable way to get to Sylvan Lake from Red Deer.

9-2 Recreation
on the Lake.
No date or
postmark.
“This Morning
Catch” doesn’t
have any small
fish, unless they
were thrown
back. At least 18
are on the line. It
wouldn’t happen
today.
The first recorded
fishing trip to
“Kennabik”
(Snake) Lake was
by Dr. Leonard
Gaetz with some
Indian friends in
the spring of
1884.
Fishing in Sylvan Lake didn’t require a license but fishing in the tributaries of the Red Deer River required a $1
license. In 1914, several fishermen and their children were fined for catching 400 pike, perch and pickerel fish in
the outlet stream.
On August 19, 1919, George Fleming caught 13 pike in one day. The Lake still had plenty of yellow perch,
though small. In 1921 he caught 12 – 1 pounders. Netting and spearing fish became illegal the next year. Pike
made it impractical to stock the lake with trout.
The lake was stocked with 2.5 million pickerel in 1926, and 1.0 million in 1928. That same year a 15 pound
pike and many 8 pounders were caught. Stocking with Walleye continued until 1963. Other fish stocked or
caught included Burkot, Lake Trout and White fish.
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9-3 Recreation on the Lake. Postmarked November 27, 1907.
This is the earliest postcard of pleasure boating on Sylvan Lake (1907). The white boats and probably all four oar
boats were rented. Fortunately it was a very calm day, as none of the 20 people in the boats are in swimming
suits.

9-4 Recreation on the Lake. No date.
Brave souls are trying to get in a last swim before the waves become to heavy and the lake too rough.
The ladies swim suits are of an early style.
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9-5 Recreation on the Lake. c 1920.
If you look closely you will see at least eight canoes and rowboats. Rental boat #13 has its motor turned off.
The two dressed visitors at the diving board look out of place. The boat to the left of the diving board may have
a mast.

9-6 Recreation on the Lake. c 1920.
This boat scene is centered on the diving board, with 7 boats surrounding it. The double prow row boat is rental
#18. The people on the right are watching from the Maple Leaf – as confirmed by the awning and the 2 Maple
Leafs on the rear end of the boat. The canoe with a motor which appears in (9-5) is now to the right of the diving
board, indicating this picture was taken the same time as (9-5).
There is a thin, fragile looking pier in the distance. This could only be an early McCluskey one, which would
date the postcard to the early 1920s.
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9-7 Recreation on the Lake. 1920s. Postmarked August 10, 1920.
The decorated row boat is flying two Union Jacks at either end, connected by a wire from which hang multiple
lanterns. The end of the McCluskey pier is on the right.
The stylized “S” in Sylvan Lake, is seen on many early postcards. This postcard became “No 19” in the Sylvan
Lake, Alberta, postcard series of the late 1930s.
9-8 Recreation on the Lake. Pre 1925.
In the postcard below are at least 5 oar boats and 3 canoes. In the nearest boat is a female Sea Cadet. The lady in
the canoe on the left is avoiding the sun under an umbrella. The boat tied to the nearest slide is full of Sea Cadets
and has the Union Jack flying from the stern. The men on the slide are well dressed, and not well prepared for a
wet hug, or a dunking in their Sunday best. The high wooden water slide is behind the diving board.
Connected to the shore are 2 piers – the Centennial Street pier (L) and the Boat House pier (R).
This is the first postcard to show the Centennial Street pier. It has many people on it, as has the Boat House pier.
The Boat House is the pre1926 one. The large building behind the Boat House is the original 2 storey Sylvan
Lake Hotel. The Alexander Pavillion built in 1925, is not present. There are cars parked on the beach between the
two piers.
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9-9 Recreation on the Lake. Postmarked August 9, 1924.
Nine girls are on the log. The note on the back says “Don’t push the pole”. The pier in the background is the
McCluskey one with the Boat House partially seen on the right.

9-10 Recreation on the Lake. Dated September 12.
This is a one of a kind postcard which was sent by the Miller family of Bentley to Sackville, NB. The two children
in the Mother’s lap may be twins. There is a 2¢ stamp on the postcard suggesting it was mailed between 19261931.
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9-11 Recreation on the Lake. Late 1920s.
This is the only known close-up postcard of the high wooden slide. It had two walkways, one up each side, a
slide down the middle, and one swing on each side. It must be 8-10 meters high. There are at least nine people
on the top deck. The reason for the long pole going through the middle is obscure. The wooden water wheel in
the lake doesn’t look like it moves. When it rotates, it splashes water into the face of the rider.
The dock is filled with people. There is a canopy over the end of the pier where the Maple Leaf docks. The pier is
cross braced, the hallmark of the WI pier.

9-12 Recreation on the Lake. Late 1920s.
This Fleming postcard was probably taken in the late 1920s. It highlights a busy water scene. There were stairs
and swings on both sides of the slide. The pole passes through the middle of it. With nine people on it, it could
handle over 1000 pounds. The teeter-totters are in use, at least for the photo.
Fleming was a Red Deer photographer, taking photos since at least 1911. He became an annual summer visitor
after building his cottage at Sylvan Lake in 1919.
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9-13 Recreation on the Lake. No date.
The old wooden slide is still in use. The heat from the metal, if facing the sun, required watering first. A tube has
replaced the side swing. The double teeter-totter on the foreground is not in use. The high diving board in the
background has about 8 people on it. They must be sunning or posing for the photographer, as they are not
diving.

9-14 Recreation on the Lake. 1920s. Postmarked July 20, 1931.
Another G.E. Fleming postcard shows no cross connection between the Centennial Street pier and the Boat
House pier. The slide is still the original wooden one. The high diving board is present, as are about 15 boats. The
motor launch with an awning would be the Maple Leaf. There are many visitors on the Boat House pier. The end
of the Centennial Street pier may be showing on the left.
Pulling these slides and the diving board into the water each spring and hauling them back to the beach each fall
was cumbersome. Fortunately they were on skids to spread the weight and reduce friction.
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9-15
Recreation on
the Lake. circa
1925.
Red Deer
Photographer,
George Fleming
took this Tin
Reflection type
RPPC of the
downtown
Sylvan Lake
beach, during a
well attended
Regatta. The
photo for this
postcard was
taken the same
day as (9-16) and
(9-17) and from
almost the same
position.
The picture shows two piers, one extending out in line with Centennial Street and the other from the Boat House.
They are not connected. A bleacher exists at the end of the Centennial Street pier. There are many people
watching on both piers. A diving board is positioned to the left of the slide.
The Maple Leaf is anchored to the right of the wooden slide. Passengers are watching the swimming activities.
There is a man sitting on the roof of the boat. About 16 canoes, mostly rentals from the Boat House can be seen.
The people standing on the slide are possibly judges. There is a log on the beach near the water’s edge. The
visitors in the foreground sitting on the bench, are clothed for cool weather.

9-16
Recreation on
the Lake.
circa 1925.
This George
Fleming photo
was taken 2-3
meters to the
left of (9-15).
The log near the
water is present
in both
postcards. The
teeter-totter can
be seen. The lady at the left end of the bench appears in postcard (9-17). The Centennial Street and Boat House
piers can be seen – loaded with people. It must be a Regatta Day or a sunny Sunday as there are so many
visitors.
The beach is increasing in size. The attire suggests it is from the 1920s. The wooden slide and diving board are in
active use and there are at least 13 boats on the lake. The Maple Leaf passenger boat has moved to a position
behind the wooden slide.
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9-17 Recreation on the Lake. circa 1925.
Postmarked March 30, 1926.
This is the third George Fleming photo taken the
same day as (9-15) and (9-16) but the photographer
is positioned slightly further from the beach. In the
lake the Maple Leaf has drifted in between the slide
and diving board. The same well dressed man is still
sitting on the lower diving board. The teeter-totter
and log are in the same alignment as in (9-16). The
lady sitting on the left end of the bench is the same
as in (9-16). The reason for the S.B.I. initials at the
lower left of the postcard is unknown.

9-18 Recreation on the Lake. Pre 1928.
This G.E. Fleming postcard was taken at a carefully
selected time as there are no visitors or swimmers in
the photo. Only the old wooden slide is waiting to
be ‘greased’ with water, as the sun sets behind it.
The pier is the McCluskey one.
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9-19 Recreation on the Lake. Post 1928. Postmarked July 28, 1931.
The three water horses hold 1-3 people each. To float that high in the water the horses must be hollow, or they
were positioned on the sand. The 1928 Women’s Institute Pier is in the background.
A thunderstorm cancelled swimming so the sender found an alternative – “We have a raspberry bush outside the
tent with some wild ripe raspberries on it. I will see if I can pick some and make some jam!”

9-20 Recreation on the Lake. Postmarked 1932.
Twelve boats on the lake surround the busy diving board. No piers are present. The 1 or 2 paddle or surf boards
have several swimmers on them. The beach is not as wide as it would become over the next decade. There are
four cars the picture, taken just off Lakeshore Drive.
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9-21 Recreation on the Lake. Post 1928. No postmark. Stamp issued from 1937-1941.
The new metal slide is receiving some attention. It is not as high as the wooden one was. The youngster at the
bottom of the slide stairs is perhaps hesitant to try it. The docked boat appears to be the Maple Leaf, which
means this is a pre1932 photo. The WI pier is high in the water, as the water level is dropping.

9-22 Recreation on the Lake. Post 1928.
The new metal slide has been positioned near the Boat House pier, which has many people standing on it. There
is a wooden water wheel that no youngster is actively using, and a cross pier connecting the Boat House and the
Centennial Street piers. The section in the foreground is probably a platform for races. There is a bleacher of 3-4
tiers that is located on the shore side of the cross pier. The WI pier is in the right background as is the teeter-totter.
The large attendance suggests it was an event day.
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9-23 Recreation on the Lake. Post 1932.
A storm seems to be rolling in which may explain why there aren’t many people in the picture. The metal slide,
wooden water spindle, and diving platform are present. The Norell is anchored next to its dock.

9-24 Recreation on the Lake. circa 1930. Postmarked August 7, 1934.
This postcard shows a number of people on the new double diving platform. It was used for many years by
swimmers and sea gulls.
There are three cars parked amongst the trees next to the beach.
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9-25 Recreation on the Lake. No date.
This is the only winter postcard yet to be found of a scene of “Savan” (likely Sylvan) Lake. It shows ice pushed up
on the shore by the wind. The photo was probably taken in the spring, as the ice had started to melt. There are no
distinguishing features to confirm it is a Sylvan Lake postcard.
Winter Lake activities can only be imagined – skating, hockey, cross-ice skiing, car/truck related fun, races and
New Years Eve swims. On January 7, 1925 the lowest temperature recorded at Sylvan Lake was -60°F.
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Chapter 10

Recreation on the Beach
Most of the beach along the south end of the lake has remained open to the public for many generations.
Besides sunning, tanning, watching others do the same, and supervising kids to safely enjoy the water,
there were some unique aspects to beach recreation at Sylvan Lake.
The first postcard in this chapter is from the 1920s, showing a sand castle competition. Then came the
30s. The beach widened, with a miniature horse ride as well as the “aeroplane” carousel being added
near the Centennial Street pier. Softball was known to be played on the beach, when the beach extended
well past the Boat House in the late 1930s and 1940s.
Beachball games, ring toss, horse shoes, throwing sticks in the water for dogs to run after were all part
of the beach scene.
Although frequented by members of the First Nations, the earliest recorded recreational camping and
tenting that we know of dates from 1901. Permanent youth and church camps appeared in 1919. There
was a sandy path between Lakeshore Drive and the lake, in the years before the lake level rose and the
trees on the edge of the lake were undermined and fell into it. A public camp site was developed at Jarvis
Bay in 1965.
Many visitors just enjoyed family picnics on the beach or sat watching the children play. In the evening,
roasts and bonfires, using nearby willow sticks for roasting wieners and toasting marshmallows, were
always fun. Beach parties were popular especially after the dance halls closed in the evening.
With the loss of much of the beach in the 1950s, due to higher water levels; the town constructed a steel
retaining wall between the two piers in 1976/79. It was back-filled with sand and clay. Due to high
maintenance costs, the town convinced the Provincial government to designate the area as a Provincial
Park in the late 1970s.
In July 1992 there was a beach volley ball tournament with 74 two person teams competing in it. Two
years later in 1994, the Alberta Winter Games were held in Sylvan Lake. 1109 athletes participated,
supported by 528 volunteers. Other festivities included the Sylvan Lake Follies, skating shows and clown
workshops.
In 1998 the National Beach Volley Ball Championships, sponsored live on TSN by Labatt’s Brewery, were
held at Sylvan Lake.
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10-1 Recreation on the Beach. Pre 1928.
There is a sand modeling contest in progress on the beach. The McCluskey pier is in the background. The beach
was not wide but was extending. No Centennial Street pier is evident. The attire suggests it was in the 1920s. The
Boat House cannot be seen.

10-2 Recreation on the Beach. No date.
Two different teeter-totters are on display – a single board, and a spinning double board with one board on top of
the other. On the double board are several very well dressed visitors – the names on the back of the postcard are
Albert, Garth, Myrtle, Annatia and Gwendolyn.
The double teeter-totter can hurt if the upper and lower boards come together and pinch your legs. When the
weights, especially on the single board differed, the heavier one could bounce or “pop” the lighter one into the
air. If someone got off quickly, you would “drop” your partner.
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10-3 Recreation on the Beach. Pre 1925. Postmarked July 28, 1930.
This postcard shows the Alexander Hotel beyond the piers. The hotel burned down in 1925. The old wooden
slide on the right and Boat House pier with a bench at the end can be seen. The end of the McCluskey Boat
House is on the left. There is a Centennial Street pier too, in the distance.
The weather that day brought out many sun and water worshippers, as judged by the number of visitors.

10-4 Recreation on the Beach. Postmarked 1926.
This postcard (No. 12) is from an unknown series.
The family members playing in the sand are the same as in (10-5).
The boat at the end of the Centennial Street pier is the Sea Cadet motor launch, the Lady Victress. The slide is the
old wooden one with the stairs up both sides and a slide down the middle.
There is a structure in the water between the two piers. It may be the remains of the boathouse that appears in
(10-6).
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10-5 Recreation on the Beach. Postmarked 1926.
Although numbered differently (No 16), this postcard is very similar to (10-4) with the same youngsters in it.
Only the angle and positions have changed slightly.

10-6 Recreation on the Beach. 1926.
This postcard is No 19 in an unknown series. The Centennial Street pier is in the foreground and the McCluskey
Boat House pier is in the upper right. The wooden slide was used from 1925-1930. The slide does not appear to
have the 2 side swings on the side or log through the middle. The substantial wooden structure in the water near
the shore in the center right, is unidentified, but may be the remnants of a previous boathouse. The structure also
appears in (10-4) and (10-5).
The sea cadet Victress is still docked, suggesting the photo was taken at the same time as the two previous
photos.
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10-7 Recreation off the Beach. Postmarked July 1, 1933.
The story of baseball being played on the beach in the 1930s and 1940s isn’t the only place where baseball was
played. This postcard highlights a baseball tournament in Sylvan Lake, held July 1, 1933, at a diamond south of
the CNR tracks (see page 121). There are no men on base. The two competitors were Calgary and Drumheller.
Sylvan Lake hosted an Alberta Softball Championship in 1934.

10-8 Recreation on the Beach. circa 1933. Postmarked August 25, 1934.
The photo was taken from the verandah or the upstairs of the Sylvan Lake Hotel. It is directed towards 1st, 2nd
and 3rd points. In the foreground is a miniature round-about with three horses that youngsters could ride. There
is a building on 1st point which may be the Cadet Camp. The roof of the Alexander Pavilion is on the far left.
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10-9 Recreation on the Beach. 1938. Postmarked August 23, 1940.
This 1938 Weston photo of the main beach looking east toward Lower Camp shows it is wide enough for a
baseball game. Perhaps the lady under the umbrella can’t convince her friends in the trees to join her. There is a
small boathouse and slide in the lake. The boathouse in the lake didn’t last long, because of the spring ice flows.
The sender noted it was their “3rd time here. Summer dead,” on August 23, 1940.

10-10 Recreation on the Beach. Circa 1941. Postmarked July 9, 1954
This is a Byron Harmon (of Banff) postcard (#1118), with a photo taken at the same time as (10-11). It shows the
extended pier with the 6-7 tier bleacher, a dock for the Norell, canopies over the end of the Centennial Street
pier and Norell mooring.
There is a boathouse in the distance, along with the Golf Course Clubhouse. To the right of the Clubhouse is the
Biss (owner’s) home.
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10-11 Recreation on the Beach. circa 1941. Postmarked August 18, 1951.
The second Byron Harmon postcard (#1915) was probably taken in the early 1940s, as Harmon died in 1942.
The WI pier and Norell dock are present. The Norell is anchored inside the breaker along with a sail boat. Not
far from it are many canoes – some strung together. The lifeguard stand on the Centennial Street pier is
silhouetted by the lake.

10-12 Recreation on the Beach. circa 1950.
Sunbathers and sun tanners are aplenty. The beach is relatively wide, but not wide enough for a baseball game.
The wooden slide is not the same as the higher pre1930 one. It has not been hauled into the water, so no one is
on it. The style of bathing suits suggests it was a post WWII postcard.
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10-13 Recreation on the Beach. Postmarked 1957.
The postcard shows a still relatively wide beach, similar to (10-12). The kid sized wooden slide is a few feet into
the water. Perhaps the photo was taken from the roof or window of the Boat House, as it was taken from an
elevated perspective. The photo dates from post WWII. Used copies were found up to 1957. A scene like this
was featured on the cover of Macleans Magazine, June 18, 1960.

10-14 Recreation on the Beach. 1950s.
Picnicing, “eyeing” the girls, teeter-tottering, paddle boarding and swimming were the pastimes featured in this
postcard. The postcard shows the two piers joined with the bleacher on the cross pier. A white motor launch, not
the Norell, is anchored in the middle of the photo. A shirt is drying in the tree. The food is gone and a lady’s bag
sits unattended in the lower right. Trusting or just an empty towel bag?
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10-15 Recreation on the Beach. 1950s.
This sunny day postcard has the metal slide pulled out into the water, and another slide outlined in the far left.
For some years the Norell was used to pull the diving boards and slides out into the water.
There is a possible pier out in the water not attached to the Centennial Street pier. The Boat House pier has an
extension on the side for docking canoes and small boats.
The postcard was distributed by the C.R. Ritz Drugstore in Sylvan Lake.
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Chapter 11

Sunsets and Beaches

11-1 Sunsets and Beaches. circa 1907. Postmarked June 30, 1910.
The storm is rolling in as evidenced by the white caps and breakers. The early wooden boat is pointed as if it is
going to be heading out, and is thought to be the front of the Armeneau Ketch.
The postcard has a note on the back saying the lake’s name was going to be changed from Snake to Sylvan Lake.
That would date it to 1907, when the petition initiated by Mrs. Greene was accepted by the Canadian
Geographic Names Board.
The Publisher of the postcard was the Gaetz Cornett Drug and Book Company of Red Deer. It was printed in
Germany.
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11-2 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked July 23, 1910.
This postcard shows very little beach. The whitecaps suggest a windy day. The location is along Lakeshore Drive
with Jarvis Bay in the distance. As the Sylvan Lake visitor noted on the postcard, “We’re having a great time out
hear (sic) now.”

11-3 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked August 20, 1920.
The rocky beach in this photo indicates it was not part of the downtown beach area, but probably Northey
Beach. It is a Fleming photo as marked on the back. The rocks and the beach have been washed by waves, which
have undermined the poplar trees that are tipping into it. The characteristic “GEF” on the Fleming postcards,
does not appear on the front of this postcard, only “#8,” from Fleming’s series.
There are reeds in the lake and an unidentifiable white building in the distant left, which would be about where
the Alexander Hotel was located. The lady wearing a billowing dress has likely posed for the photo.
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11-4 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked August 3, 1921.
This appears to be a fall scene with a Sea Cadet type boat already placed up on logs for the winter.
The location may be on Lakeshore Drive west of Centennial Street. There is a line of small empty boats and
canoes in the lake, probably attached to a pier. A wire fence exists to the right of the beached boat. The pole on
the right may be a power pole.
The #516 indicates it is part of a series, but the back provides no further clues about the printer or publisher.

11-5 Sunsets and Beaches. 1920s.
The beach is wide and the lake calm as seen through the poplar trees, from Lakeshore Drive. The hull of a twomasted sail boat (ketch) has been beached. The boathouse in the lake likely didn’t last long as moving ice took
these structures out almost yearly. The location is probably east of the down town pier on Lakeshore Drive. There
is a small pier to the right.
The lack of leaves and grass suggest it is in the late fall or very early spring. Perhaps the lake was frozen and
there was no snow. The source of the series (#480) is unidentifiable. The photo is from the same series as (11-4).
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11-6 Sunsets and Beaches. Pre 1926.
The beach in the foreground is likely in Lower Camp with the photo directed towards the downtown, 2
kilometers away. The speck on the lake shore in the distance would be the McCluskey Boat House. The one or
two plank wide dock looks like it was built by a cottage owner and would be removed at the end of the season.
The two 1¢ stamps date it to pre 1926.
Mail service was exceptional in those days. The sender was Mr. Godden, one of the first four town Council
members and Secretary-Treasurer (1916-17). The recipient was Mr. Heurliman, a local Swiss farmer. The request:
“Mrs. Godden would be glad to have a cheese on Monday, also a dressed chicken if convenient.”
11-7 Sunsets and Beaches. Pre 1928. Postmarked July 11, 1931.
This sunset picture shows the pre 1928 pier with the old wooden slide on the left and a diving board on the
right. The beach extends further into the lake confirming the lake level is dropping. There is a sitting bench out at
the end of the pier. The silhouette of the boat at the end of the pier looks like an early oar boat.
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11-8 Sunsets and Beaches. Pre 1928. Postmarked July 29, 1932.
The distinguishing features in this sunset photo, mirrored on the lake, are the pre1928 pier, the
old wooden slide, the diving platform, and the widening beach.

11-9 Sunsets and Beaches. Pre 1928.
This tree bracketed sunset photo highlights the old
wooden slide, diving board and the Boat House
pier. It is a Fleming photo.
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11-10 Sunsets and Beaches. circa 1928. No legible post mark.
The two men wearing caps in the foreground are enjoying the sunset on the lake. This photo was taken from
Lower Camp looking NW, with the Sunset Hills on the right.

11-11 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked August 7, 1928.
Two friends in an oar boat are out enjoying an idyllic evening. The boat has been allowed to drift for the photo as
there are no ripples. The moon isn’t out yet.
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11-12 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked
August 18, 1928.
Another romantic sunset photo that reflects the
disappearing sun on the water.

11-13 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked August 1, 1933.
This leaf lined photo looking out on the lake, heralds a nice sunset, perhaps after a cold and rainy week, which is
not uncommon in August.
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11-14 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked July 30, 1934.
The wide beach area suggests the photo was taken in the early 1930s. The WI pier shows only an extension and
no Norell. The diving board and metal slide are present beyond the pier.

11-15 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked August 21, 1936.
This photo shows the widening of the downtown beach, east of the Boat House. The large building with the flat
roof line behind the tree is Varsity Hall. The postcard is numbered 121 in a series.
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11-16 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked August 31, 1936.
This photo has the sun just setting on the lake. It was taken from Petro beach.

11-17 Sunsets and Beaches. Postmarked July 26, 1937.
This photo was taken from Lakeshore Drive across to 1st point. This tree filled summer scene has no
distinguishing features.
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11-18 Sunsets and Beaches. Post 1928. Postmarked September 15, 1938.
The sun shines through the two trees as it sets, carefully centered by the photographer.
It captures the pier, Norell dock and tall bleacher. There is a diving platform too. The photo was used by several
publishers. Three different #3 subscripts exist with postmarks as late as 1952.

11-19 Sunsets and Beaches. 1938. Postmarked July 14, 1952.
This photo was taken before the Centennial Street pier was extended in 1938. Labelled 1938 on the postcard,
there are 6-7 levels of seats in the bleacher.
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11-20 Sunsets and Beaches. circa 1938.
This is postcard No 4 (of 19) in the Sylvan Lake, Alberta series, assembled in the late 1930s. The tranquil scene
shows the Norell at anchor, the tall bleacher, and a few sunset walkers. The Norell dock has a flat canopy
covering it.

11-21 Sunsets and Beaches. 1938. Postmarked August 9, 1941.
This wartime postcard of an evening sunset, silhouettes the anchored Norell, adjacent diving board and Boat
House pier extension.
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11-22 Sunsets and Beaches. circa 1940.
This summer sunset across the lake to 1st point, shows the diving board and the Boat House pier extension on
the left and the diving board.

11-23 Sunsets and Beaches. Annotated 1938. Postmarked August 28, 1938.
This Weston postcard of the downtown beach presents a panoramic view of the boathouse, piers, and shoreline
in 1938.
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11-24 Sunsets and Beaches. No date.
This postcard is last in this chapter because it is impossible to date.
In the foreground is 1st point. There are no distinguishing features on the lake or on the back of the postcard.
The theme of tranquility in the evening transcends the decades.
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Chapter 12

Prominent Lake Shore Points

12-1 Prominent Lakeshore Points. circa 1912.
In this tinted preWWI photo, Whitewold Beach, now known as 1st point, advertises lots for sale to passing
boaters. The lakeshore stretches to 2nd Point.
The boat appears to have no drive system, unless the motor is the black box near the back. There are no oars or
sail to move it. It is almost stationary as there is little ripple even from jostling the boat or the canoe it is pulling.
The short pier extending into the lake is a private one.
The ad reads Whitewold Beach Large Lots for Sale. Apply Michener and Carscadden. The prices in 1912 were
$200-$150-$100 per lot with a 24% down payment.
This real photo was published by the Sylvan Lake Trading Company and printed in Germany.
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12-2 Prominent Lakeshore Points. circa 1913.
This postcard is a real photo of Whitewold Beach taken between 1st and 2nd Points. The lonely fisherman is
rather well dressed. There are two small boats near the beach, each using a small jib for power.
The village is now called Norglenwold which is a combination of Northey, Glen (Innes) and Whitewold. In 1913
lots were sold for $125-$150 each.

12-3 Prominent Lakeshore Points. circa 1912.
This photo was taken from the road allowance access that marks the start of Norglenwold. It is near the Cadet
Camp that was on 1st Point. The path to the lake was probably created by the cattle in (12-6). The visitor is
surveying the beach or watering his horse near the southwest shore of the lake.
The postcard was photographed and published by Lewis Reis of Moose Jaw. It was his second Sylvan Lake
postcard.
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12-4 Prominent Lakeshore Points.
Postmarked July 13, 1925.
This postcard of Honeymoon Bay pictures an
access point to the lake. The parked canoe is ready
to use.
The sender commented “a more appropriate place
to spend it [a holiday] couldn’t be imagined.
Rabbits abound.”

12-5 Prominent Lakeshore Points. Late
1930s.
This George Fleming postcard highlights
Honeymoon Bay, between 2nd and 3rd Points.
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12-6 Prominent Lakeshore Points. Late
1920s.
In this photo are three cows watering at 1st Point.
The short private pier in the background has two
people on it.
Animal watering on the beach or in the lake was
prohibited in the 1930s.
A Fleming photo, it was probably taken in the late
1920s. The postcard is #10 in his series.

12-7 Prominent Lakeshore Points. Early 1930s.
Another Honeymoon Bay postcard captures 3rd Point in the distance, and two visitors in the foreground.
The boat has an outboard motor as well as a front seat steering wheel. There is a picnic table in the lower left but
the table is empty.
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12-8 Prominent Lakeshore Points. Probably 1920s.
1st, 2nd 3rd Points can be seen in this photo, which focuses on the Cadet Camp and its manor house on 1st
point.
There is a large white boathouse in the distance.

12-9 Prominent Lakeshore Points. Postmarked July 2, 1932.
This closer view of 1st Point and the Cadet Camp, has the same private pier and a large white boathouse as in
(12-8). Reeds highlight the foreground.
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Chapter 13

Paths and Trails Along the Lakeshore,
Around the Lake

13-1 Paths and Trails. Postmarked July 22, 1913.
This colored fall picture of the Lakeshore Drive path, looks westward, toward the downtown.
The postcard was printed in Germany before WWI.
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13-2 Paths and Trails. Postmarked 1912.
This is the lakeshore path looking eastward. It is the reverse picture of (13-1).
The postcard was printed in Germany and published by the Sylvan Lake Trading Co.

13-3 Paths and Trails. Annotated July 22, 1913.
The wider path suggests the trail is probably closer to downtown.
This postcard was published by the Sylvan Lake Trading Company.
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13-4 Paths and Trails. Postmarked
August 4, 1924.
The path may be the original Lakeshore Drive Trail.
which was widened in May 1913. The location is
uncertain.
The road resembles (13-6) and (13-7). There is a car
coming down the road in the distance. No lake can
be seen.

13-5 Paths and Trails. Postmarked
August 9, 1928
The road is almost wide enough for two cars to
pass. The location is uncertain, possibly near Lower
Camp. It is almost the reverse photo of (13-4),
except the car has been turned around.
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13-6 Paths and Trails. 1920s.
The trail is wider than in the previous two
postcards. The car may be a little newer. The
location is not identifiable.

13-7 Paths and Trails.
Given the density and type of trees, this has to be a
north facing slope somewhere in Norglenwold.The
location of this well-defined path is uncertain. There
are few well-trodden places on the lake that have a
path on an angled embankment. The location may
be lost to posterity.
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Chapter 14

Camps and Cabins
The first recorded camping at Sylvan Lake was by the Drs. H.J. and E.H. Donovan family of Red Deer in
1901. They were joined by the Greene’s, Postills and G.W. Smith’s, also of Red Deer, in 1902. The first
cottage was erected in 1904. By 1906 there were 5 cottages at the Lake, with summer tent camps spread
all along the southern shore for almost two miles. The number of cottages in town would increase to 400
by 1934.
YMCA & YWCA Camps (1908-1970s) The original (1908) “Snake Lake” tent camp was organized by the
Calgary and Edmonton YMCA/YWCA in Lower Camp. The camp was moved to the permanent site at the
NW end of the Lake early in the 1920s. This property was originally owned and registered by Fred Krause.
In 1928 the YMCA moved their camp to Camp Chief Hector near Seebe, but the YWCA camp continued
at Sylvan Lake until the 1970s.
Boys and Girls Naval Brigade Camp (1908-1940s) The first cadet tent camps were held in Lower Camp
circa 1908. The 1st Point permanent site for the Naval Camp was originally owned and registered by the
Northey family. In the summer of 1919 John Irvine of Calgary bought it as a permanent camp for the
cadets. A green and white hall was built and a tall flag pole erected. At the 1920 Girl’s Naval Brigade
Camp, the top prize was a George Fleming photo. After 2 or 3 years the Girls Naval Brigade left the joint
camp and moved to the YWCA Camp at the northwest end of the lake, as did the Trail Rangers and Tuxis
Boys.
In 1928, Irvine sold the Camp to the Naval League of Canada. Annual camps continued into the 30s. As
one postcard shows, Cadets attended the Regattas when they were held.
The Camp was sold during WWII.
Camp Woods (Boy Scouts) (1910-) The first Boys Scouts camped at Sylvan Lake in 1910. In 1911, they
moved their campsite to 1st Point and then to a municipal campsite in the village. In his annual report
on the 1st Red Deer Troop in 1920, Scoutmaster H.E. Calendar requested a permanent campsite be
acquired.
Girl Guide camps at Sylvan Lake were recorded as early as 1911.
A permanent Boy Scout camp was located west of Half Moon Bay. The original homesteader was Finnish
Lutheran Minister, Most Reverend Oscar Hjelt, who sold it to the Lampi family. When the family was
tragically orphaned, it was bought by Calgarian Lt. Col. James C. Woods. At that time Woods was Alberta’s
Chief Scout and Provincial Commissioner.
The Camp site of 103 acres opened on July 28, 1932. Four sites were cleared by the Red Deer Troop. The
Manor House and Woods Hall were the first buildings to be built. The first Rover ‘Hoot’ was held there
in 1934. Logs were used to make an interdenominational chapel, pulpit and altar in 1935.
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The Camp still flourishes. There is a large sports field, many more buildings, electricity, water, gas,
telephones and a canteen.
The latest provincial Jamboree, which over-filled the camp site, was held at Camp Woods during Sylvan
Lake’s Centennial, in 2013.
Camp Kasota (United Church) (1924-) The Canadian Girls in Training (CGIT) Camp Kasota started in
1924 and charged $12 for a 10-day camp. It included a $2 registration fee. The Camp was established
on the Loquet land on 2nd Point, near Honeymoon Bay. Initially it consisted of 12 acres on the lakeshore.
The Loiselle’s donated another 6 acres to the camp. Access was by a 3 kilometer dirt road from Highway
11. The campers lived in tents. In 1926 the dining and recreation hall were built. The kitchen had two
fire boxes and two ovens, bought after the Sylvan Lake Hotel fire, circa 1928.
Tuxis boys moved their camps to Kasota creating two camps named East and West. Army cots in tents on
shiplap floors became the sleeping norm. About 1930 the first cabin (10’ x 15’) was built for the Nurse
and cook. In that year 700 girls and 75 leaders attended Kasota camps.
The camp life and routines included vesper services at night, sing songs, roasts around evening bonfires,
play and study time, and council rings. In 1934 the main log house was built. It was 21’ x 28’ and
cost $75.
The camp remains open to teenage girls of all denominations.
Rotary Youth Health Camp (1929-1946) (no postcard). After hosting several smaller camps, 120 children
attended a 1929 camp. Some of the children would have been Type 1 (juvenile) diabetics. The Rotary Club
built a permanent camp in 1931. That year 600 boys and girls, together with 60 leaders attended the
camp. In 1934, 460 underprivileged children used it. The camp lasted until 1946.
Camp Kannawin (Presbyterian) (1931-)(no postcard). The camp was named after Reverend Kannawin
DD. It began in 1931 on the north side of the lake. On July 1, 1941 three more acres were bought from
Marian (Jarvis) Dow for $300. Two years later the first unit was built and the first camp for 16 youths was
held. Local Minister, Rev. Ian MacSween “carried the load” to maintain and upgrade the facility. In the
1980s new buildings were constructed for $450,000. The Camp can host 120.
Camp Kuriakos (Lutheran) (1933-)(no postcard). Kuriakos means meeting place. The land was donated
by Nick Isaacson, a Sylvan Lake farmer. The first building was a dining hall/kitchen, which lasted 40
years. In 1958 an anniversary chapel was built and propane was installed. A new kitchen, dining hall and
lounge were opened in July 25, 1976. Two years later the lodge and the dormitories were built. The Camp
can accommodate 100 campers.
The Sunnyside (Pentecostal) Bible Camp (1936-)(no postcard). The camp began with the purchase of 35
acres at the northeast end of the lake. The land was part of the original Thomas Bigam homestead. In 1937
a dining hall and 3 dormitories were built. A year later the first tabernacle and a few cabins were added.
The tabernacle was enlarged and a balcony was added in 1940. It could seat 1200. In 1955 a second
tabernacle was built and later a third one. In 1960 a 60-bed dormitory was finished. Now there is a
motel, trailer court, and 98 cottages on the site.
Camp Sherbino (1962-)(no postcard). This Girl Guide and Brownie camp was opened in 1962. It was
located 1.5 kilometers north of the lake near the Bentley road. The Camp has received strong Kiwanis
support for many years.
Bahai Center (1975-)(no postcard). Located 2.5 kilometers west of Camp Woods, the camp was funded
by the Muttart Foundation. It opened January 1, 1975 with programs that focused on strengthening the
bonds of friendship and developing life enhancing skills.
The camps are located on the Sylvan Lake Map (page 120).
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14-1 Camps and Cabins. Postmarked August 5, 1908.
The tents are for the girl campers, probably at a YMCA Boys and Girls Camp in Lower Camp, c1908. A naval
cadet camp also began that year. The Boys and Girls Naval Brigade moved to a permanent campsite on 1st Point
in 1919.
Barbara George sent this postcard to her husband, Dr. Henry George. Dr. George was the founder of the cadet
movement in Red Deer, after he moved there in 1905 from Innisfail. The George family were often visitors at the
lake, staying at Greene’s cabin, Rusticana, on the corner of Lakeshore Drive and East Crescent Street.

14-2 Camps and Cabins. Postmarked April 3, 1914.
This is an early, summer log cottage. The cabin has a large verandah under cover, which is screened to keep out
the mosquitoes. The cottagers enjoy boating, as evidenced by the two very long oars. In the back there is a white
cloth covered table, visible through the screens surrounding the verandah.
The postcard was published for the Sylvan Lake Trading Company. It was made in Germany before WWI.
The postal cancellation is from the nearby town of Evarts.
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14-3 Camps and Cabins. Postmarked March 21, 1913.
This postcard highlights another clapboard and shingled cabin with an covered verandah. It must be dark (and
cool) inside as there is little direct sunlight into it. The usual wood pile is not seen.

14-4 Camps and Cabins. Postmarked August 2, 1933.
The precise location of this cabin-lined street is not certain. It appears to be one of the through streets from
Lakeshore Drive to Railroad Avenue. If so, the Lake would be behind the photographer. It could be 9th or 12th
Streets, as they were identified then. The street is filled with cabins on the right side. Presumably there were an
equal number of cabins on the left side of the road, obscured by trees. The cabin at the end of the street is a
substantial one. It was a busy weekend as there are four vehicles in the picture.
Despite the Depression, 70 new cottages were erected in the summer of 1931!
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14-5 Camps and Cabins. circa 1920s.
At this summer Naval Brigade Camp at 1st Point, there are 11 tents including two large ones. The youngsters
appear to be 8-15 years of age. The car in the foreground is from the 1920s. The staff cabin in the distance
remained for years.

14-6 Camps and Cabins. Postmarked July 14, 1963.
Arrival at the log entranceway to the United Church’s Camp Kasota, always heralded the beginning of a week of
fun, fellowship, new friends and the excitement of summer activities, rain or shine.
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14-7 Camps and Cabins. Annotated. 1968-1970.
The note on the back says the campers were there from 1968-1970. The dining hall is on the left. The building on
the right is a staff residence with a TV tower and fireplace. The title West Kasota indicates there were two camps.

14-8 Camps and Cabins. Annotated. 1968-1970
A similar note dates this postcard to 1968-1970. The logs in the chapel were used as seats. The logs and archway
depict the back of a church. The pulpit in the middle has printing on it which is too small to read.
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14-9 Camps and Cabins. circa 1930.
George Fleming photographed the CGIT or
Canadian Girls in Training Camp at Kasota beach,
and labeled it S.B. No. 3. There is no pier. The
beached boat may have a small outboard motor on
it, suggesting it was brought by a visitor, perhaps
Mr. Fleming. His cottage was on 1st Point.
The photograph looks south towards 2nd Point with
the Sylvan Lake townsite in the background
behind it.

14-10 Camps and Cabins. No date.
Kasota Beach is a mixture of rocks and sand, a little hard on tender feet. No pier development has occurred.
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14-11 Camps and Cabins. Photographed and printed in 1963.
In this Camp Woods lakeshore photo, the camp’s pier and sail boats are highlighted. There is little breeze to
bring the sail boats in to shore. The boat just beyond the end of the pier has a motor on it, as do the two that are
tied to the dock. The photo was taken by Denny May, Wop May’s son, at the Alberta and McKenzie Jamboree in
1963. The postcard was released again at a subsequent Jamboree held from July 24-31, 1976.
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Chapter 15

Aerial and Panoramic Views

15-1 Aerial View. Post 1935. Postmarked August 1949.
This aerial view was taken from a biplane over Sylvan Lake during the 1930s. It is No 1 in the Series of 19 Sylvan
Lake postcards. Varsity Hall is identifiable along with the verandah covered Sylvan Lake Hotel, Untinen’s Garage,
Simpson’s Boat House and the Alexander Pavillion. MacCrimmon’s new auto camp is located between Railway
Avenue and the CNR tracks. The CNR station is in the distance, east of the loading yards on the right. The
aeroplane carousel can be seen on the beach, in the lower left. The line of trees between Lakeshore Drive and
the beach, is wide.
The downtown beach extends out twice as far as the boathouse.
Private planes from Calgary were taking passengers on flights over the Lake as early as 1931.
A second copy of the postcard marked “copyright by J.H. Hunter,” was printed on Kodak’s Velox photographic
paper.
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15-2 Aerial View. 1930s. Postmarked August 25, 1936.
This postcard highlights Lakeshore Drive, Railway Avenue and the village in between them, as seen from a
biplane. The pier is U-shaped, with a long north arm off the WI pier. The Centennial Street pier is “crooked”.
There is a small pier opposite 3rd Street West.
The Alexander Pavillion is hard to see because of trees. Varsity Hall is also hard to see but the Sylvan Lake Hotel
is prominent, as is the miniature horse ride round-about.

15-3 Aerial View. Late 1930s. Postmarked July 20, 1943.
This aerial photo (Series photo No 8) was taken over the lake and piers. The Centennial pier has a crook in it.
Neither the airplane carousel or the horse merry-go-found are present. There appears to be a Regatta or major
swim event occurring as the bleacher is full of people. The Norell is not in dock.
The shoreline extends out twice as far as the boathouse. A motor boat has just docked at the end of the
Centennial Street pier. There are many cars on the beach. The Sylvan Lake Hotel now has a covered verandah.
The CPR elevator is a long way west from Centennial Street. The postcard continued to be used well into the
1950s. Rumsey and Company published the postcard.
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15-4 Aerial View. circa 1966/7.
This aerial photo shows the straight Centennial Street pier with its breakwater extension into the lake. There is a
crosswalk but no “WI” pier. The Provincial Park beach has been filled in around the boathouse area. There is a
new seniors lodge on the right side of the postcard and two elevators on the CNR line. The Steam Bath is present
on 45th Avenue. Varsity Hall and the Boat House are still present but the Alexander Pavilion is gone.
The postcard advertises Sylvan Lake as one of “Alberta’s most poplar beach resorts with 1½ miles of natural
sandy beach, a golf course…and a large marina” (not seen). The photographer was Richard Gampp.

15-5 Aerial View. Published 1970.
This postcard captures the first marina. It does not have a lighthouse yet. It was taken by William Gillis of Red
Deer to advertise the Lake Shore Motel in Sylvan Lake, then owned by Mary and Gordon Bridge.
The pier is a straight line one with no arms from it. The 1978 built Waterslide has not been constructed.
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15-6 Panoramic View. circa 1912.
This early panoramic view of Sylvan Lake highlights the new Roman Catholic Church in the foreground. It was
built in July 1912 by Father Voisin while he was in charge of the Red Deer Diocese from 1908-1924. Catholic
services were held monthly. At the time, Presbyterian services were held every two weeks in the Heenan Opera
House.
The photo was taken from near the future CPR Rail Station.

15-7 Panoramic View. circa 1920s.
This panoramic view is centered on Centennial Street. The CNR elevator is present. The Sylvan Lake School and
the Catholic Church are behind the photographer. The original Imperial Bank is visible, which would date the
postcard to the 1920s.
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15-8 Panoramic View. Pre-1929.
This photograph was taken several years after (15-7) and is in better focus. The original Imperial Bank is still
present which means it is pre-1929. The photo may have been taken from the Catholic Church.

15-9 Panoramic View. No date. Postmarked July 11, 1925.
In this photo the Sylvan Lake Hotel is present on the left on Lakeshore Drive. Antler Lodge is in front of it and the
first Alexander Pavilion is behind it on the Lake. The 2nd floor attic in the house in lower left would make a great
summer bedroom or hideaway for the kids. The laundry lines are full behind the house in front of it. Perhaps the
picture was taken on a Monday morning.
This panoramic photo might have been taken from the CNR elevator.
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Camps and Beaches of Sylvan Lake
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A Map of the Town of Sylvan Lake in the 1920s
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